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015- Qualities of a step-dancer. 
·rh•::: 1Y1o·:::. t. i mp o1··· t, <:;r·, -!:.. qu nl i t.u i ~::. t.h '"' .,.., b i l i -!: .. ',! t.o 1--: • .:::.:::p -!: .. i m'"'. I ~ '·/•::: t. <:~1...1 gi''l t. 

·::; q 1. .. 1 d r· ·=~ d .;,·1 n c i n q i r·, t I·"; '"' p .,:; ·:; t ,;; n d t h •::: f i r· ·:::. '1:.. i t •::: 1n I " \l •::: d 1 •..-.J .:;; u ·::; t ,.... i .::: d t .. o 
instill in my pupils is the concept of keeping time and I put on examples 
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If they can't keep t i me or just a foot beat. th eu'll never be Jbl e to get 
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you hav~ a pianist who is an 8th lat~ with the chord, the wh (Jle thing is 
unbalanced ~ Everything has to be coordinated. Alot of the step-danc ers go 
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good step- dancer should never go off the beat. That's the most import<:~nt 
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f~~t moving. You see step dancers where their knees are kindof guing with 
their feet. Bu t it should be just their feet mov ing. No other part of the 

i.:.: :::: ~,:;\;_I l ;',~ h ~( :;:·: ·\'.: d U ~~i~ '.~' ~:,~: :i: ::::: i : .. ;, :~: ~-~~ , .. -~ .... .I ;::; :;: ':::! .,>,. t ·r -~~~~~ :,:.: " IH :~:: :::~• : .. : -:':'! ; ... :: .,!., :~ ... : ~:: 'i.~ t: :;:· : .. : ;~~ ~;:. :~~ ;.::: U t,',; ;::: u II~: D ,:::: ;:; () :;~ :;·; D ;::: ,i; ::11:::' " I 
1 i k •::: '1:, o ·:::. '"! •::: a ·::; t . '"' p d -:':i , ... , c '''-~"' t .l·"; .:J t . p 1..1 '!: .. ·::; t. h .::: i ,.... ,,..,~, ... 1 () l •:: b o d u i n t . o i t .. I '!: .. ,. ·:::. q () t t .. o 
b (;; , .... '"! l ,·.i ;.; •::: d ,, p () i ·::: . .::: d ,.. -:':'1 , ... , d p () l i ·:::. h '"' d " 

:1. :L ·.:? ... D i ·::; t. d n c '"! u f f' •::! '''- ·l:.. f ,.-. n 1n t. h •::: f l o o , ..... 
( {:·: , ... , q 1::! l .:':f ) 1 l·i 1::! .::i , .... d ·f· 1··· C) rn D l d 1::: r· p 1::: (J p l t::! '1. i I<. (i: rn :::!. p .:·,r·· ~::~ n 1: .. ·:;:. i ·r:· ~::! o !.:! :: r· ~::! 1-"t o p p ':::! 

or quu raise uuur feet high off the fluor, then uuu'll nev~r m~ke a good 
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(Joeu> One of the best step-dancers is Harvey Beaton .. He 's polished, 
p U i ·:;:. '"! d , p , .. , (! ·; :: . .;~ l'l '!: .. .J b l •::: , .,. t. J··· -::1 i q h t. , ;_..,; •::: l l .. .. q i''· Cl C) JH .::: d .. 

142-· Staqe presentation .. 
Stage flresenta t ion adds alot to i t too .. You ha ve to smile to the 
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fur people, you're performing. But if uuu are at a danc0 i n J square set, 
uou aren't performing. Doing a st~p-ddnce, th0 perfurmer sid0 uf yuu 
comes out (even within the square danc:0 context). A smil0 can add so much 
tu that presentation. I heard Father Anqu :; m~n t ioninq that J quod 
sterl-dancer never looks down at the flo6r. A good st~p-danc0r-looks out 
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musicians) because they ar e riqht out there in front. They are fr ont and 
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189- How an d where Angela learned . 
My first lessons were taken when I was 7 y0ars old by Father Angus 

MacDonald, from Deepdale. He was supposed to be one of th e top 
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It's a natural process. I think of d few steps ahead. I just do the 
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Some people have more. Harvey Beaton has more and the Warner sisters have 
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other people do, but not me. 
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I didn 't go into step-dancing. The shuffle is done to a jig and the 
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left foot. It's tap shuffle, tap shuffle. l"he hop and the shuffle are the 
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shuffle. They are desc:rir)tive of th0 movements. I put differ ent names 
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really have tD watch t.he timing, YDu hav e tD be able to inte rpret the 
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·rhi s is J night c lass and there WdS a mixture of uoung an'J old. I taught 
at the histuricdl sDc:ietu toe). Theu have french immersion but nDt 
scottish culture in schDDl . like at MabClu ceilidh there was too much rDc:k 
"1!'·1 d I'"·() ll .. 
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I knew quite a number Df the calls muself, but I resort0d tD a 
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had danced a tremendDus number of square set s back into th e early fifties 
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c:Cluple of peClple who were very up on the different Cdlls .. One Df them wa s 
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gave us is the version thJt wou ld have been danced in the fifties. I t was 
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Inverness, Port Hood, Judique, and Mabou. There were thr ee figures. If 
you go back a little bit b~yond that they used to do the fourth figure. 
But I didrl 't teach the 4th figure. l only had the three. 
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10 or 12 couples. It should only be four. And that, to me , degrades the 
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Maybe people aren't ~s knowledgeable about it . But yo:...1're in 
competition with your rock bands. Peo1Jle have a tendencu to let their 
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square sets now and I don't think they rea lly realize th~ rig~lt WdY to 
dance the sets . They just jump in and they dance. Also, alot of them can't 
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410- Senior Square Set. 
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first figure properly . It's complicate 11 and perhdps that•s why they 
don't dc1 it. Whereas the 2nd figure. you dance with uour partner and it's 
only a matter of promenading to the l~ft . I'd !5ay once the square dances 
in Glencoe die out, I really feel that you'll have completed the cycle of 
square dancing on Cap~ Breton Island. It's the only one left on Cape 
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Mabou .. T~1ursdaus in Brook Section down near Broa d Cove. Friday nights 
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in Mabou in the sixties. 
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It becian to fade because the loc al organ izations began to bring in 

hard rock bands. It's fine when you have people v isiting Cape Breton, at 
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~3 ~:~ p t .. t:!! 1n b 1:~ ,.·~ c: n m ~::: ·::> ll T !···~, :~ c r· o t.:.J d d , ... up ·::; II \( C:I I ... J ; r~ :::: c -:·j ·t. ~:~ i···. i 1·"1 q t .. (::t t.I···, ~::! i j· .. : ·f l i...i ::-:: C) f 
tourists. Alot c:.f them are people who were born here coming ho me for the 
summer. We all feel very good about Glenco~ dnd it's a gre.:.~t meeting 
~:.i ~--- n Li 1·": d i t : .. ·:::. -:·:·: ::_:J r· 1::: -:·:-, t.. p l -:·:·i c: 1::! t C) ~:- l ... i -:·:·,r· c i d i: :: -:':i ·:::. t1 r1 d m u -:~- i c: II J r· t::: -::i l l iJ ·F" (! (:: l i t '--·-3 i l l 
\! .;] n i ·:~ ,,., " J -1:, ,. ·::. n 0 t <:: '.._ . .' ·:·:i j"; i ·:; I·": i j· .. ; r.! c ·:·;; p ,,~ [. r· · :~ -!: .. () n r:· ! d d l '"' ,r. b I...! -I:.. t.l·": .::: ....... . :] ! ... ! i ~ ; I· ·; i r·: q c: <:·I p 1!:: 

Breton square dancing. However, about 7 years ago, the Gl encoe dances 
1..-..1 1::! r· i::: r· 1::: -:-:i l l ::::~ d 1~: -:·:i d l/ T h 1::: 1···- 1::: !.:.J ~=~ ,.-. ~=~ \} ~ = ~ r· ':::! ·F j::: t.-J ~:_:_1 () i r·, q -:·;, n d .::t l l of -:·:\ ·:::. i ... J d d ~::: J·"i =-- t 1-··i ~~: ':::! 

revived about five years ago. Everybody all of a sudden started going to 
t i'": •::: m • p, 1...1 t. '::1 o 1 ... 1 cl n l' ·; " t. 1· .. , ,;; 'v' ·:~ c: o n t. i l'.:l...i i t L! 1 .. ! ' '~ .::;r·· r· o l...i , ... ; d • Y >:::. 1..1 o r: '!. 1...! c: ''~ t . t. !·"; d t. .;:; t. t, !·"; •::: 
8 week period during the summer wh~n-there are alot of foCrists dying to 

~~~:o~~m~e:~~sE 0t~~yac~~~~r:o~;~~:·wJ~~yt~~2~tb7~v~o~~~~a~~:r~h~{g~~e 
c o 1n i 1··, (~ i 1 ... , II T l-"i ~=~ C l ;~ ! J·''! c o !::: d -:·:~ , ... i c: i::: ~=- r1 o 1,~..1 -::1 1 ... ·1::! ·::~ t ,.-. o , ... , ~.:.1 :1 T l·"i 1::: i:;:! ~ ... J :::: , .... !::: ·;~. t 1···. Dr·~ q t. C) u i n 



1967 and 68. when they started" I pl ayed with B1~ddy MacM aster there on a 
·::; rn ·:·,: l l n r-· ~:.:.1 d 1"1 .. r::1 n d I l·"1 a d t. C) p 1...1 m p i t. .:j ll , c:; l ·=~I'·; c: C)'' ~ f·l i l l ·:". • t.l· .. 1 '"' ;:::' d !"· ·=~ ·:·i p a r·· t.. .:::; f 
the Brook Village Parish and th e y were t r ying to assist the parish as 
!)': l...i c f···, ·:':1 : ::. t. V: :::: q c: (J I ... Jl d ·:::. () t !:'! !::! L! d (~ c i d l::: d -1: .. () c: G n \t1 1:~ r·· t. t h :::: i ,.... ·::; c: 1·") ()C) l i·! C) lj ·:::. ::;! i j···,-1: .. () ~·j 

dance hall .. They got together and th e y renovated and they started their 
d d r·, c: '"' ·:::. ·:·:l 1"1 d t h '"' 1..1 1,.,1 ·=~ r· •::: •::: ::-:: t 1 .... •::: rn ;;:: ll..l ·::; :...1 c: c •::: ·:::. ·:::. f' 1 ... 1 l ·:·:1 1'.1 d 1..-. .1 ·=~ r·· '"' p a c: k •::: d f 1 .... u 1n t. !· .. , ·=~ f i , .... <::. t .. 
night .. And the~ the first thi~g they had to do was ~xtend their hall so 

!8;~n~~~~i7~e ~ 0~u: r~:n!d~?~~~~eynr~~:i::~t~~v~~n~~~tb~y~~i~~da~~evhat•s 
where th e canteen area is . 

0 () () ···· I) , .... 1:;:! <::. q 1...1 .::; r·· '"' d .::11'·1 c '"' l .,:1 ·:::. t.. 1,;1'''' i:11' ·· .::, ·f' t .. '"' 1· ·. t .. I ... J '"' ['., .... C) a d C:: C) ·..,.· '"' C n n c: .::· r· t ... 
( (1r·1 ~:.:J "~ l d t .. . ;:, J...i ::J h t T ···· P, .:j l l 1 l'l t h '"' a r · '"' .::1 l n ·::. t. u '"' ,·j I'· .. ) 

N '"' •::: d .::: d t .. o ,.-. a i ·:::. ,,,, rn C) n ,,:, u -r:· o 1.... -!: .. 1· .. 1'"' 1. '"' .. J (.:_! 1...1 "'' , :;::; o t !· .. 1 "'' ':::' d '"' c i d "'' d t. D p 1...1 t o r ·1 .,:1 
dr·· u ·::; q:..-1 ,·:II''•:~ d a 1' ·1c .::: .:J.;:· t.~:~ ,.... t h;;:: P.l--·c· .::1 d C C)\!'"' c nr·;c .:~r·· t. on :::)J...ll'·; d ·:'.'IU !": i ql· .. : t... T h1:::u 
thought they could raise a few hundred doll ars .. Th e u weren 't sure becaus 8 
t 1· .. ; •::: ::::; .:':\ t 1...1 r · d .:;; 1..1 n i q 1· .. ; t . i : ... 1·:::. t b '"' ·f n r· ·=~ t 1· .. 11::: r · 1:: , ... , .::1 d b •::: •::: r·1 ,·,l d ·':l l'.l c: •::: t.-..1 i t !· .. 1 -1: .. h , .... •::: 1::: 
f i ddlers, P~o p l~ toid them theu wouldn "t get anyone .. So he asked Kinnon 
.;'j n d ['.1...1 d d l::i ,. b 1:;• C: d 1...1·:". t;:; J· .. ; ,;:; ·f.'· •::: 1 -!:.. -I: .. I'·; •::: ·;;:. o;~ t 1..-.J () C: 0 1...! l d d I'' <':\ 1;.1 t. h >::: C I'·· 0 l ..... i d , •:::; 0 -!:. !·"; •::: IJ p : ... ! -!: .. 
the dance on and charged 4 .. 00 dolla rs admission, Th ey cl ear ed a thous and 
d o l 1 .,:1r·· ·::; t I·"; .::i t.. n i q h t .. , ·r h n '!:.. 1..-.1 .:':'J ~::. .:,i t. t h ·=~ VI ,·:; b u 1...1 H -:) l l , I t. 1..._1 .::1 ~ ::. .:, t.-.J u r; d •::: I' ' -r:· u 1. 
fun-f i lled even ing, People da nce d all night . It wa s p acked. ~nd that was 
p r·n 1:! a h 1 u t !··; ,::: f i r ' ·::; t . d I''U ·:c .. q:...1 d I ''·=~ dan c: "~ t 1· .. ;,;: r '>::: i n 1· .. 1():..-. .J m ar·1u u:~:: .:jr···:: . • 

161- Dry Square Dances, 
My mother and father pl au ed at th e m fro m 1960- 1970 approximatel y, 

Theu packed the hall every Saturdau night over there, The admis•;inn was 
~.i () C: 1::: i•''j t,. ·;?,. tJ l'"i d t .. l•'j j~: d •:::f j" .. J C: 1::! b (: ~~:.1 .;';'jj"'j ·:':'! 1:,. l 0 ~ () () (;'JI'''I d l,.\J 1::: 1•''1 t.. U l''j t. i l :1. :? ::· () () l z F D ~ .-, t f~! !"'\ 

c o1··~ ·:::. ''~cut .. i ....... . :;, ':::!'"' .::; ~ --· ·:::.. t 1· .. ;•::::::! p ac f..:.·=~ d t h d t h d ll .. Th•:::n t. , ... ,,,~u ·::; t ... :j r· -!: .. •:': d c o1np •::;-1: .. i n q 
\,J i t 1· .. : t. h '"' 11 p i (] .,,., r·; d !;.J h i ~:;. t .. l,::: 11 ( d .::: i .. . , c: '"' ~::. 1, . .1 i -!: .. h l i q i...! o 1 .... ) d .:-1 n c 1::: ~ =· • T h 1"' r1 •::: i q 1· .. ; b o 1...1 1.... i v·1 1:.! 
communities would bring in bands and hav e a bar . the little Jru square 
cl a I'·; c: 1;:; ·:::. ·f •::: l. l .::; l o 1'·1 (J t .. h •::: 1..-. .1 t1 ':::! ~::. i cl •:': , T l·"1 '"' '

1 p i q .::J 1"1 d 1,.) h i ~:. t .. l o::· :::. ' 
1 !· .. 1 ·"·~ 'v' '"' b <::: ;;;: n ·o·l b i q 

f'• ·:':'! c: t .. (:) r· i n t l·"i i ·:::. y t l·"i 1::: II t.· . .: 1 : :~ t cl a i"'i c: 1::! ·:::. II rr f''i I:J rn D t , ... ! j::! !•"• a , ... , d ·F' ·:':) t h (! )'"\ l,:.J 1:~ r·· ~ = ~ , .. \ (; c 1::: i \i i l"'~i ~:.:.1 t .. l·''i !;~ 
great r e numeration of 20,00 dollars for his fiddling al.l night and my 

~~~~=~ ¥~trf~,~~lf~~!a~~e~ 0~r~~~hf 1 ~2~e~ 1 ~~~~2itr~:~l~~dp~~~~ ~~~ a ~Z~ 
t.·.J ~:~ 1_,.,: ~=~ r·· ~ : ~ ·::; 1...1 c: c 1::: ·:: ~ ·:::. ·f :...1 l i n p 1..-1 -I: .. t i 1"'1 ::.:.1 i n .t:·, d , .... IJ d -:·:, r, c ~: ~ -::1 t. t 1···, ~ :: (ii ·=·:i b u 1...1 i· ·!.:·:'t l l H ·r I .. ·,~=~! (:) ;··1 l1) 

reason we took the chance was we felt th e elemen t of r isk wasn•t h igh 
h 1::! C -:':'ii...J ·:~. i::! !:::! C) !...1 h a d -:·:! 9 r· ~~ -:·:1 t.. ·F· l () 1.-·~l C) ·f· t. i·"· -:·J ·f· f i C: C U tn i , ... , ~:_:,1 f J .~. D m t. l·"11:~ [~, f·"· C) -:·:1 d C C} f../ (! 

Co ncert and they would be kind of geared up for a dance, We c aught them 
-::1 , ... ! d ~ .... J ~:~ 1..-. .1 j;:: v-· ~=~ l t-! c l.-:. ': ::~ :1 (, l t.l ... l C) :.:i q !···, :: t 1 .. 1 1:~ , .... ;;:! l.:.J ·=·:l ·:::. ·:·:, d a r1 c j :~ ~:.:_!C) i , ... , ~:.:.! C) n i l"'! !) 1...1 n \l ~:~ ~:.:.1 ~:.:.1 ·:·:·! i·"i ~~ 

Theu had a square dance and a one man band .. I think we woul d be ve ru 
h ·:·:) p p ':::! i ·f· l.:.J j::! c o t...i '!. d ! :~ '·./ i::! ,.... r·· 1: :~ ·: ::. o i .. \ t. t. o t .. l-",1::: d ·:·:·1 ~::! ·:3 D +.. t .. l·"i !:~ d r· u c: ·:·.1 p 1::! B r·· l:~ t. C) r·, ·: ::. q 1...1 -:·:·, r·· : :~ 

dance because they were at th e ir llest . Brook Village Hall was pack ed 
::;; \! ,,~ , ... u r··'l u , ... 1 d .::1 u n i q , ... i t .. " ·r I·"; !::: I''· '"' ·:::. d V! .::; c !. .. , ,~ l l .;'j l"i ,.. I p l .::l u ,,, c! 1..-..J i t , ... , T 1·11:~ r· ,,, ·:;; .. :j t h ·=~ ('• •::: i l''i 
the summ0r of 1968 or 69 and she pack0d that hall every Mond au night and 
T 1...1 '"' ·;::. d .::1 u 1'1 i q h t. ·:::. C a m '"' , .... u 1 ... , C , ... , i ~:; ·:::. u , ... , l rn 1..-.. 1 .;:, ·:; p ,·;, c: 1.-:. i 1· ·1 q t.!-.. , ,,. :::; u 1..1 t. h I...J 1::: ·: ::. t. r·..-! .:i r· ::.:_! ,·j r· .::: '"' 



Hall--- Cameron and Maybelle . 

:l:!.U .. ·· r::DI...Itld····d.::l!"iC ir·1q .. 
To a certain degree, I think square dancing might have had a 

·:::. o rn ''~ 1..-,1!·"1 iii t. ·;::.Jn .:1 l l '"' ·r· ·f· '"' c: t.. !·"1 '::: r· ''~ i , ... , t , ... , '"' i'l.:':l b o u .,·,11 .... 1::: .::1 " Po 1 ... 1 t. !) ''~ t.. I r·· ,,~ rn '"' 1n h ' ' ~ ,.... rn U 
f "' t .. h '"' , .... ,. , ... , '"' h' .;:, ·;:; t .. ,.-. u i n !:.:.1 t. o c at. •::: ,.... t. o 1...1 h ,.,, t.. t. h '"' p (:: o p l''' l ,J <:; , ... , t .. '"' d , ·r h (:: i r· I .. ·.J .,,,, .. . , t .. ·:::. <:: t 
that time were simply, theu wante1J an evening of h~lf square and half 
round. I must say myself , I found that most enjouab le too . I thoroughly 
en. ioued nice round-danc: in q. We are talkinq 1965, 66. I was 17. I remember 
in .. 1067, I was playing at-square dances o0er in.Glendale with Huddy 
MacMaster and I remember mu father was looking for round-d ance music for 
Saturday night in Mabou becaus~ people wanted to round and square. Just 
as 1 finished up with l~uddy in Glendale, I turned to this round-dancing . 
I plaued round-dancing for a few years myself too in Mabou because I know 
m u f .,·j t h '"' r·· 1/,1 .:;; ~:;. .,1 n ::-; i Cl i...J·:::. .. T , ... ,,,, u 1/,1 a n t. '"' d t D h .:J v ·=~ .,J ·::; i r: ::.:J ''~ r· .;;, n d .:.l 1.:.1 1...1 i t .. ::i r·· i ·::; t. d r·; d a 
piano .. Often on oc:cassion too I'd play round-.. dance pieces and a guitar is t 
v.:oL!l d .:.icc o mp an1,,,! tn•:': ········ ···· 11 

\' o:...1r·· Cl· .. ,,,,, J t, i r·; (J H•::: .::11··' ·1: .. 11 
··· • ·· ·• ··•· uo:..-1 k I"ID I..-.. 1, t h•:::·::;.:::• ·:::. u1· .. , q·::: . • 

Just very nice simple round-dance pieces, but people really loved them. 
We'd integrate about 20 minutes of round .... dancing between eJch square s et 
and it worked well, the floor would be filled .. They had round-dancing in 
the fifties at Glenville were FitzqerJld plaued. Winston Fitzqerald 
p l .:;, I:J c: d ;;, t.. fil i d :,..; ,·;, ':::! H -:1 l l i 1'·1 C l,:;, r, ·..,.· i l l ~:: ::· I t. ' ~::. i·i I) t .. ··· u p t h .::: , .... •::: ,·:, n ':::! m o r· , ~; b :.A -t-.. t , ... , .,:·, t .. 
~-.J -:·:·1·::; m i d l.·\' ·:71 u b :::! t ~, ... J i::: ::~ 1 .. 1 f\'1 <:i b () 1 ... 1 ·:·:"! n d I n \,.. 1:~ , .... l ... l f! ·:;; ·::. ~~ T 1-"i i::! ! .... 1:~ 1/\t ·=·J ·:::. ·:·:·, d ·:·:·! 1"'1 c: 1::: , ... ! ·:·:l 1 '!. t !· .. ! ::~ 1···. ~ ::! 

o 1,,1 n .::: d b ':::! D () n .. :;, l d fll ,;·, c: C l1::: l l <"~ 1"1 .. B u t.. hJ i r·, ~::. t .. C) n F i -!: .. :.:·:: !J c: r·· .:;; l d , !···, i ·:::. l::t r·· c: h 1::: ~::. t .. r· .:.1 

c () m p I'' i ·::; ,,,, d :..-J i t h , .... o 1...11'·, cl d.;:;!''! c •::: m 1...1·:::. i c: ,·;; ·::. !) .::: ll a·::; ·:::. q 1...1 a I'':::: d .,:t n c: '"' 1n 1...1 ·: ~ i c ., p, l...! -1:.. , .. , ,,~ 

had a saxophone plaqer E~nd <"~pianist and guitari st. Theq did 
i 1":·:::. t .. r·I...Jtn>::: r·,t .:ll·:::. .,'] r·, d lA i 1"1·::; ton,.. on oc: c: d·:; ·:::. i on.. 1/.JUI...J l d p l.::;u v.1a l t;:·:.~:::·:::. a·::; \.-.J•:~ ll ·' 
old - fashioned round waltzes .. This has been happening graduallu .. In the 
~.:.i 0 ~· ·:::. -:'1 n d (~ 0 !-' ·:::. !: 

171- Scutc:h fnur and 8-handed reels. 
He didn't knuw about that. I was at the oc:cassiunal concert at Broad 

Cove where I was watch ing Scotch Fours . It must ' ve been when I was 10 or 
12 uears old---aroun d 1960. 

·rhe priest 1:an b2 a veru staunch supporter in thJt h~ can sort of 
integrate the whole thing, the rel igion and the culture .. Father Gene 
tll' i q 1...1·'"· I~ .,:Jt'l !.-:. i n ,. l'·; ·=~ cl C) ''~ ·:::. t I·": .,:J t b •::: .,11...1 t i -f·' 1...1 l l'..i .. I -1: .. a 1. !.-:. •::: d t n .;;; ·I-' i d d l 1:: r· a :,.,: >::: •::: :.-:. .;:; q o 
t; l'l d h '"' ~=· ,·;; i cl ( .;;, t .. h •::: 1··· Ci .::: , ... , .::: ;::-, ~", !:.:.1 : . ..i ~::. Fi: .::, n k i , ... , 1::.; a·:::. ·:; o rn 1::: -!: .. !·": i n !:.:.1 i r1 h i 1n t . h .J t.. h 1::: c: d r·; ··· 
take the best out uf Jnq fiddler no ~ a tter how good that f i ddler is. He 
can get the best out uf a fiddler . Not all priests c an do th at, but he ' s 
o r; '"' t. h a t c: .;;, r; .. 

198 - Ddnce Prohibition .. 
Never have I heard they tried to stop the dancing .. But I heard that 

approx. 110 or 115 qears ago they tried to stop the violin playing. They 
felt there was a devilish sp irit or something of this nature connected 
with the music. Thare is a !story where Father Kanneth MacDonald, who was 



parish priest here, set out to collect all the violins in the Ma bou area 
during his t en year here as parish priest. I never heard anyt~1ing on th e 
cl ,·:; 1' '1 c i n ~J p "" r· '1: .. n 

::.:~ :L D .... \..I i o l i n :::) t 1:) l ·=~ ·:: .. 
You s ee a difference in the violin playing for example in 

Marqaree·-- - the Chisholms and another great violinist who has passed on, 
the late Angus Allen Gi l lis. he wa s from Southwest Marg~r~e. Gillisdale 
to be exact. These people were well·-known musicians. There music wa s 
: . ..1 n i q t..! •::: t o 1: .. h (: rr: <:'II'·· ~J <:'I I''· •::: '"' ·::; a r·1 d I !'"; 'v' c r· n •::: ·:::. ·:::. C D i... ll"'1 '!: .. ':::! ;:: ·:::. a m •::• .] :::. t .. h •::: Vi ,·:1 c: 1... '"' 1. l <:: n :::. 
over at Princeville in Inverness County, Theresa and a ll. Don a ld is 
especia lly an excellent strathspey player---the old time t ra ditional 
strathspeys whereas Theresa excell!5 in the Marches. sh e 's probjbly the 
greatest Cape Breton fiddler of Marche s. 

2 41·- Mabou Area violin styles . 
There is very distinct fiddling in Mabou. Th e style that is probably 

1n o ·::; t.. ;_,J '"' l l .. .. k n () 1,.,: !'': f' o ,.-. i.,l .::1 b o u ·F i d d l i , ... , q i ·: ::. '1: .. •::: , .... 1r1:::: d t .. h .;~ i''i .,j b o 1...1 c o .::1 l m i , ... ; ·=~ ·::. rn u ·::; i c .:J 1 

~!Y~:~l~~~~:r •• ~~2h~~e~~~D~~~~~s:~%~ei ~na~~7::::~:%o~~r£8~GB~g~gR~~g{0M0h9Y 
developed emplo ym en t of bow triplets or cuts as they are ca ll ed in Cape 
Breton and the use of?? picato the art of bo uncing the bow to achieve 
severa l distinct notes without rever s ing bow directions . Donald ~ngus is 
.::: !:; p '"' c i ,:; l '1.1:::! a m .,:1 ·:; t .. ,,,, ,.... o-r· t h i ·:::. d i ·f' ·r· i c 1...1 l 'i:.. t. •::: c h n i q 1...1 •::: .::1 c h i ''~ ·...,· '"' d 1..-J i t h t h · =~ m i d d l ,,, 
ha lf of the bow. In the example of the old-time wedding reel (on the 

::~o~dchS~22V2r!tt~;st~ate:~~c~e~~a~~~~e ~:n~~J~v~ 0~tnfh~e~~~~~u~~a{h~tn es 
~~~~~~q~~~hT~~;ec!:~~~e:xC7~~f~?2t~nt~~~Ymt~~t :~ew;~!Yf~gtt~eb2~~~g 
Breton fiddling and utilizitlg that very s killful'!. technique of bowing. 

270 - Other players. 
For s lo w aires you think of Winn ie Chafe, Buddy MacM aster. Buddy has 

-:'1 ·::; t '::) l•:: 0 f !·"; j ·;;) (j I,...,! I''; 1...! 1"'1 i q 1...1 •:':: t (j t.i·"; •::: ... J I...J d i q 1...! •:':: .:') !''· ( ' ·:':i , j··.j -::; t .. J l i •:~ f'•) ·:':) C fo'j d ·;:; t. •::: !''· ,. iJ G i...J 

always hear the overtones of the uncle, Buddy MacMaster in her music. The 
i n·f ll...!•:::nc: ''" o·r· ·':ill t !·";.;::·::,.;:: ·..,.· i o l i n i ·::; t ·::; .:,lr···::: com i r1 q out.. i , ... : t , ... ,,,, I) (:JI...In LICi·-· 
generations. I even hear overtones of the late Mary MacDonald i ll 
Natalie's fiddling .. She sounds a great 1Jeal like my dad's f i rst cousin . 
So I think that'd be tr emen dous if you'd get overtones elf th e Mabou Coal 
Mines Style along with the Buddy MacMast e r style of Judique. 

283- Willie Kennedy . 
Willie Kennedy came from Kenloch. Willie has his own un1que style of 

p l .::1 u i n :J • f.:1 n o t, h ·=~ r·· 1,.\1 ·=~ l l .... k n o ,,...J n f .,-:; m i l u ,. t h •::: C am p b ·=~ l l ·:::. u ·f· U l •:: r·1 or·· a F -:.1 l l ·:::. " t1 
very musical family and violins do exce ll in the Mabou Coal Mines musi ca l 

~~~ 1 7a~f~~u~~e!~e i!~:i~~n~ 8 ~=~~o?~~i~~a~~atnfg t~~kB~!~~ntt:e~ 0 =~~n?·~~ 
·f o t..-11·· ·, d rn ':::~ ~:.:J , .. \ -:':i J· .. , d rn o t h !:! r· :~ rn !::J d -:·:, d ;.' ·: ;:. m C) t..l· .. , ~ : :: 1.~. 'h' -:·:j ~ ~- .a ·r:· i 1.-. ·: ~. t c: o 1...1 ~:; i , ... , t o . ..,l o )·",1·1 

C ·cl rn p b •::': l '!. ' :":. f .'.'! t. !·"1 •:' ~ r· , ;;) 0 '!: .. h ·:':'1 'f:.. i'i'l I. A'::'· i C ·:!1 '1. ~:;. t.r· C El IH D f C ·:':'1 I'll p b •::': 'l. l ~; <':'11''1 d [', •::: .::1 '!: .. D n ·;,:. i ~;:. 
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can't m1ss i t. Sc1 when you listen to v iolin tapes of Donald Campbell and 
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they play those straths peys it's no wonder it's there, it's in the plasm 
C) ·F· t.l ... , j::! i r· b l u o d II 

304- Mus ic belonging to families. 
In t erpretations belong to certain families. I think of one tune in 
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interpreta t ion of it wi th his sister Marie on piano, they've recorded 
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plau it with a tremendous degree of excellence. To me I think it's more 
of an interpretation th.:ln uf d family reallu owning the thing. But if 
get into compositions there ' s more of an ownership thing. I remember 
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Dav i d Macisaac. Jerry phoned me and asked me if he cuuld put one of my 
ree l s on. To me that"s an honour. And that"ll gu out on thousands of 
copies. So I release ownership. They dun•t have to phone me. but theu're 
pauing you a cumpliment, 

333- Cape Breton Repertoire. 
I t is wide open. Budd'::) MacMaster plays su many of t he tun e s that 
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tunes that everu one of them are plauing. Theresa MacClellan, Kinnon . 
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350- Music: for a set. 
In a square set, i f the set i s danced r1roperly, four couples to the 
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