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Interview with Duncan A. HacDonald, July 13, 1984,
0%~ Duncan A, HNacbopald, Mavch 14, 1915, in Jdudigue, Hox 11 Jdudigue,

Old- Dancing.

When 1 started gping to dances,; they danced spuare sefs, There were
only four couples to & seb and they had & vielin player then and they
windldn 't dance unless somebody proppled the set, They danced {four figures
te a set. They stopped having four figures and four counles fo a set when
they started dancing in those big halls, The dances 1 used o gn to were
in schoal houses. There were just two fiddiers playing tagether and the
prompier and they danced until 1 or 2 in the eorning, Unce they staried
in the bip halis,; thye started gathering up 25 couples in the set. They
doen’t dance it right at all, 1 went to a few of them bot § didn't Iike
them as well, The dances in the halls started affer the 30's in Judigue
here, Even then when they started in the halls first, they uvsed to dance
four couples to a set. The halls were bigger so they had 12 ar 14 of 16
seta going at one time, The prompiers were there, They gob up tooa planc
then with the viaelin players. The calling stopped in the fifties. Angus
Hugh MacEachern was a good caller and he uveed to dance in &1l the seis,
it made it alot better when the caller was in the set. There was nobody
going wrong then, When the dances moved Yo the halls, the caller staried
being on fhe stage. When there was no rcaller, they just started the music
ang they danced without a caller. AU the old time dances in the school
houses and at the box parties; after they danced a few sete, they called
for a Scotch Four,

ORO- Scotch Four

(In schonl houses or at box socialse) There used Lo be older people
there, 2 men and 2 wemen got on the flowr and they'd do a seotch four.
Four people go fto dance fogetber. They jusi weni arocond fivat in &
circle. Then the girls faced one another and the men faced ane apoiher
and after they danced for part of the tune, they went around again and
when the fast turn came on, the men went back and stepped her ofi. Once
in a while people do this today., (Btyvathspey first then the reel) They
danced until they oot tired.

P17~ Eight-hand reel,

Another dance that 1 danced. It was 811 wpne figure., 1t started off
with tThe ladies nn the right...there was & prompier with it. I got that
ooing here too, Ales Brabam was one of the people, © couwld put it
together again, ALL the people could step dance. Here is his descripition
e he told i1 for the videos

They started in a civele and went to the ledft half way and back to
the right. They step danced bhefore swinging their partners. Then
right hand Yo your partner and swing your parinper when yoo get back,
Ladies in the centre holding hands,; hald way around {go around in a
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circle) and the gents gp the opposite way. Then they come back to
their places and swing their own. Then step-dance and right hand to
your pariner agsin, Then the een go up and do the same thino and
back to their places and right hand to your partner and swing vour
own and you still step-dance all the time. Then the next one after
that right hand to your partners and ance and a half on the heads
and once and & half on the sides and swing your lefi-~hand lady till
yau get to the last one {you do each lady) till you get fto your own.
You do it four times, twice gach side. (You do a halé-promenade
across with your left-hand lady) You swing your left-hand lady and
then right hand to your pariner, You make sure when you aet o your
left-hand lady you gel back to your places and swing again. You da
this mnce with a different pariver until you get back bhome, AL the
end; &ll up in the centre and drive 'er on the steps.

160~ Hox parties,

They danted sefs and about 103500, everyihing stopped and they had an
Aauctinneer and they avctioned off the bowes. The girls had their names on
the bpxes and you wouldn't know whose box it was until after you houpht
its Then you wnet looking for the lady and vou sat some place and had tea
and alot of tipes and often she had & package of cigarettes ypu could huy
for 10 cents for the man. flot of times, mavybe he toak her home after
they ate what was in the box.

i72- Church Ficnics.

The church picnivs they had ther going bere in Judigue pretty well
for years. It was alob of hard work for the women. Everyhody went there
two or three days before building stages---no pne getting paid for it
either. They get everything ready and the women prepared the food and
they bought an animxl from somebody and buteher it and oot & roast made,
They always put up a good dinner that you could buy for fifty cents. You
copld get ipto the picnic for & guarter. Fop was five to ten cenie a
kottle. They danced the sets on stapes. You paid 10 cents & set. You
bought tickets., A mpan came around and collected the tickets before they
started the set. Just the men paid. They done lots of Scofch fours then.
there could be about 8§ sets on the stage. There was only one stage.
They'd put & few poles on top to keep it kind of cool. The last picnic
was in 19467,

210- Weddings,

The weddings wesed to be at the howses, There'd be just & big feed on
and dancing. The sets and the scoteh four. He doesn't know what the
wedding reel ig.

'

234 Eiaght hand reel,

Talks about the eight-hand ree)l again, The ladies led off to the
right one time and the genis led off to the left one time. They swung
around then and they come to their places and then they went nver tn the
Jedtt {grand chain) until you meet your girl again and then they promensde
back Lo their places, Then they step-danced to heat the band after that




in a circle. Then all the girls went in the centre and joined nands and
they went around and they step-danced and the men weni arpund the outside
and step-danced. Then the givis came out and the men went in. There's a
right ahnd to your partner after that all the way around and step-dance
again. That's about the whole thing.

26— First time he danced the H-hand reel,

It was 39 years ago. [ was up to my mobher's people in River Denvs
fountain. We went on a ceilidh down to this Jdohn Maclellan's. There was
music there and they decided to dance the eight-hand reel and they gut ne
o go in with them, I remenber it from that, I learned to step-dance by
myself. Hy father was a step-dancer. He'd he half brother to fAngus
Mackachern and Johnny the Carpenter, They were step-dancers too,

264~ Fiuging tunes.
My sister knew thee all. She lives in Glencoe Mills., Her nanme is
Rachael Machonald,

14~ He jigs a tune, (Z79)

That's the way vou learned tunes first, [ veed to go in dances and
I'd wake up in the morning and if 1'd hear the tune it would be right in
my wead and 1°d have to get up and take the fiddle and play it. 1 guit
iong age. I used to play at dances. I played at wvow parties.

291- Song-dances,
He doessn't know ahout these.

294- Htory about a box pariy.

They always hat & few drinke around and get feeling pretty good and
they'd ao into the bedroom. #11 join hands and sing away the Gaslic
songs. The sonos were-by themselves, The dancing went by itseld too,

30i- End of interview.

A2~ Deseription of eight-handed reel from tilming day,



