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SAM LANGFORD 
The Bluenose Belter 

By J. EARLE PEMBERTON 

About thirty years ago Sam Lang
ford told this writer that the only 
thing that kept him from becoming 
heavyweight champion of the world 
was that mother nature happened to 
dip him in a barrel of tar instead of 
a tub of whitewash when he was 
born. Family records show that Sam 
Langford was born March 4, 1883, at 
Weymouth Falls. Nova Scotia. Run
ning away from home when he was 
about 14, Sam headed for Boston, 
where he secured employment as a 
stableboy with Dr. Blodgett, a phy
sician at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital. 

Signed Boxing Contract 
When "Belting Sambo" was close 

to 19 years old, he signed a boxing 
contract with Joe Woodman, a Bos
ton druggist. This is how Woodman 
tells of hooking up with Langford: 

"It was in November, 1902," said 
Joe. "The air was sharp. I was sit 
ting at the back door of my little 
drugstore, when along came a lean, 
hungry - looking young Negro lad, 
shivering under a bathrobe and 
leading a yeller dog. Both dog and 
owner were looking for food. Each 
appeared to have gone without it 
for some time. 

"The lad doffed his cap and asked, 
'Ain't you got some work I can do, 
mister?' I told him I had nothing, 
but for pity handed him a quarter 
and told him to be on his way. I left 
the store to go over to the Lenox 
Club to arrange ,a small card of 
bouts for the following night, and 
when I got back, there in front of 
the drugstore was the Negro boy, 
with a load of doughnuts and bro
ken cakes, feeding himself and his 
dog. The janitor told me that while 
I was gone, the boy helped clean up 
and washed the window. 

"What's yer name, sonny?" I ask
ed. 'Tham Langford,' he replied with 
a grin.' '\VeIl, yer a willing boy and 
maybe I can find something for you 
to do,' I told him. 'You can come 
down to my club and help keep it 
clean. I'm going to give you an extra 
quarter, Sam,' I told him, 'and I'll 
give you and your dog a warm place 
to sleep tonight.' 

"Then came the chance for Sam. 
One of the boys in my preliminary 
bouts f.ailed to show up and I asked 
Langford to go out and get me a 
substitute whom I named, and to 
m y surprise Sam replied, 'Why can't 
I fight for you, boss?' I couldn't put 
him in with a prc:l'essional, so I gave 
him fifty cents and told him to enter 
an amateur tournament, with the 
promise that if I thought he looked 
good, I'd give him a chance to fight 
for my club as a pro. Well, he made 
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out every opponent he facedl e. xceptc' I 

one." . 
And that's the story of how-Sam 

Langford embarked on a ring career 
that lasted 22 years and carried him 
to all parts of North America, Lon
don, Paris, Australia, New Zealand, 
Mexico, and back to America. Joe 
Woodman, now past the 80 mark, 
ma de a statement in April 1954 in 
which he said: "Sam fought men 
against whom the present crop of 
heavies would look like pygmies in 
ability. He never held a title but had 
the fates been kinder to him, he 
would have been the possessor of 
five world championships." 

When asked how Floyd Patterson 
would have fared off against Lang
ford, Woodman grinned. "All Sam 
would have to do is take a deep 
breath and blow it in Patterson's 
face. A couple of good raps on the 
chin and Sam could go home early." 

Sam CaUed His Shots 
Many stories have been told about 

the humorous side of Langford. Here 
are a few in which Sam ca.1led his 
shots. In 1909, Sam took on "Iron" 
Hague in London. In this bout Sam 
hit Hague so hard that the Britisher 
when f.alling broke his ankle and 
was counted out in the fourth round. 
The bout took place at the London 
Sporting Club and Peggy Bettinson, 
manager of the club, liked to tell 
this one about Langford. American 
fighters appearing in London invar
iably refused to accept the referee 
first named. But Sam said nothing. 

"Langford, you are the first Amer
ican to appear at this club who did 
not complain about our choice of 
referee," said Bettinson. 

"Mr. Bettinson, I always ca.r;ry my 
referee with me," said Langford. 

WILFIE GREAVES 
Canadian Middleweight Champion 
and former British Empire title hol
der, who will meet Blair Richardson, 
middleweight champion of Eastern 
Canada, in a. return lO-round cham
pionship bout in Cape Breton late 
in September. Watch for the date 
and place. 

"Why, that's preposterous," re
plied Peggy. "It's against the rules. 
You can't do that." 

"Oh, yes I can-and h ere is my 
referee," shouted Langford. He h eld 
up his ponderous r ight arm and dou
bled his ham-like fist under Bettin
son's nose. "Boss," he said, "this is 
my referee," and Bettinson laughed 
himself sick. 

Out in Cheyenne in 1910, Sam, 
then in his prime, took on a giant 
Negro by n ame of Nat Dewey. Sam 
was booked also for a bout on the 
coast and he was anxious to take 
the only train out of Cheyenne that 
night for California - a train that 
left at 10:30. To do so, it would have 
been necessary for him to make 
short his bout with Dewey. Coming 
out of the dressing room, Sam re
marked to Joe Woodman, his man
ager, "Mr. Woodman, one round, 
and we go." 

True to his prediction, h e landed 
just two punches and Dewey hit th e 
canvas with a thud. Dewey was fast 
asleep when the count was com
pleted and when he finally did come 
to, he looked at the referee, who had 
carried him to his cOlner , and said: 
"I's ready boss." "Ready? The fight's 
aU over! " replied the official." 

(continued on p age 4) 
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BASEBALL 
The Days of 1931 

By J . EARLE PEMBERTON 
On the afternoon of August 8, 

1931, at the old Black Diamond 
Park at New Aberdeen followers of 
Colliery League Baseball witnessed 
one of the most brilliant exhibitions 
of pitching ever displayed on a 
Cape Breton diamond. 

Hyler "Lefty" Wilson was on the 
mound for Tablehead while Pete 
MacKillop was serving them up for 
t he Hub team. Equally sharing 
honors was Hyler's capable battery 
mate Ossie Sullivan. The game 
which ended in a 5-0 shutout was 
a pitching duel from start to finish. 
Wilson pitched a magnifieant game. 
Besides shutting out the strong Hub 
team he sent ten of their heavy hit
ters down swinging and his support 
at times bordered on the sensational. 

The pitching of Pete MacKillop 
left nothing to be desired but his 
support was leaky in spots. Table 
Head got the jump on the Hub 
boys by shoving two runs across in 
the first inning. They chalked up 
another in the second, tallied again 
in the sixth a.nd got over their last 
l'un in the eighth. The game was 

well h andled by two old- timers who 
have since beaten us to the border, 
the late Roddie McIntyre was at the 
plate and Sammy Melanson on the 
bases. Below are the lineups of both 
teams in that history making game. 

Tablehead 
Sulliv,an, c.; Wilson, p.; Roddie 

MacDonald, 1st.; Clarence Beaton, 
2nd.; Henry Bradbury, 3rd.; Arthur 
Moore, s.s. ; Allan J. Morrison, Lf.; 
Byron Morrison, c.f.; and Duncan 
Martin, r.f. 

Hub Team 
Joe Batten, c.; Pete MacKillop, p.; 

Wilfred MacKinnon, 1st. ; Elwin Le
reaux, 2nd.; Massey Harris, 3rd.: 
Alf MacPherson , S.S.; Joe "Sally" 
MacNeil, r.f.; Cliff Sullivan, c.f.; and 
George Morgan, l.f. 

Played Conn ecticut Yankees 
Another thrilling game that Sul

livan and Wilson figured in took 
place at the old South St. Ball 
Park, in 193 1, when the Tablehead 
team took on the barnstorming Con
necticut Yankees in an exhibition 

game. The visitors were a highly
ra ted outfit and were brought to 
Cape Breton by Mickey Walsh. A 
banner crowd of about 5,000 enthus
iastic fans were on hand. The 
Yankees boasted a ca tcher , one 
Doug Haxvey, a six-foot, 2DD-pound 
Holy Cross star. The big fellow was 
well advertised as a slugger and had 
been belting them out of parks at 
St. John , Moncton, Amherst and aU 
down the line. When he faced the 
fast-balling Hyler it was a different 
story. Three times the big boy came 
to bat and three times Hyler sent 
him back to the bench without a 
hit. 

Fans Razzed Him 
The fan s started to get on 

Harvey's back and were razzing him 
in no small way. F ourth time up 
the fans were laying it on worse 
than ever. This was too much for 
the big fellow to take. 

Giving the diamond a lusty wallop 
with, his bat he stepped out and 
said to Ossie, "Tell your pitcher to 
put one in there that I can get hold 
of." 

"O.K., get ready," said Ossie, " I'm 
going to caU for one right down the 
alley." 

There was a lusty smack of wood 
on leather and the rest is history. 
The baH soared about 40 feet over 
the South Street fence . The game 
ending 4-3 in fa vour of the Yankees. 

Crownc(l Champions 
That same year the Tablehead 

team, under capable management of 

the late Dick Crowdis, went on to 
win t he championship of the Col
liery League. The trophy is still in 
possession of Tablehead Club. Th e 
combination of Sullivan and Wilson 
ccntinued together as battery mates 
fol' four seasons, chalking up many 
sensational wins. 

'Vhen Ossie and Harriet teamed 
up in radio they were the most 
popular pair on the airwaves. But 
certainly had nothing on the pop
ularity of the team of Ossie and 
Hyler in Coiliery League Baseball. 
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L YNK ELECTRIC 
LIMITED 

Electrical Contractors 

48 Brookside St., Glace Bay 
DIAL 849·7534 

161 Prince Street, Sydney 
DIAL 562-1132 
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GALLAY'S 
Shop at GA LLA Y'S for VALUES 

BETTER BUYS FOR 
FAMILY SHOPPERS 

Dial 849·6539 Markadonis Blk. 
Commercial St. Glace Bay, N. S. 



GEORGE DIXON ONLY NOVA SCOTIAN 
TO WIN A WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

George Dixon, the only Nova Sco
tian to win n world hoxing crown, 
fl:'st saw t h e light of day on July 29, 
H~ ,0, at Letson's Lane between Got
t:ngcn and B. unswick Streets in the 
city of HaHfax, Nova Scotia. 

Hit parents moved to Boston in 
18EO. When George was 14, he was 
apprenticed to a photographer, El
mer Chickering, whose place of bus
iness was the o"llicial headquarters 
for the famous fighters of that per
iod. Every pugilist of note had 
his picture ta ken at Chickering's. 
His first recorded bout was with 
Young Jackson in Halifax. 

Dixen was t he first negro to win 
a title tmder Marquis of Queensbury 
rules, when he stopped Nunc Wal
lace in 18 rounds in London, J une 
27, 1890, for the world bantamweight 
t itle. 

The following year he knocked 
out Abe Willis of Australia in five 
rounds in San Francisco for the 
featherweight crown. 

"Little Chocolate", as he was af
fectionately known, originated sev
eral training practices that are in 
usc to this day. He was the first to 
shadow-box. 

Tom O'Rourke managed Dixon, 
and one day Little Chocolate showed 
up with a squatty young negro in 
tow. The new member of the stable 
turned out to be Joe Walcott, the 
"Barbadoes Demon". 

George Dixon par ticipated in most 
title fights . He saw action in 34 

world championship bouts in the 
b:mtamweight division and 29 in t he 
featherweight ranks. 

George Dixon died of pneumonia 
on J anuary 6, 1909, and for two days 
his body lay in state in a New York 
church. On l1is tombstone Tom 
O'Rourke had inscribed the epitaph, 
"Here rests the gamest pugilist who 
ever lived". 

In 1955, Dixon was elected to the 
Canadian Athletic H all of Fame, 
and in September 1956 his name was 
placed in Nat F leischer's "Ring" 
Hall of Fa me in New York. 

Roddie MacDona!d, fermer middleweight champicn of Canada, with J ohnnie 
Gillis, former ligh tweight ch a mpion of the Maritimes, and AUie Lewis, 
vetera n horseman and tra iner, a t Halifax, N. S., in 1915. 

LES SPRAGUE 
Amherst, N. S. 

J wlior welt.erweigh t champion of 
Canada, who will meet Tyron e G a·r
diner in a r eturn bout. 

TYRONE GARDINER 

HYLAND MOTORS 
Your Dodge DeSoto and 

Morris Oxford Dealer 
IRVING GAS 8c OIL 

General Repairs - Welding 
Body Work 

DAY & NIGHT SERVICE 
McKeen Street 

Dial 849-5588 Glace Bay 
'.~:.X)~:.'!·~::Z~:.'!~:;"...'!~:.X :;';:.!~:::·::.'!·:::X:.X1<.'!~ 

PAUL SPINNEY 
FLORIST 

Flowers for All Occasions 
58 Commercial Sireel 

Corner Catherine 
Dial 849·4578 • Glace Bay 

" SERVING THE ISLAND" 

MARSHALL'S 
CLOTHING STORE 

EVERYTHING FOR THE FAMILY 
Bus Slops AI Ihe Door 
Serving Ihe Public for 

Half a Century 
Commercial Sireel, Glace Boy 

PHONE 849-6690 

HUGH CAMERON 
SONS LIMITED 

Your Lumber Dealer 
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS 

$30.00 to $5,000.00 
6 to 60 Months to Pay 

No Down Paymen t 
II Norlh 51. (Nexl 10 Forum) 
Dial 849-3555 Glace Bay 
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Coast Distributors 
W HOlESALE 

Toys & Nove llies - Corded Goods 
Small Wares 

SPORTING GOODS OF 
EVERY DESCRIPTION 

15 Commercial 51 . • Glace Bay 
PHONE 849·8630 
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DRINK . ••• 

McKinlay's 
Beverages 

and give thirst a knockout 
I punch! 

McKINLAY & SONS LTD. 
262 Brookside 51. 

Dial 849·6644 Glace Bay 
QG~~~~~::C:<j~::.::~:~~»:~:X.::~~i~::C~:::!!::.Z;!::. 



SAM LANGFORD 
(continued from page 1) 

"What you mean, ovah? I ain't 
got started yet." 

When Sam fought Kid Norfolk in 
Denver in 1917, his manager, who 
was seconding him, was handed a 
telegram as the fight started, offer
ing a big purse for a bout in Boston. 
At the end of the first round the 
manager showed Sam the message 
and moaned, "We can't take it. We 
hafta make the 11 o'clock train, and 
it's 10:30 now." The bell rang and 
Langford walked out with his hand 
extended to shake with his opponent 
-a ritual marking the final round. 

"Why. Mistah Langford, this ain't 
the last round," exclaimed Norfolk. 

"Tis for you, big boy," replied Sam 
and bam! it was. This is the same 
"Kid" Norfolk who accompanied 
Jimmy Slade to Cape Breton in 1955. 

Langford Too Good 
Sam Langford had the misfortune 

of being too good. In his prime, 
champions ducked him repeatedly. 
It got so Sam had to pull his pun
ches and save up his "meal tickets". 
This accounts for the 52 draws and 
defeats that dot his record. He al
lowed at least 23 different men to 
beat him or get a draw, as long as 
it was lucrative, then knocked them 
out with dispatch when he found 
another meal ticket to punch. When 
Jack Jolmson was heavyweight 
champion, he would have no part of 
Langford. Johnson said that when 
he made a million dollars out of the 
crown he would then give Sam a 
crack at the title. In other words, 
Johnson never intended to meet 
Langford in a championship bout. 
The closest Sam ever came to tan
gling with Jack Johnson after he 
became champion was in a Boston 
tavern frequented by the sporting 
gentry. 

Face To Face With Johnson 
Langford met Johnson face to face 

at the bar. "Hell, Johnson," he 
drawled, "I've been wanting to see 
you for a long time. I've got some
thing I'd like to ask you. I've been 
chasing you a long time and you've 
been ducking me right along. When 
are you going to fight me? I just 
know I can lick you, that's all, and 
I want everylxxly in this room to 
hear me tell you so to your face. 
I've got a thousand dollars in my 
pocket. I'm going to leave it right 
here on the bar. You and I will go 
down to the cellar and have it out 
once and for all. Whoever comes up 
first takes the money. In fact, you 
can have the thousand if I beat 
you." 

Johnson grinned and pulled on his 
gloves. "Look Sam," he said, "I don't 
need a thousand dollars. Out of my 
way, man, I'm leaving." Little Sam 
Langford planted himself directly in 
the big man's path. "You're scared 
of me. That's what I want every
body to hear-that you're scared to 
fight me." 

Publicly humiliated as he was that 
night, Jolmson never did meet little 
Sam Langford in a title bout. The 
only world champion brave enough 
to swap punches with Sam was 
Stanley Ketchell in a six-round no
decision contest in Philadelphia on 
April 17, 1910. In this bout Sam's 
manager kept him under wraps in 
hope of getting a more lucrative 
match on the Pacific coast later. 

BLAIR RICHARDSON 
Middleweight Champion of Eastern 
Canada. and leading contender for 
Canadian middleweight title. 

In 1923 at Mexico City, Sam Lang
ford wrote into the annals of boxing 
one of its most dramatic chapters. 

After a career of 22 years which 
saw him sustain many eye injuries, 
he was now practically blind. At 
night, objects appeared as well de
fined blurs, but in the sunlight he 
couldn't see a foot. Despite this han
dicap he signed to fight the cham
pion of Mexico, "Battling" Savage, 
in the bullring at night. Somehow, 
Sam's eye condition, which had been 
kept a secret, had leaked out, and 
Savage's men had the fight switched 
to the afternoon. 

At fight time, Sam's seconds led 
him into the ring, in the full glare 
of the sun. He was 40 years old 
then - old even for a fighter pos
sessed of all his faculties, let alone 
one almost stone blind. After the 
referee had given t he fighters their 
instructions and waved them back 
to their corners to ,await the bell , 
Sam stayed in the center of the ring, 
for he was unable to find his corner 
in the bright sunlight. 

As the gong went for the start of 
round one, Savage rushed out, cir
cled Langford and began to measure 
him for the kill. Sam turned smooth
ly forward, head held high, trying to 
see, however dimly. Savage danced 
around and stabbed twice with his 
left. With the feel of the second jab, 
Sam crossed with his right, and 
chain lightning strUCk the champ
ion. Savage dropped as though he 
were clubbed, and as he lay in a 
huddled heap on the floor, Sam 
Langford was proclaimed champion 
of Mexico. 

Honored In Weymouth 
The saga of the man from Wey

mouth who fought all comers though 
he was only an oversized middle
weight, is well known in Nova Sco~ 
tia. In 1948, when the inhabitants 
of Weymouth Falls heard that "Old 
Sambo" was blind, they decided to 
do something that would keep the 
famous fighter's name before the 
public. In Weymouth they still re
count the legends of his gameness 
and his greatness. Today, a new 
rural high school, the Sam Langford 
Sch.ool, stands as a memorial to the 
greatness of Langford, the boy who 
ran away from home at the tender 
age of fourteen. 

In 1955, Sam Langford's name was 
carved in the Canadian Athletic 
Hall of fame, and in 1956 his name 
was voted into Nat Fleischer's Box· 
ing Hall of Fame in New York's 
Madison Square Garden. He died 
January 12, 1956, at the age of 73. 

The news of Langford's death 
prompted Don Gallagher, veteran 
Chicago criminal lawyer and a great 
admirer of old Sambo in his heyday t 
to write these lines as a tribute to 
his memory: 

LANGFORD 
Back there along the corridor of 

time, I heard them calling him 
the uncrowned king; 

They said he was the master of the 
ring; 

He had the heart, the punch-had 
everything. 

A walk-in battIer all along the line, 
He beat the best in every land and 

clime; 
But now his sun has fallen in the 

west, 
And he has passed along, as all men 

must, 
As all machines shall crumble into 

dust. 
His record puts him up there with 

the best, 
With Ketchel, Jolmson, Jeff, and 

all the rest. 
Jack Dempsey says, "When I was 

Climbing the ladder of fistic fame, 
Sam Langford was the only man I 
ever feared." 

The writer is deeeply indebted to 
Mr. Nat Fleischer, publisher and edi
tor of "Ring" magazine, for kind 
permission to use material for this 
story. 

MEDICAL HALL 
DRUGS 
W. S. Sterns 

SERVING THE PUBLIC 
SINCE 1906 

11 Commercial Street 
Phone 9-6552 - Glace Bay 

",,,,,",,,,","",,"" 

NEW METHOD 
DRY CLEANERS 

• CLEAN-RITE 
• PRESS-RITE 
• SERVICE-RITE 
• PRICED-RITE 

4-Hour service on Cash and Carry 
Save Pick-Up and Delivery 

In by 10 A. M. - Out by 4 P.M. 

19 Sterling Road - Glace Bay 

PHONE 9-7527 ........ _ ..... _If. .... _ .... _ .... _ .... 0 

GLACE BAY 

MINERS FORUM 
A Community Owned Arena 

SUMMER AND WINTER 
ENTERTAINMENT 

"See You At The Forum" 
Lower Main Street 

Phone 849·7526 - Glace Bay .. . ... , "., ... , 
JOE SMITH 

Your Haberdasher 
TIP TOP TAILORS 

Repairs and Alterations 
Drop in and meet the guy with 

the World Boxing Record 
DIAL 849-6536 

Senator's Corner, Glace Bay ....... _ .... ____ .... _ .... 0 
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"PUNCHING WITH PEMBERTON" 
ON SALE AT 

GLACE BAY 
Robertson's Dairy Macleod's Bookstore 

NEW WATERFORD 
Donald Gillis Store, 43 Mount Carmel Avenue 

Cribb's Bookstore 
I 

Published Monthly - $3.00 a Year in Canada and U. S. A . 

22 Complete Volumes "Punching With Pemberton" 
For Sale at $4.00 a Volume 

Address all correspondence to 

J. E. PEMBERTON, 11 Gannon St., Glace Bay, N. S. 
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