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000~ Gaeplic sonps and pravers

D41~ HWounth music and Waureen dancing.

T

77~ Houth ausic
108- Fouth music
L S0 flouih musico

140~ Foukh music.

The tunes that they're playing ftoday, these were the ftunes {(he jusi
sang them). If & fiddie wasn't in the house when they were learning, he
would have sung them, That's the way that she {WHaureen) learned how fo
step-dance and we didn't have too munh music in the house. There were np
tapes at that time. And she was very vouno and 1 wowld jig fhe tunes and
she'd get out on the fioor. (f was so easy for Waureen to learn how Lo
siep-dance, Bhe had 3t just the first time she ijumped owt on the floor, |
didn't have to teach Mawreen., [ used to dance in front of her alal when
ahie was in the crib. The first time she golt out on the floor,; she dapced
antt she had it right there. We danced in Inverness at old home week. She
was just a small litile thing and 1 was so prowd 34 Mauwreen, fnd [ was
doipg them bhig steps at that time and she had them all. Glaire was seven
when she started. Bhe dapced pretty puch the same. The boys can dance but
they are kind of shy. '

181- When Willie started dancing,

Ustarted dancing about &0 years ago, when | was just a little
fellow. v falther could dance and play the violin gretiy good. He had
three or four gopd steps, 1 learned thep steps. T had a drean then. A
fellow come to me right in the bedroom aill dressed up and he'd show me a
step, When he finighed a step, & big hatch wonld open and he'd 4all right
down. Apd 1°d come dowpstairs in the morning and my fabther would say how
did you sieep last night and 1'd say well, there’'s this young fellpw in
front of me; 1 felt so sorry for him. He was showing me a step and 4 big
hatch would open and he'd oo right dowp. find his father said well 14 1
plaved a ftune for you would yvou be able to do the step and 1 said sure.
Prd get vight oot op the floor and 1'd do the step. Thal went on for the
longest time until I iearned mayhe a dozen steps from my dreams. ffter
that 1 picked up sipps from othey oood dancers,

214-

He was born net too far from bere Saint Hose? abowt fifieen miles
fram here. Wy father came from Cape Narth and my mobher in Saint Rose.
They could dance & 1ittle it and play aleot of eesic, 1 kept dancing.
There was alot of dancers a that time but it seems 1 got ahead of then.



When 1 found ont 1 conld dance in front of the big wheeis, the music of
Angus Chisholm and Sandy Waclbean, Donald Angus Beaton...if you could
dance in front of them you were sopething. Then T ogob oa call o go fo the
Highland Bames in Antigonish a long time ago and 1 danced there for about
12 years. They thougnt 1 owas pretity ooed, /Y that time there wasn't alog
of good dancers like today. Dancing close fo the floor that means alot., I
nevery went in for guiver dancino, 1T don't dance too ouch now after &0
years of dancing.

270~
We didn't have a prompter the pither nioht so it makes 14 a 1ittle
harder. We went throwoh the sel pretty good.

D%~ Bleps helopginog o people,

He'd pick wp ateps from othey people, bui most of deddy’'s steps are
hiis own steps. Wost af them are my ocwn. When you ceb ahout & dozen nice
steps on the slow strathspey and veel you know, fhen you can aake your
oun if you have it. The same thing aon the reel. Yhen you know 12-1% steps
then you disten to the music, fhen yvou could add on your own steps. Buot
you have got to know the tune and then it's =0 easy for your feet to do
the step, Host of the toupes are Gaelic Scetch, {(He sinps- 3041 He tells
the story of the song. {The womand dies without the priest and the dewvil
tonk her.)

328- Willie's steps.

There aren’'t otheyr people around who do ey steps, dost fawreesn and
Claire. There's one young feliow Ashley Macisaac who dances just like me.
He's 11 years of aoge., I think it was & gift to him too, It was so masy
for me as soon as { heard a tune; I was out with the steps and if was the
same for Mavreen, When she was 3 and a hald years of zoe. 1'd etart the
tune and Maureen was out on the floor and she had all of my steps.
flavrern is young and she can do thesm all, I can't dn thes all now, 1 used
to go up on stage and dance to @ strathspeyes and 2 reels. 1°d get off
stage and they'd cheer me hack, And 1°d have to do the same thing over
again. I wan't do that now. D'm too heavy.

AE8- Number of steps in their repertoire,

Exactiy the way Daddy taught ws, when you have 12 steps in vour
stathepey and 12 in the reel, then Claire and I have different variations
af the steps and that can go up o like 100 steps. There are cerbain
beginner steps, You could give them 7 first in the beoinner in the
strathspey and mayhe 10 in the reel. {f they go in the advanced class,
pive ihem anothey 10 or @0, You verelate the steps one aftter the other.
You have them in your mind before you go wp. $€'s5 nob fhat you plan it
that way, they just seem to come oul that way. One step leads easily into
anciher one. You line fhem up a 1itile hit,

2RO~
There's alot of good music today bot we had good music &0 vears zago
toa. Before my time they had this music and step-dancing just on the



island of Dape Hreton, T moved away frvom here a 1ittle bit o Canada and
all throwgh and into the States. Tripe and concerts. They haven't gotb
thie step-dancing away from here, 10's Just the lsland of Cape Breton.
They have a little bit in Boston, but the oeople are from Cape Breton. #
Tittle in Detroit 'cause there are Lape Bretonnere ihere too, There's a
Cape Breton Club in Deitroif.

98- Danced in Antigonish in 1948,

The concert upder the stars. There was oniy two of wus who could
stpp-danve--~pyselt and Alew Angus Havleaac, We were back and forth there
for quite a few years. Then there was the MacDonnells and the Smiths.
They were good violin players, Shep-dancing and violin ton.

407~

feople step-danced as much when he was younaer in ihe sels. Many
peopel step-danced back them. They were prebably doing the basic rhythn
steps then., Maybe they weren’'t stage people, The hop apd the hop back
steps. Years agp they were all step-dancere then. brivin' her pretty
good. Buit they weren’'t stars by any menas and they knew how to go
thraowugh a saquare set better than today. Thers wass't such a thing as this
twisl business, Jusi a spuere set and violin susic.

428~ Figures in a sel.

There were fonr figures, Now there’s thres. Two in the slow and two
in the fast., They danpced with every partper until they came bhack homne.
{Like the fioure Peler Mackay called at Scotsvilled Haybhe theve were five
figures like in the schoolhouses.

H5% - Numbey of conples in a sel,

They would dooble an the heads and the sides, That would be eight
couples. Alot of dancing and alot of pushing. It was the same figuras but
there were 8 couples---double on the heads and on the sides it they wers
short of space. You were doubling wp. They called that ap @ couple sguare
set. There wonld he four peoaple on epach side, {(jips & tune)

Side B-

000~

14 he had eight couples, he could show them how to do it. He shows
it to us. The sides wonld cross over and the heads wounld cross over. This
was for the first figure. Instesd of whal we were doing the other night.
It s like an old quadrille. He's guplainipng to us the set. First oniy
halt the prople do the orand chain at one vimee., Form two little civecles
nf eight and do a grand chain. (101} We haven't wol enough people to show
it, This was fn a fast tune., The tioure ie the same bul it is doobled up,
They dig a basket too. {1420 Tt was really in a different manner. {1t was
Tike all twisting around, (174) fipished.



