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Lt. Col. Sylvester McKinnon 
In this issue of the "Bay News", aD ranks 

of the Bn should like to convey, to our com
manding officer, sincere congratulations on 
his recent appointment and promotion to the 
rank of Lt. Col. and command of the Cape 
Breton Highlanders. 

Lt. Col. McKinnon was born in Sydney, N. S. 
on 22 Oct. 1918. He was educated in his home 
town of Sydney where he was employed 
prior to his enlistment. He is married and 
his wife, Mrs Helen McKinnon resides in New 
Glasgow, N.S. 

Enlisting in Mar, 1942 at Halifax, N.S., this 
brilliant officer has had a remarkable carrer. 
Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant in July, 
1942, he came overseas in Jun, 1943. In 
England he joined the C.B. Highlanders as 
a pl. comd and went with them to Italy in 
Oct. 43. While a Lt. in the Bn he ~ had 

COLOUR 
, AND MORE COLOUR 

I was sittin' back the other day, just thinking 
of a few of the ol' timers that used to caD 
the Highlanders 'Home' and the name of one 
Father Morely cropped up out of nowhere 
first. I don't believe any member of the 
battalion, past present or future was a well 
lovec! as "Father Tom" as he was affection
ately dubbed. All ranks and creeds couldn't 
help but toss a cheery 'Hello' to him no 
matter how you felt - rum sick or not ... 
and if it was money you needed well, there 
was always Father Tom ... It didn't matter a 
whit what your denomination was, if it was 
trouble, there was always Father Tom. 

Father Tom hailed from New Brunswick, 
and yet he knew as much about the Cape 
Breton Highlanders and maybe more, than 
any man I knew. It is certain that he was the 
proudest Highlander whoever donned u battle 
dress, and woe betide the man who raised 
his voice agalnst his regiment I · 

"Colour" he'd say, in that soft way of his, 
"They've got more of it than any unit here 
or anywhere else!" And we're inclined to 
agree with you Father Morely ... 

They came from the mining towns of the 
little island, stockily built, hardened, miners, 
who lived hard and worked hard; the big 
strapp ing 'hayshakers' from the farm counties 
with their broad accents . . . . All had one 
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many jobs, which he has handled most 
efficiently and in which he gained the ad
miration and respect of those who worked 
with and under him. Among the many jobs 
given to him were the Anti-Tank Platoon and 
for a long while he served as the I.O. 

Appointed a Captain 23 August, 1944, Colonel 
McKinnon became 2IC of "B" Coy. In De
cember of the same year, he was appointed 
Major O.C. of "B" Coy. 

On 28 April, 1945, Colonel McKinnon was 
appointed 2IC of the Cape Breton Highlan
ders and this job he capably handled untU 
the 6 the of June when with Colonel Somerville 
taking over command of the 11th Cdn Inf Bde, 
he was appointed our commanding officer. 

We are very proud to work under Colonel 
McKinnon, our new Commanding Officer, and 
like our former C.O. we find him a hard 
worker and a keen sportsman. 

Congratulations, again, sir I ... 

If any character thi,.ks that the C.B.H. isn't doing 
its bit,. towards cementing the relations between 
Canada tmd Holland, then feast your wery 
eyes on this little Dutch "Soldierette" . Mmmmm ... 

---------------------· .. ~~--------------------------------------------------~ 
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In the case of A 101633 Pte. (Now Cpl.) 
AUGUST WILLIAM MEA C HAM, 
who was awarded the MILITARY MEDAL 
for courageous action in the Italian theatre. 

On the night 30/31 August 1944, Private 
Meacham was attached to "A" Company as a 
signaller during the attack on feature 120 in 
the GOTHIC LINE. "B" Company was the 
leading company with" A" Company following. 
.,B" Company were pinned down by heavy 
small arms fire and "A" Company was ordered 
forward to support it. As "A" Company rea
ched the lateral road it came under heavy 
machinegun and sniper fire, but by skillful 

leadership managed to form up with "B" 
Company. At that time one platoon of "B" 
Company was on the forward slope of the 
feature without communication to Company 
Headquarters and the wireless set to Battalion 
Headquarters was out of order. Private 
MEACHAM, operating" A" Company's wireless 
set, passed all the information from both 
companies back to Battalion Headquarters 
carrying on without relief and under constant 
machine-gun and sniper fire. Later that night 
during the assault on Hilll20 by "A" Company, 
Private MEACHAM, carrying a wireless set, 
moved immediately in rear of the leading 
platoon until he reached a point within twenty
five yards of the crest, where under heavy 
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E DI TO R I AL 

FOOD for THOUGHT 
The war has ended, a war which swept 

through the world engulfing every major 
continent, leaving in its wake terrible and 
untold sufferings. Cities, towns and villages, 
have been almost entirely wiped out, millions 
of humans left homeless, and many more 
countless peoples, soldier and civilian alike, 
killed or maimed. We, as the survivor's of 
man's folly, know all this and more . • .. We 
know that the war in its murderous way has 
improved the lot of mankind and, as us 
as individuals, IF we are smart enough to 
to make the most of it. 

The gains certainly don't compensate for 
the enormous losses, but as the losses must 
be accepted, so must the gains. From the 
wordly advant:es in medicine, engineering, 
and the mutual understandings of the free 
peoples for each other, right down to where 
these gains affect us as individuals. 

· Just what are the gains and how will they 
affect us as veterans? The answer is "many" 
and for "a better future" . • . . Confidence in 
ourselves, initiative, the ability to take the 
good with the bad, a sense of responsibility, 
all these and many more. Naturally, not all 
of us have managed to acquire the maximum, 
but even the slowest has something to show 
for the years, even if it's only experience. 
Now that the war is over, are these new assets, 
won in the hardest of all schools, war, to be 
lost ? They shouldn't be . . . • It is up to every 
man returning home to fully realize for him
self, that just as he was armed with the b est 
of weapons for making war, he has also 
armed himself with the best of tools for making 
his future. J. F. C. 

No looting! You have been warned I - Apparently 
these five stalwarts of of' Dog company who 
were snapped shortly after the fall of DELFZIJL 

never heard of that raUng, so 
here we have 'em with some of their 'Trophre:s'. 

fire, he continued to pass information and 
receive orders. 

By his courageous actions and devotion to 
duty Private MEACHAM ensured that vital 
communications were maintained with Battalion 
Headquarters. 
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DUTCH STRUGGLE AGAINST THE WATER 
by 

Lt. J . van der Leeuw of the Dutch Army 
temporarily att. to "B" Coy. 

(4th installmant) 

In the 17th century a famous merehant in 
Amsterdam, Dirk van Os, had the:, intention 
to reclaim the Beemster-lake north of that 
city, so in 1607 he obtained a license to 
begin the work. This lake was approximately 
twelve feet in depth and covered an area 
of some twenty square miles, quite an under
taking for the time. However, the surrounding 
farmers were very happy to see the lake 
disappear, due the fact that annually the 
waters did a great deal of damage to their 
crops. The eel fishers tho, raised lo.ud· 
protests and one night as a revenge, badly 
damaged the dikes and windmills. 

Even after th8t, they had trouble with the 
draining, for one night in January 16lo, when 
the project was almost completed, a tremen
dous storm arose, completely swamping the 
newly claimed area, creating the lake all 
over again. Despite this and time, the work 
was finally completed in 1612, at a cost 
.amounting to 2,000,000 guilders. However the 
be.nefits exceeded every expectation, for in 
the following year the rape-seed had grown 
in such abundance, that the oil factories had 
enough material for one year's uninterrupted 
work. 

The lake was drained under the direction 
of John Leegwater, one of Holland's most 
famous hydraulie engineers of his time. Born 
in 1575, he was a remarkable man, for thirty 
years later in 1605, he invented a method 
which made it possible to effect repairs 
under water, and as a hydraulic engineer 
he was equally famous in England, Germany 
and France where he advised in the draining 
of moors, etc. 

During this 17th century quite a number 
of lakes were drained and converted into 
arable land. Not every time did they manage 
the successful results such as at Beemster
lake, but generally speaking hundreds of 
square miles of new land was won. As a 
result the people were almost constantly 
busy maintaining the dikes and other water
works. 

In the Napoleonic wars our dikes however 
we~e sadly. neglected. The· winter of 1808-
1809 was particularily disasterous due to the 
severe temperatures. The great rivers became 
frozen and as spring broke, big dams of ice 
damaged the dikes and flooded huges areas 

of the country. These circumstances made a 
deep impression on King Lodewijk Napoleon, . 
who was our Seiss Inquart of that time, and 
he did everything he could to help the 
people in their struggle. He proposed to 
rebuild all the villages on hills as during the 
middle ages, but inspite of these good 
intentions nothing was done. In 1820 numer
ous dambursts took place which resulted in 
all the land between the rivers Maas and 
Rhine being flooded. At Langerak, a village 
the waters smashed through the dike and 
roared into the Polders with a noise that 
could be heard in the neighboroughing 
villages. And again in the autumn of 1825 
onother great inundation afflicted the Neder
land&, increasing the problems and difficulties 
of the allready stricken country. 

Everything possible was done to improve 
the situation, millions and millions of guilders 
were spent and at last their efforts were 
crowned with success, for since then there 
has been no inundations except of course, by 
the RAF at Walcheren, and by the Germans 
in the NW polder of the Zuyderzee works. 

"To a Real Canadian Girl" 

There will come that day 
I shall sall your way 
And I shake at my fickle knees 
Cause I know you are bound to ask me 
Just what did you do overseas? 

I'll find you ever piercing me 
With eyes of loving doubt 
Then i'll settle down to tell you 
How I really got about ! 

I'll talk of strange adventures 
And the things that thrilled me most 
Not once will I mention a woman 
I wont even propose a toast ! 

Now Holland girls may be pretty nice 
I admit I talked to a few, 
Though I kept my heart where it ever belongs 
To the one true girl, thats you! 

DOUG SNOW 
HQ, Coy. 

: 
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NEWS FROM HQ 
Cpl Meacham has just returned from Paris 

leave, we are told that he left his heart there 
with a little French girl. What's next Meach, 
a course in French 1 

Anyone interested in learning the finer points 
of dancing can get full information at the post 
office. It's rumered that Bill is about to start a 
dancing school, with Alex providing the lady 
partners Just the other day he made a date 
with a girl in Leeuwarden, and on arriving 
there forgot which one be had dated, however 
with his connections and Bill's ability things 
went over big. 

About the best one we heard thiS week was 
about the fellow arriving back to barracks (well 
oiled) having just left the pub. and climbing 
Into bed, sometime during the night he awakes 
unconsciously and reaching under the bed grabs 
his boot ankle, soldiers for the use of, so he 
used it. And then on awakening next morning 
blames It on the fellow in the next bed. 

If the Burgomaster ever has to leave his duties 
the boy's have selected a CSM, as best suited 
to carry on In his a bsence. 

We are glad to see that Clancy is Beglnlng to 
see the Light. again. 

Wanted. One sail boat. We hear Pte Brockle
hurst Is in the market for a good sail boat and 
from all reports It must be true as he has the 
skipper already selected. 

It's with regret that we see Mr. Menzies leaving 
the unit after been so long with us, Congratu· 
lations and good luck in your new position 
Mr. Menzies. 

If anyone has any cardboard It would be 
greatly appreciated If they would tum It In to 
CSM Kucherean. 

NEWS from the Hayshakers 
When the history of the war has been written, 

the sages and scholers will review the questions 
that were most oft repeated from 1939 to 19i5. 
Will Hitler Invade England 1 Will there be a 
Second Front? How many points have you 1 
But the question that will doubtlessly have pri
ority is the one that's been asked from Catania 
to Ravenna. from the 'Beaches of Normandy to 
Berlin, in England, Russia, Holland, by the 
young an' old alike, wherever you go, .. Are 
you from the Bay Bye 1" These hhtorlans may 
not be able to give a definite location of the 
place referred to, but one way of finding out is 
to take a trip to the fair Island of Cape Breton, 
and when you get to Sydney, stand on Asby 
Corner, 'thumb' the first car and holler . .,Are 
you goin' to the Bay Bye 1" And after driving 
for twenty minutes. you'll be In the Bay Bye 1 1 

For button's sakes ! An embarrassing incident 
happened last night to one D.J.C.G., when for 
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"THE LITTLE FOXES• · 
B Compaa;v · 

Either there ate a few too many doors in the 
Company area or the lighting In the Orderly 
Room isn't up to par, 'cause one of the boys is 
sporting as fine a black-eye as been seen in many 
a moon. Tsk. tsk . .. 

The Company has been giving out with some 
spectacular footwork of late, infact the Welsh 
Guards have nothin' on us. as fas as the ol' 
Parade Square goes. "D" Company please take 
note .• . Incidently Sgt. Major Mac Queen, where 
are you bidding that baseball team of yours 1 

EntJland doesn't. seem to agree with some of 
our Company stalwarts, as Ptes. Benjamin and 
Messervy can easily verify. A one day leave 
isn't much to look forward to, {Or look back 
at either) after the long trip involved in getting 
there. Whe suppose that the London Bobbies 
are still a rugged bunch, especially if you're 
caught in your stocking feet I 

Captain Worrell has been strollin' around 
singing .. School Days" for the past week ... , 
and to-morrow he leaves for Khaki College. 
Good lu& little fella, and don't forget to confine 
your homework along acedemical lines ! 

Says the Good Little Girl of Bolsward. ,.Gee 
it's hard to be good 1" Says the Sweet 01' Mother 
to the Good Little Girl. "Stay away from the 
dance at the ·y· " I . 

The original Herbie was encountered W e<{nes
day night after the men's dance, loaded with 
some real Italian Mule, lying on Joe Buck's 
ftop . .. And try as he would the Buck couldn't 
move the body . .. But what we're wonderln' is 
where this Herbie obtained the fire-water. How 
about it Johnny, where's the still located 1 

Since Captain Pox returned from his jaunt to 
Paris, the clicking of heels has been somethin' 
rugged • • . Two sentries have passed out from 
sheer exhaustion before their two hour shift 
was up 1 Sgt. W. M. M. 

the need af a few buttons his shorts dropped 
down beneath their usual level, while making a 
date with a little 'Jane' to go 'Lopen'. Now 
this little •Jane' not be~ng interested In such a 
date, took off with a guy complete with all his 
buttons. 

Latrinigrams : While slightly Inebriated, a 
certain little chap whose initials could be D. H. 
was interned in a W.C. for several hours be
cause he couldn't make heads nor tails out of 
the Dutch lock. He was fortunate that passerbys 
heard his frantic cries for help, and assisted him 
in getting his release. 

L'amour. !'amour ... Why did the Cpl of the 
brigade guard pay a return and unexpected visit 
back to the battalion (After . being away two 
whole days) Is that •Hayshaker's Romeo· trying 
to muscle in for a date with a cute little red· 
bead from the local town? Everything Is fair 
in love ·n• war . .. quips Harper ..• 

It is strongly rumoured that Pte Almon is 
giving Mickey Welsh's tavom scme oppoaition 
In the beer markd. Keep 'em rolling ol' boy J 

( 
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Sporling Gossip 
The Regiment managed to sqeeze two titles 

out of the Divisional Boxing tournament, when 
young •·Sharkey" MacDonald of A Compnay 
came off with the light-weight crown, and Pte. 
Richards won the Bantam-weight go without 
having to fight. There simply wasn't anyone 
in his class, so he took It by default. After the 
divisional joust "Sharkey" trekked down to 
Amsterdam to 'toss glovrs with the Army 
finalists, where he lost a close decision In his 
fi•st fight. The lad who eked out the win over 
Pte MacDonald was later defeated by the finals. 

Sgt. fired Cederberg continues to advance in 
the Dlv tennis show, his latest win being over 
a Cpl. Gale of the Perth Regt .. 6 2. 6-2. Earlier 
In the same afternoon both Cederberg and Pte 
Mosher of A Company were eliminated in the 
third round of the doubles by two members of 
Irish Regt. to the tune of 6-0. 6-2 . . 

Tues.. ith. ~pt Before a cheering crowd at 
Stratford in Sneek the "Perths" took the first 
game of the Army semi-finals baseball from the 
69th trans. R.C.A.S.C. to the tune of 5-1. Altho the 
winners were outhit R to 7 and they committed 
two errors to the Transport's nil , they played 
strictly heads-up ball whenever the losers managed 
to get Into a scoring position. Joe Natawary, 
the Perth pitcher who tossed a steady brand of 
ball, won his own game in the second Inning 
when he poled a long triple cleaning the loaded 
sacks for three runs. In the 8th. Cpl Locking-

CHATTER FROM CHARLIE 

Charlie Company can claim the doubtful 
honour of havlnq the most conslstept Marker 
for the Bar ln "Micky's Tavern' every night .•• 
Who 1 It could be Cpl. Campbell, better known 
in the battalion circles as .. The Monk". 

What's the reason for the early appearance 
of rite C.O.S. in the barracks these late summer 
nights 1 Is the romance slipping, or has he run 
up against some stiff opposition and given the 
·whole thing up as a bad job? 

Don Juan or Casanova had nothin' on that 
gent (Initials D.O.) of 14 platoon as far as this 
loving business goes. particularily after he's had 
a couple of wlffs of the cork from a bottle of 
Blue Flame .•. 

Two Joes who have to listeit to all ••. 
Sadly missed around the Company area ..• 

one sagent, name of Danny 'The Silent' Mac 

Eacbern, who has qo~e lo pass his knowledge 
of soldiering on to the Dutch laddies down 
'round Assen. 

ton put the game away when he connected for 
another three-bagger. driving in two more runs. 
The RCASC tried to bunt there way to the 
top In the 6th frame, and succeeded In getting 
three on. However the Perth hurler settled down 
and retired the side without any damage being 
done. 

The Score: Perth Regt. 030 000 020 5 7 2 
69th. 00 I 000 000 I 8 0 

Late report: The Perth Regt. swept their two 
game seri~s with the 69th Transport, when they 
won the second game of a best of two series 
by a score of II to 5. Tqis qualifies them to 
enther the Army finals with the powerful Queen's 
Own Rifles, the 3rd Division winners. 

Odd bits of this 'n' that In Battalion Sports: 
A soccer schedule has been drawn up and 
there's an urgent. request for players. Anyone 
interested please get in touch with CSM K ut• 
churean of Hqs. Coy . . . • The brigade has 
entered two teams in the Canadian Football 
league that Is being run throughout the army 
this fall. If you're Interested, then get In touch 
with the Sport's Officer, Mr. Ripley or leave 
your name with this office ..•• The inter-company 
softball schedule has been sadly neglected of 
late, and unless a little more enthusiasm is shown, 
then the entire thing can be counted out. So 
let's see the proper people tackle this problem ... 
and do something. 

NEWS FROM. 
BOAT'S TERRIERS 

The C.O.S. should have a red face these days. 
detailing the same laddies for three and four 
company guards per week with a battalion 
guard thrown In for good measure. But what 
we want to know is this. Who is going to 
do all these duties when all the 130 pointers 
go home? 

Odd doings here an' there . . .. What local 
Brass-hat has a hobby of breaking windows 1 
ift he G.l.s follow suit who will replace all the 
glass? If the Dude ranch at Princeohof is stilt 
in operations, then why doesn't the pitcher of 
the officer's softball team attend anymore 1 . ... 
At last the NCOs are learning to give orders 
and drill... Hi-ho .•. It's a lovely sight for 
the Joes. . . Sixteen platoon is 'Stick-happy' 
these days having copped it three times in a 
row ... Sign on a local store. "Closed down' 
oone to Canada" ... Cupid seems to he working 
overtime in Dog Company, as there are three 
recent engagements. Two. quite casual, the other 
In a desperate burry . . . Hmmm .•. Congratula
tions.· lads ! . . . Why does a certain jeep driver 
make his girl friends, especially nurses, get out 
and walk? 
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THROUGH THE KEYHOLE 
During the past two months we have had a 

fair share of ENSA concerts within the battalion, 
some of which were excellent, and others not 
so good. It Is only natural that all performances 
do not and can not suit everyone's ta$te, and 
consquently certain numbers that are boring to 
some are pleasing to others At all of these 
shows it Is not all unusual to hear loud talking 
In the midst of an act, or a number of people 
may decide It is time for them to dash off to 
greener fields, to the tune of tramp, tramp, 
down the aisles. Needless to say this proves 
most distracting for the performers, and the 
concert party members go away with a bad 
taste In their mouthes. Their task is not an 
easy and one in most cases the renumeration not 
so high, so let's be a bit more considerate, 
take the bitter with the sweet, and give the 
applause at the right time. 

Who was the " Looie" clad only In his under
wear, seen by several early morning travellers 
parading up and down infront of the B.O R. 7 
Someone had better inform him that the only 
way to get home now, is under the point 
system. Or is he trying to take a chance and 
use the same defense as was used by an 
officer in the story recently published In the 
Readers' Digest 7 

Sgt. ,Jake" Vickers says that his VF (Vehicle 
Free) night will be the first night he strolls 
Into the Mess and no one asks him for a truck. 

To the puzzled laddie who asked about the 
reserved section for the Officers and Sr. 
NCO's - the answer Is simply this - The 
•y• recreation building In this unit Is operated 
for the ORS and Cpls, thus when a concert 
or movie of note comes along, all officers or 
sargents·that enter the premises, come as gue sts, 
and therefore sit in the section set as ide for 
them. At most concerts the artist's cracks are 
directed mainly at these ranks, and what better 
place to have bald heads, if no· In the 'Bald
headed Row' 7 

And now I'm puzzled - Why must ~ome 
fellows feel that to have a good time, a guy 
must get raging drunk and spoil dances for 
others 7 ... A.C.M. 

We boys would like to know why a Battalion 
Tailor Shop couldn't be set up. Requested by 
the 'Tidy Joes' . 

Has anyone heard heard about the sargent 
who stepped up infront of his squad which 
was standing in file, and roared in his best 
parade ground style, "Move to the right In 
twos - Right turn Ill" 

Why Is it that 'Girls On!y' Is the ruling when 
a fellow wishes to bring a friend to the shows 
In the •y• 7 We go regularily to a house here 
In BOLSWARD and they give us a good time, 
therefore we'd like to take the young lad to 
the theatre once In a while. But It's strictly no 
dice, because It seems, he Is of the wrong 
sex Is It that he takes up more room on the 
~eat than a girl? 

"Two Disgusted Jocks". 
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THE SIXTY-TWO CLUB 
YMCA 
.1.. C. Mezaglea 

One of our struggles has been to obtain a 
dance band that was at least danceable. It 
seems that the Germans felt there was no 
room for dancing In their program for occupied 
countries, though I think their reasons were 
different than those of our burgomaster, Anyhow, 
the kind of music one danced to was played 
only for Allied soldiers via Axis Sally, and 
Mary of Arnhem but even that is kaput today. 
We did manage to discover a group of lads 
from Sneek who have proven to be the best 
yet, and they have agreed to play for our 
weekly dances from now on. 

Another struggle has been the apprent lack 
of cigarettes and from YMCA H.O. this is the 
story re free issue clg's. "The manufacturers 
have been unable to ship full quota, hence 
nl!cessary to change brands, and this will take 
time" . 

Coming Movie Attractions 
Sept. 14-1 5-1 6 

MY PAL WOLF 
Starring - Sharon Moffat 

Sept. 17-18 
WINGED VICTORY 
Starring · American Airforce Personnel 

Sept. 19-20 
LOST IN A HAREM 
Starring - Abbot and Costellol 

Sept. 21-22-23 
KEYS OF THE KINGDOM ... . 
Starring - Thomas Mitchell and 

Gregory Peck 

Dances 
Saturday 15'th 
Wednesday 19'th 
Satur.day 22' nd 

Tea Dances 

at 7 to 11 

Sunday 16'the 2 to 4 .30 
Sunday 23'rd 2 to 4.30 

Concerts 
Announced when known 
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BRASS HAT SECTION 
There was a time when we all thought that 

EFFI was a monthly issue but it now appears 
to be nig~ly with a certain person in the mess. 
It has reached the stage now where this lad is 
reading the newspapers upside down and even 
taking naps in the afternoon. Time to call a 
halt son! 

Wonders never cease. One of our members 
finally got a hair cut. Congratulations Jerry, 
now we won 't have to come across with the 
price of a violin. 

It appears that some of the boys are pullin~ a 
fast one. Seems that one of the local churches 
have asked for a Canadian quartette to do a 
bit of singing. Now fellows there's no need of 
waiting until after midnight to do your rehear
sels and surely you can find another base without 
keeping "Whitey" out of bed 1 

Mid the ringing of bells and sounding of 
sirens our newly appointed Fire Chief was 
recently sworn Into office. Congatulations Char
lie. When do you start to draw trades pay? 

Our ·public relations man is much subdued 
since his arrival back from Paris. When asked 
what he thougt of the joint he replied "Boy if 
Heaven can compare with Paree then it's a 
wonderful place". Must be so because he's going 
right after the French lessons now. 

One of our subalterns is now si>ending a 
weeK in Leeuwarden supposedly In charge of 
the brigade guard. If the week Is spent as we 
think it will then maybe the guard will look after 
him instead ! What say Norm 1 

Some say that ranching is all over for this 
year but we begin to wonder especially when 
one of our majors goes around singing "I'll be 
seizing you in all the old familiar places". 

(conHnued from page 1) 

ting in common, the y drank hard too. Everything 
they tried, they did and did well. From ce
remonial parades, to tangling· with every unit 
they ran into • . • . • tangling in their own 
characteristic way. No holds barred, then 
when it was over, 'Let's have another drink I' 
Despite the toll of casualties which rosulted in 
Western provincial reinforcements streaming 
into the unit, they clung to their own idioms 
and phrases, until the newcomers were as 
Cape Bretonish as the originals themselves. 
They've settled down though Father Tom, 
until now you wouldn' t reconize very many 
of the old faces on a battalion parade. Still, 
you would know that it's the Cape Breton 
Highlanders, and that' s what important The 
same sayings, accents, 'queer fellas', they're 
all here, doing the same things .••. Yes Father 
Tom. we do agree with you. 

ANONYMOUS. 

.. 
i, ~; • •• • 
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THE SERGEANT'S 
CORNER . . . . 

First. before we get ourselves all tangled up 
with this effort. let'S make something quite clear• 
and it's this, The report that this correspondent 
leaves Bolsward every week-end in the general 
direction of Delfzljl, because of his fear of 
retaliation Is completely unfounded. The real 
reason for these vacational trips is the same one 
that sends other members of the Mess Hying 
along the cobbled byways of Eastern Holland. 

Yesterday the 'Startling news broke •... Nick 
St. John was on the keg I And a water keg at 
that. He started his new resolution off on the 
right foot by being amongst the missing at the 
last Mess party . . . . if anyone can honestly 
picture a Mess party complete with booze and 
no Nick to slash Into It, then you can see 
what I mean. Anyway, ·OJ' Peerless' has finally 
felt the pace and slid away from the field, 
leaving his dubious honours to fall on someone 
else's shoulders. Canadian papers please copy ... 

Congrats are tosseds towards our new mem
bers, or perhaps it would be better to say our 
most recent members . . . Clarry Mac Sween and 
John.ny MacKay have peen In the inner circle 
before, and then there's Redmond and Jimmy 
MacGinnis both from B Company. Welcome 
gentlemen and may ye hold your liquor well! 

The latest dope on the Repat doings had the 
minimum point level at I 30, a fact that had 
multi of the members visualizing Christmas din
ner (1945 version) In the lando Canada ... but ... 
the powers that be soon squashed any such 
ideas, leaving the boys back with both feet on 
the floor watching the noon-hour pool game. 

We've finally come to the conclusion that we 
are scheduled to stay in Holland for the rest of 
our useful lives, and that only if someone starts 
another war will we manage to get home, and 
then on Rotation Leave. A man's best bet Is to 
draw on his Victory Bon~s. buy a canal-barge, 
and start bootleggin' schnaps and other kinds 
of bottled dynamite to the Canadians. There's 
only one catch, and that Is that you mustn't 
start drinking your own brew. Ah well, we're 
still getting our fifteen smackers gratuity per 
month, and the trucks still have wheels .... 
How's she goin' right now up In the province 
of Gronlngen 1 

Who's that good lookin' worthy, all combed 
up li'ke King Billy's horse who stands nightly 
'neath the portals of the Mess waiting far his 
"Gloria Swanson" to put In an appearance 1 
Oh you sweet thing you Ill J. F. C . 
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THE PADRE'S HOUR 
by Paci.H Bipp • •• 

llthe Bde. Bcp 

One of the compensations of service overseas 
Is the opportunity it affords of studying the 
history of a country as revealed In Its churches 
and public buildings; to observe how In its 
development it has made the best o4 natural 
conditions · the terraciog of rockr hillsides in 
Italy, and in this country the drainage system 
that has made fertile country out of sea and 
swamp, (The sea at one time came quite close 
to Bolsward a nd Leeuwarden}. 

Prosperity came comparatively late to Friesland, 
evidently; we look in vain for the vast churches 
and stately castles of Italy (These latter often 
so romantically situated on mountain-tops like 
Monteflore Conca looking down on Marciano 
and across to the blue Adriafic) but there Is 
much of interest nevertheless. I have not so 
far found any frescoes in the churches here, 
as one found in G roningen province, at Lopper· 
sum, (Some delightful primitives there, especially 

the Annunciation) Stedum and Garmewolde, but 
It Is usually worth while hunting up the keeper 
of the key to the church in the villages around 

here. A bicycle trip is quite pleasant I find, 
on the odd afternoon, if one can get out and 

back between showers, and studying the designs 
and inscriptions on the slatevault covers, and 
clambering up the tower into the belfry, and, 

if the tower is topped with one of those quaint 
onion shaped cupolas, to notice the elaborate 
timber-work. Some of these churches had 

quite fine bells ; I remember one particularily 
handsome one at Deinum lying on the grouud, 
the Germans had not been able to get it 

away in time. 

What a variety of treasaures there wJIJ be 
in the storehouse of memories we shall carry 
with us in the years to come I First and foremost 

of course, memories of your comrades, and 
especially of those who fell, and whose bodies 
we laid to rest In makeshift plots amid the 
shell-torn battlefields. But also we shall remember 

the places we have visited, and the sights we 
have seen, and the kindness and hospitality 
with which In certain homes we have been 
received, almost as one of their own, In these 

lands far from our own country and our own 
people. 
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" I you like, tklnlt very much. I hope maybe 
sometime I see you ••.• Annie.-

What Compan1 Commender received this 
passionate appeal from his local lassie , . • • 

Yeh, an' It wes complete with the above 
pictured postcard I Row de dah II II 

TO OSCAR (a tame flea) 
I change my clothes but once a week, 
To save the wear an, tear. 
An' though I feel ao freshly clad
Old Oscar still is there I 

I can always judge the weather, 
Without having to be told, 
For I hear ol' Oscar moving, 
To a spot that's free from cold! 

He's a pleasant little bed mate
And knows just what to do. 
'Cause when l'm restleaa on one aide 
He changes over too I 

And when the bombs come over, 
He's not the kind to scare. 
For he knows I have a alit trench 
For both our lives to spare I 

Sometimes I often wonder, 
If he likes this thing called war ••• 
Or if it's just my company 
He's really longing for II I 

L/Cpl. D.S. 
Offset-printing Flach, Sneek 
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