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Interview with Duncan A. t1.:~cDonald, Jtdy 13 1 1986. 

014- Dancing. 
When 1 started going to dantes 1 they danced square set&. lhere were 

only four couples to a set and they had a violin player then and they 
wouldn't dance unles s somebody prompted the set. They danced four fi gures 
to a set. They stopped having four fig ure s and f our couples to a set when 
they started dancing in those big halls. The dantes I used to go to were 
in school houses. There were just t~o fiddlers playing together and the 
prompter and they danced until 1 or 2 in the morning, Once they started 
in the big halls, thye start~ d gathering up 25 couples in the set. They 
don't dance it right at all . I went to a few of them but I didn't like 
them as well. The dances in the halls started after the 30's in Judique 
here . Even then when they started in the halls first, they used to dance 
fo ur couples to a se t . The halls were bigger so they had 12 or 14 or 16 
s e t ~; fJ o i n g 01. t on e t j_ m e • T h e p r o m p t e t- s ~~ e n• t h e r e • T h e y g D t up t o a p i <l n \:-1 

then with the violin players. The calling stopped in the fifties. Angus 
Hugh Ma cEachern was a good caller and he used to dance in all the sets, 
It made it alot b~tter when the caller was in the set. There was nobody 
going wrong then. When the danc es moved to the hall s, the caller started 
being on the stage. When there was no taller, they just started the music 
and they danced ~ithout a caller. At the old time dances in the school 
houses and at the box parties, after they danced a few sets, they called 
for a Scotch Four. 

080- Srotch Four 
lln school houses or at box s oci als) There us ed to be older people 

there, 2 men and 2 women got on the floor and they'd do a sc otch four. 
Four people go to dan~e together. They just went around first in a 
circle. Then the girls faced one ano ther and the men faced une anot he r 
an tl ;d t e· r t. hey d i.~ n t: fH! f!:r I' p <W t o + t h !? 1.: u n e 1 tIn~ y VH~ n t a r o \.1 n rJ <•. l:i <d. n and 
when the fast turn came on 1 the men went back and stepped her off. Once 
i n a 1·1 l'r i 1 e p e o p l e d c.l t h i ~' t. D d .~ y • ( St. r a t h '-· p ~J y h r s t. t h E? n t h e r e e l ) T\1 e y 
danced until they got tired. 

117- Eight-hand reel. 
Another dance that I danced, It was all one figure. lt started off 

with the ladies on the right ••• there was a prompter with it. I got that 
going her e too. Al~~ Graham was one of the people. I could put it 
together agai n. All the people tould step dance. Here is his description 
as he told it for the video: 

They starte d in a cirtle and went to the left half way and back to 
the right. They step danced before swinging their partners. Then 
right hand to your partner and sw ing your partn&r whan you get back. 
Ladies in th~ centre holding hands 1 half way around !go around in a 
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circle> and the gents gc the oppo st te way. Then they come back to 
their places and s wing their own. Then s tep-dance and r i ght hand to 
your par t ner again. The n the men go up and do the same thing and 
back to their pia[es and right hand to your partner and swing your 
awn and you st ill step-da nce al l the tim e . Then tha next one after 
that right ha nd to your part ners and once and a half on the heads 
and on~e and a half on t he si des and $Wing your lef t-ha nd lady till 
yeou get to the la s t one !you do eac!-J la.dyl till you get to you r o~1n. 
You do it four tjmes 1 tw i ce ea ch side . (You do a ha lf-prom ena de 
across with your left-hand lady) You s wing your left-hand lady and 
th an right hand to your partner. You make s ure when you get to your 
left-hand lady you get back to your places and swing agai n . You do 
t hi s onc e with a diffe re nt partner until you get back home. At the 
EO-nd, all up in the t:entr-e and drive ' er on the steps. 

160 - Box parti es . 
They dancad se t s and about 10:00 1 everythi ng st opped and they had an 

auctioneer and they auctioned off th e boxes. Th e girls had their name s on 
the boxes and you wouldn't know whose box it was until after you bought 
it. Then you wne t looking for t he lady and you sa t some pl ace and had t ea 
and alot of times and often she had a packagR of cigarettes you cou ld buy 
for 10 cants for the man. Alct of times, may be he took her home aft~r 
t hey ate wh at wa s in the box. 

172- Church Picnic s. 
The church picni cs the y had them going here in Judique pretty well 

for years. I t was alot of hard wor k fo r the women. Everybody went th e re 
t wo or three days befor e bui lding stages---n o one getting paid for it 
e i ther. They get everyt hi ng ready and the women prepared the fo od and 
they bought an anim al fro m som ebo dy and but cher it and get a roast made. 
They ~.1~<-l ay\i; pllt up a good dinner th~:~t yoLJ could bLIY for fifty cent s . 'i ou. 
tould get into the picnic for a quarter. Pop was five to ten cents a 
bottle. They danced th e se t s on s tag 8s. You paid lO cents a set. You 
bought tickets. A man came around and collected the t icket s before they 
start ed thf:l seL ,Ju st the men pai d, They done lot s of Sc: o~fours_ then. 
There could be about 8 se t s on the stage. There wa s only one stage. 
They'd pu t a few poles on top to keep it kind of tool. The last picnic 
1·1a s in 1967 . 

21 i) - ~·ledd:i ng~, 

The weddings used to 
and dancing. The sets an d 
wedding reel is. 

224- Eight hand re e l. 

be a t th e hou ses. There'd be just a big feed en 
t he scotch four. He doe s n't know what the 

T;:dk:, abol\t the P.ight-h.:~nrl reel Clt)flin. The l.:1die~; 1ed ofi- tel the 
r ight one time and the gents Jed off to t he left one t im e. They swung 
around then and th ey tome to their places and then they we nt ever to the 
l ef t iu.rand chain) ttntil yol\ m ~:et your ~drl a g.:tin <1nd 'i.hen thP.y prom enad t'' 
back to their pl ac:es . Then they step- dant ed to beat the band ai-ter th a t 
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in a ~ircle. The n all the girls went in the centre and joined hands and 
th ey went aro und and th ey ste p- danced and the men went ar ound the outside 
and step-danced. Then the gir ls ca me out and the men we nt i n. There's a 
r ~ g h t a h n t:\ to y tH! r p <1 r t n e r td t ~ 1·· t h i:\1. a 1 ). t h e \'I a y i:lt" o u n d an tl s t e p - o ann~ 
agai n. That's abo ut the whole t hi ng . 

2•1£:.- Fir s t t:'i rne hG danced the fi-hantl reel. 
It was 59 year s ago. I was up to my mother's peo pl e in River De ny s 

Mountain. We we nt on a c:eilidh down to this John Matlellan· s . There was 
mu sic there and they decided to dance the eight-hand reel and th ey got me 
to go in with t hem. I re member i t from t hat. I l earned to st~p - danc~ by 
myself. My f ather was a s t ep-da ncer, He 'd be half brother to Angu s 
MacEachern and Johnny the Carpe nter. They were step-danters too. 

264- J i gging t une s . 
My sister knew them all. She lives in Glencoe Mill s . Her name i s 

Rachael MacDonald. 

27 '1 ·- H e j i g s a t tHH~ • ( 2 7 9 ) 
Th at '5 the way you learned tune s first. I used to go to dances and 

I ' d vi a k e L\ p i n t h e m or n i n g an d i f I ' d h ea r t h e t u n e i t vi C•li.l d b e r i g h t i n 
my hea d i:l n d 1 · d h ave t. Cl g P. 'c up a n tl \'. a k ~ t h e ·f j d d l r::· f.•. n cl p 1 a y i t . 1 q td '\'. 
long ag o. I used to play at dances . I played at boM parties . 

29 1- Song - dances. 
He doesn 't know abou t th ese. 

294- Sto ry about a box party. 
They alw ays had a few drinks ar ound and get feeli ng pretty good anti 

they'd go into th e bedroo m. All join hands and s ing away t he Gaelic 
scH·,gs. The· songs ~~ere .. · by them sr.: l v!?s, T h ~ d;wr:ing ~1 ent by i\:st;•H to o. 

301- End of interv i ew. 

302- Description of eight-handed reel fro m film in g day. 


