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Interview and filming with Willie Fraser, July 31, 1986 

000- Gaelic songs and prayers 

061- Mouth music and Maureen dancing. 

077- Mouth music 

108- Mouth music 

133- Mouth music 

140- Mouth music. 
The tunes that they're p1Rying today 1 these were the tunes (he just 

sang them). If a fiddle wasn't in the house when they were learning, he 
would have sung them. That's the way that she !Maureen) learned how to 
step-da nr:.e i:lnd ~1e didn't he<.ve tc,a mur:h musi.c in the hol\se. There \~ere nn 
tapes at that time. And she was very young and I would jig the tunes and 
she'd get out on the floor. It was so easy for Maureen to learn how to 
step-dante. She had it just the first time she jumped out on the floor. I 

• didn't have to teach Maureen. I used to dance in front of her alat when 
s he was in the crib. The first time s he got out on the floor, she danced 
and she had it right th ere. We danced in Inver ness at old home week. She 
was just a small little thing and I was so proud if Maureen. And I was 
doing them big steps at that time and she had them all. Claire was seven 
when she started. She danced pretty much the same. The boys can dance but 
they are kind of shy. 

181- When Wi11ie started dancing. 
1 started dancing abo ut 60 years ago , when 1 was just a little 

fellow. My father could dance and play the violin pretty good. He had 
thre('! nr four yot:orJ stt~ps. 1 le;:,rned them stL?p~., I h<~d "' !:lt·e;.Hn then. i'i 
fellow come to me rig ht in the bedroom ail dressed up and he'd show me a 
step, When he finished ~ step 1 a big hatch would open and he'd fall right 
down. And I'd co me downstairs in the morning and my father would say how 
did you sleep l ~st night and l'd say well, there's this young fellDw in . 
front of me 1 I felt so sorry for him. He was showing me a step and a big 
hatch would open and he'd go right down. And his father said well it l 
played a tune for you would you be able to do the st~p and I said sure. 
I · d g ~· t r i g h 'c out on t he f 1 o or <nt d X • d L1 c.1 'i.IH! s t e p , T h a t l'ifHI t on f or t h e 
longest time until l learned maybe a dozen steps from my dreams. After 
that I picked up ste ps fr om other good dancers. 

214-
He was bern not too far from here Sa int Rose? about fifteen miles 

fro m here. My father tame from Cape North and my mother in Saint Rose. 
They could dan~e a little bit and play alot of music. 1 kept dancing. 
There was alot of dancers a that time but it seems i got ahead of them. 
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~lhen l found 01.1t 1 cr_:,l\lri de~nc.e in fn>nt c.d· the big \~Jh~'eh;, thE') musir: f)t 

Angus Chisholm and Sandy MacLean, Donald Angus Beaton ••• if you cou1a 
dance in front of them you were so mething. Then l got a te~11 to go to the 
Highland Games in Antigonish a long tim e ago and I danced there f or about 
1 2 y f.' M s • 1' h e y t iHHHJ h t 1 "'' 01 s p r e t t y ~! o o d • i~ t t h cl t t i m ~~ t. h E.' rr~ ~u~ :; n ' t <11 '.'l i; 
of goc:•d d;:..nc:er!:'. ld:e today. D;:..nc:ing clo!::>e l:o the floor th;:..t means alot. I 
never went in for quiv er dancing. 1 don't dance too much now e~iter 60 
years of dancing. 

27 0-
We didn't have a prompter the Dtner night so it makes it a little 

harder. We went through t he set pretty good. 

285- Steps belonging to people. 
He ' d pick up ~teps from ether people 1 but most of daddy's steps are 

his own steps. Mo st of them are my own. When you get about a dozen nice 
s tep s on the s low strat hspey and reel you kno~, \:hen you can mak e your 
own if you have it. The same thing on t he reel. When you know 12-15 steps 
then you listen tc t he music, then you co uld add on your own steps. But 
you have got to know the tune and then it's s o easy for your feet to do 
the step. Mo st of th e tunes are Gaelic Scotch. !He sings- 306 ) He tells 
the stor y of the so ng. !The womand dies without the priest and the devil 
tool:: her.) 

328- Willie ' s stP.ps. 
There aren't other peopl e around who do my steps . Just Maureen and 

Claire. There's one young felloN Ashley Macisaac who dancP.s just like me. 
H P. ' 5 1! ye<.~r!':. l1-f· <t.g~1 . 1 thin)~ lt ~las a gift to him ttw, 1t wa s \H1 easy 
for me as soon as I heard a tune, 1 was out with th e steps · and it was the 
same f or Maureen. When s he was 3 and a half year!':- of age. l 'd start the 
tune and Maureen was out on the floor and s he had all of my steps. 
Maur ee n is young and s he ca n do them all . I can't do them all now. l used 
to go up on s tage and dance to 2 strathspeys and 2 reels. I'd get off 
stage and they'd rheer me bac k. And I'd have to do the same th i ng ov e r 
aga in. I c:<~n't do that nnw. I'm too heavy . 

359- Number of steps in th ei r repertoire. 
Exactly the way Daddy taught us, when you have 12 steps in your 

stathspey and 12 in the reel 1 then Claire and I hav e different variations 
of the steps and that can go up to lik e 100 steps. There are certain 
beginner steps. You could give them 7 f irst in the beginner in the 
strat hspey and maybe 10 in th e reel. If they go in the advanced class, 
give them another 10 or so. You (Drelate the steps one after the other. 
You have them in your mind before you go up. It' s not that you plan it 
t hat 1·1a y 1 they just seem to c 1:.me ou\:. that W<I Y· On~:: ~·tep ll~i:\d\':· eF.Isily into 
another one. You line them up a little bit. 

~) 80-

There's alot of good mu 5ic tod ay but we had good music 60 years ago 
too. Befo r e my timP. they had this music and step-dan cing ju s t on the 
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Island of Cape Breton . I moved away from here a little bit in Canada and 
all through c.'nd intc• 'che ;-;tates. Tri.ps and t:t)nr.erts. They haven't got 
this step-dancing away fro m here. lt's just the lsland of Cape Breton. 
They have a little bit in Boston, but the people ar~ from Cape Breton. A 
little in Detroit 'cause there are Cape Bretcnners there too. There's a 
Cape Breton Club in Detroit. 

398- Danced in Antigonish in 194B. 
The concert under the stars. There was only two of us who could 

step-dance---myseli an d Alex Angus Macisaac. We were back and forth there 
for quite a few years. Then there was the MacDonnells and the Smiths. 
They were good violin players. Step-dancing and violin too. 

407 -
People step-dancod as much when he was younger in the sets. Many 

p~opel step-danced back them. They were prob ably doing the basic rhythm 
steps then. Maybe they weren ' t stage people. The hop and the hop back 
steps. ''{ears ago they were ;:..11 step-dancers then . Drivin' her pretty 
good. But they weren ' t stars by any menas and they knew how to go 
through a square set better than today. There Hasn ' t such a thing as this 
twist business . Just a sq uare set and violin mu s ic. 

428- Figures in a set. 
There were four figures. Now there 's three. Two in the slow and two 

in the fast. They danced with every partner until they came back home. 
(Like the figure Peter Mac kay called at Scotsvi1 1e) Maybe there were five 
figures like in the schoolhouses. 

459- Number of couples in a set. 
Thay ~~oul d Linubl e on the IH~ads and the side~ .• Tho;.t woul rl be d ght 

couples. Alot of dancing and alot of pushing. It was the same figures but 
there were 8 couples---double on the heads and on the sides if they were 
short of space. You were doubling up. They called that an B couple sq uare 
s e t . T h H e:· vw Lll t\ b !') ·i· o L\ r· p e o p 1 e em e a c h s i Li e . ( j i. g s o\ t.lm e ) 

Side B-

(i(l(l -

If he had eight touples 1 he could show the m how to do it. He shows 
it to us. The s ides would cross over and the heads would cross over . This 
was for the fir9t figure. Instead of what we were doing the other night . 
It's like an old quadrille. He's explaining to us the set. First only 
half the people do the grand chain at one time . Form two little circles 
nf eight and do a grand chain. !lOll We haven't got enough people to show 
it. ThiE. 1·1as to a ft\~;t tunP. . The fig ure is the \':·<'! Ole bvt it is doub1 eo up. 
They did a basket too. 11621 It was really in a different manner. lit was 
like all twisting around. !174) fi ni shed. 


