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twentnin. tpt
Interview with
Sandy Maclntyre

000 -

Name is Sandy Maclntvre, born in Invernsss, Cape Breton, Novs Boobtia,
April 17, 1933, Lucy Maclntyre. I was born at Margaree Forks, 1937,

Lucy Leblane i{maiden nape). {(moved) 1955 from Cape Breton, You went up in
1958 as well., Well the reason, of course, everyone left et that time. I
graduated from High Schonl thers wasn't apy work in Cape Breton. As much
gy we loved the scenery and the music apd everything else, vou had to
live as well, so one of the opreatest exports nf Cape Brebton has been the
hraine, I think, cause everyone who got, recieved their education either
movend to Torento or Boston at that time. We mebt up there.

Lucy - My sister was up there already and she wanted me to up wirth her
s I owent up apd then I met Bandy I guess aboul & year later

041 - Cape HBreton Club in Toronto

Lucy - Mell Sandy nse to rup the Cape Breton dances up there. Sandy and 1
both and we use to and that’'s how Cape Bretoners would meet. There was so
many peosple, couples that met and got married. Well, it doesn’t operate
now, We use to be at Liberty Hall.

Sandy - That's ripht. Likerty Hall pn Dundas Street in Torontoe and then s
couple of years later at Saint Mary’'s Hall, downtouwn Torento. And every
Cape Bretoner who went to Toronte kpew where Saint Mary’'s Hall was,. We
ran the club there for about ten years, bringinuy special guests there
Yike MWinztop Fitzgerald, Buddy MacMaster, Angus Chisols, Donald Anous
Braton. You are looking &b, we started playing up there 1 guess about
1954, 57 and riding right through till abput 1972, Then wbhat happened was
that 1 bercame guite involved with the ceilidhs op CBO television shows
with Winnie Chaffe, the Lape Breton fiddlers and Buddy Hac Haster, myself,
Cameron Chisolm, and John Campbell. And we did something like twenty odd
TV shpows, shown op patipnal television., So we got so involved with that
ant then st the same time Father MacWade from Frince Edward Yeland was up
in Toeronto working with the Maritime cospunity up there and we twrned the
club and the dance pver to the Haritime community people to run it. We
ran it privately sp owe just turned it over to them so they fook aver the
dapces and it rap for about a year after. And then they eveptually
folded. That was our invoviement, There is a place, there are dances held
in Teronto, they usually have them once a monith. There is the French
Club, they have & dance once & month in Torento and there is the Yoker
Club, they call it, which is another Cape Bretop Club, sort of a French
Club, Ite run by the French but they bring in special guests fronp Dape
Breton, same as we use to do. They have a dance about every menth or so
ang every ong gets tpgether. You get prokably 250 to 300 people of
fMaritimers who get together. French and English. The tradition down here,
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the French and Scobttish people living so closely and harmoniously
together in Cape Breton has carried right through dinteo Toronto. As you
know from Chebticamp, alot of the pepple play the Scottich nmusic
beautifully. They have taken on the Scottish music, they play it and
they just love it. Bo that has carried on throwgh to Toreonto apd Soston
and every place where Cape Bretenners have gone fe. Interrelationship
between the French and the English is very strong, French and Scottish
music and people,

12% - Figures at the French Club in Toronto

If you go to the Franh Club they do the Cheticamp and margaree type
dances, French sguare sets we ¢all them. When you op to the Yuker Club
they do the Inverness style square sets. The French Clubk has a valler
nomally but the Inverness sets, the Yuker Clab, there is nnt normslly a
raller. The people just do the figures and they do them. Yes exactly the
sameg. Dance with your corner. You g through, you split your other
corner, come back. The secend figure, the ladies in the ceptre, men op
the oputside. You dance with youwr partrer. Foour couples in 3 set. At most
pe these dances you start up with forw couple and end up with aboul ten
couples in a set. Everybody just joins till you form a great big circle.
Itg hard to dance the actual sguare selt per se. Everyone Joins in and you
have alpt of fun.

18% - The French Set

The French set, 1 have played for alot of thes. Well ok Inverness or the
Srottish type set, or the old time Scottish set, Wabow, Judigue, we play
two sets of jipgs. A szet of jigs for the first fipure, & set ps jips for
the second figure. And then a set of reels for the third. The Cheticanmp
palve a set of jios and then two sets of reels. And its & tobally
different dance evep things like chaining across. Chain you partner
across, Dance around ypur pariner. They have a different type of sgnare
set where you really have to have a caller beacuse alot of peeple viber
than French pecople go to the dance who have to de the calls. The French
Cluby how many figures would they know Lucy.

Lugy -

Itz only three figures. The same thing a11 the tiase. I slways geb mixed
up.

Sapdy -
Dne you pass your opposite across the other side and you swing., This is
the figure where you lead your partner across and you swing with all the

ladiegs on the centre.

Lucy -



Sandy they don't do that wow, they use to do it. Ifs mpre or less there
will be a guy on this side of the guy and on the other side of the guy
and they bring her pver,. They leave you here. The sap with fwe wonen,

Bandy - I think they do the sets the same as they do them down in
Cheticamp. They've carried that from Cheticamp., 1 can, we can do the sets
if there 15 a caller, Cause we take Canadian style or Dntarioc style
sguare dancing, well, it is urniversal throuoghout the world. We take that
kind sguare dancing in Toropio and alot of the calls, some of the

calls that we bear are alike, Cheticamp calls like chaining vour opariner
across to the piher side. So we van get throwugh those sets if there is a
callegr, bot if there isp’'t we can’t follow thes to well.

214 - Teaches Step-dancing

Lucy .-

Sandy teaches step-dancing and clogoing.

Sandy -

I teach step-dancing in Toronto. There apain it is apstly people from
Cape Breton who take the lessonsz. So we teach step-dancing every Baturday
morning in Teronto. So the Cape Breton community in Toronto is guite
active in dancing, step-dancing and sguare-dapcine, also clog dancing.
From the States, that ise't a Lape Breton style. Alot of Cape Breton
people like to dance it though.

236 - Hockey

Ly

They have & hockey game going. Cape Bretonners. Cheticamp. They come doun
here and they paly Chelicmap wnce & year. And they paly the team in
Cheticamp.

Sandy -

Sparts, {Dape Bretonners) The ones in Toronte are prefity well spreap out
atl wver from Missasapa to Svarborough whaic is about thiry miles span.
There is np one church that brinps everyone toeoether. {the one thino that

brings everyone together) music and dancing.

Lucy - Yes apd it dsn'ft a club like the one in Walthan., Itas not active
like the vne in Boston.

Sandy -

The one in Wxlthaw is more orpanized, more formalized.



Lyey =

Lets of parties.

Sandy -

Every MNew year's Eve therg is & big WNew Year's Parly somewhers.
Lucy -

Bnd throughont the vear we get togebher alot at different parties.
Sapdy -

1 have plaved alot ocver in Detroit and Wipdsor as well, I've palyd for
the last five, up until the last New Year's, the last five New Year’'s in
& row there, And play throughout the year there. A1) Cape Bretonners
there. We bolh know all these people from the dances over there, all from
the same peck of the wpods., fnd once again its the dance that keeps
sverything together, its like a glue I think. {young people) yes.

Teronto and Detroit ton. And one of the things that gets so interestd in
the sguare dancing is, the ones thal are takino step-dancing love to go
to square dancing, You cap do sll your step-danpcing in the third filgure.
fnd its their chance to, and alot of the opes that i tawght step-dancing
tp, the younger people are off to the dances and during the dancey they
have individueals doimng step~dapces all the time. Anod so these people,
the younger people, they pet out on the flepr and they are just dying fo
show their stuff. Apd they are step-dancing. That kind of thing keeps the
younger people coming.

279 - Alcohol at dances

Yes they do. The problem is

Lucy -

I1f the parents go they can come.

Sandy -~

Ya, the people who run them are fortenately alittle liniant on that.
They, if the parents are with them. These kids don't drink narmally. They
would not be served alcohol but they would be allpwed in. What keeps
pvervbody together would be the dances, the parties. Someone has a party
you tan he sure that it is going to be a8 packed house with three or four
or five fiddliers, singers, guitar players, step-dancers.

29% - Smith party

I didn't know too amny of them. A knew a couple of thes, Very few of



them, Like we had gone te Shirley and malcolm HMacDonald’s house in
Srptville the week before and they had a howse full of people and
step-dancers and pianc, fiddlers there. 8nd we knew most of them at that
party and they are a very lively bunch nf people. These people don't get
the vpportunity much to take part in Cape Breton functions. They have
coeme from all across Cansda =0 we don't kpow what, So it wasp’'t the same.
Lugy =

It wasn't the same., There wasn't alot of dancing.

Sandy -

They juet inpvited ue to come and play and I said sure. We do this alot.
At most of these parties there are more fiddlers. When we were out at
Shirley's hpw amny were there? Four.

Ligy ~

Four fiddlers.

Sandy -

You normally get three or fouwr fiddlers. One &t & bime normslly. But
during the night somebody might say lets here twe or three fiddles
toegether, soowe'd get a couwple of fiddlers topether and play, I wag
nineteen when I left.

Lugy -

I was eighteen.

324 - firowing up in Cape Sreton

Lucy -

Lots of dances. Every night of the wesk. Fifties, Every nioht except
Sunday.

Sandy -

In the fifties.

Lucy -

Yes, Wednesday niopht was Southwest. Saturday there was different dances.
SBandy -

There would be more than one dance in one night, You'd have a choice of



about three or four places to go to. Every night you could go to
Whycoocomsugh, Judigue, Inverpess, Cheticamp, MWargaree, Dunvenan,
Broadoove, You'd have a choise of dances. And

Lucy -

There was &lways weddings, showers and weddinge where there was music ag
well, Bo there was always sowmething going on.

340 -

Evervene comes home in the summer to Lape Breton from all over the world,
back to Cape Breton in the summer. And you jhave volumes of people who
are just dyipng to get to & dance berause you ser in Toronto the dapces
are finished in April because we kpock tham off for the summer cause its
s hot up there, so you don't have any dsnce sfrom April through till
about October or about November. 8Bo ther eiz a whole void in there. So by
the time they get home in Jupe, July, they are just itscing te get to &
dance somewhere, And of course the dapces are all. Hostly the people who
come home from away, that's really support these dances. 1'd say hy
September they start going down because people are back to their jobs.

3b1 -

Look at the trend today why the dances are so busy in the summer tise,
the enes who are coming home, our age group, people coming home were
accustomed te going to all these dances. That has died off alopt here as
far as the younger people guipg to dances. Bure, I believe that and the
ones that come home are 1) people that, the epes that come home to bhese
dapses are the nnes that came to Saint Mary's Hall ip the siaties and
seventies when we ran the dances inp Toronto. Very, very, great dange
goers every one of them. Ano I remember growing up in Inverness when
Winston Fitrgerald came in to play for a dance, the halls would be jawnmed
and I remembher sitting on the corner of the stage, listening and watching
the dancivg &11 night, 1°d be 14, 15, No ligquer or anybthing and the hall
was packed. Today you seem to have tuv have a bar and all that before you
can pet the crowd.

376 - Hars at dances

Lucy -

Only the last few years here.

Sandy -

14 we po back to Torontp, the crowd started to go down & hit goinp into
the late fifties, going inte the sixties. And so we ahd thought that we

should be doing something a little kit different. Baving & bar for the
people. Hecanse what was happening is that epople would come with there



pun bottle to a dance and they would pet fpeling pocd alot faster cause
they are not enjoying the drink. They are just geing out to have drinks,
Zo tp avoid that and te have more coming to enjoy themselves we went
through a period in Torepto where we got a liguer liscence. We were the
first opes te get our liguer liscence for maritise tine dances, So owe
wept and got a liguer dances. At that time we also had a restriction at
the dpor. You either wore a shirt and tie or you didn't get in type
thing. Feeple with jeans and tee-shirts, there vould be trouble cause
they are not too concerned when they are dressed that way and drinking.
So we did guite & change in the whale danving in Toronto by getiing the
Tiguer liscence. We always had a supply of ties at the door. Go 14
anybody vame without 2 tie we =zaid here is a tie and away you go.

Lucy -

That's the reasen for not having any dences around here anymore. There
are ceratain places that they can't have any dances berause there is
always too ampy fights.

Sandy -

Is that right?

Lucy -

The vounger crowd. That wouwldn't be spuare dancing., They drink too much,
Sandy -

I find that sguare dancing has really cleaned up as far as brouble,
problems. At ope time there were alot of problems with liguer because
people would come to the dance and they wonld have & bpttle in the car,
They would just keep poing out drinking it straight. When we went in to
having a bar and proper mines and everything the thing seened to calm don
and vou got aloet of the people back, who would oo to other bars to hear
maybe Country and Mestern music, they could sit down and have a drink and
listen to country and western. Because alot of Cape Bretonners and
Maritimers love Country and MWestern music as well. 8o 1 thipk the bar
brought them back, it really did. I shouwldn't pul it that way, but at
lests they could sit down and relax and have a drink and listen tn the
music or opet up and dance, They ahd a choise,

Lucy -
We had really good dances. People really enjoved themselves,
Bandy - Excellent.

414 - Dance and priest



Sandy -

O yes i heard alet of stories from ay parents, fOne priest where was it,
Judigue or mabou, or Port Hood, there was & priest out there who wanted
to burn all the tiddies. Boctually he proceeded with that and savipg that
it was the instrument of the devil. And my parents toeld us luts of
stories about that. They never really gave us the ratiopal for that., But
I honestly don't kpow the reason for that, But I know it was, they were
tryving to ban it down in Capg Breton at one time, Moch before ay bine.
This is the stories that my parents told me {from their experiencel. Now
of course today the prigsts nf course are alol broader aminded on many of
things, alot mpore permissiveness, and of course the violin should never
have been banned berause ite the most beautiful instrument. And the
Scottish music, the whole thing., But teday alet of priests play the
viplin, And it is plaved in the church, I played for & fuperal, &t 3
funeral last, just this past week down at East Margaree. Bo its guite,
Cape Breton fiddleres are playing for weddings, funerals and everything.
Its fortunately, of course that there has been a turn for the better.
Very widely accepted in the Church now.

447 -~ Dances in the fifties

This was &l) year round. You cound find & dance somewhere almost
everywhere throughout the winter. Not as many as the summer. There
woeuldn't be as mapy. SLob earlier in the summer than now, like maybe fhe
later part nf Jupe, July, great for dancing. I'd say from about April,
Hay on we use tp get dances. 1°d just don't feel that there are as many
ioeal people going to dances. The ones that are coming back and they are
starving to hear the music and do some dancing.

455 - Phenomenon of returning to Cape Breton

Bell I think if yolopkuaround at the scenery, the music of the people,
vou can't beat it anywhere. Everyone that I kpow comes back. Regardless
where they live come back in the summer ss long as they have relatives
o, Every year we are back several times a year.

463 - Consider & move back to Cape Brebton
Oh everyvone usually moves back eventually. Everybody does.
444 ~ Birenoth od dance in Cape Bretonp

There iz alet of people who can't wait to oet, Francis MacDonnell and all
that, chaps that come down. They just can't wait fo pet down. Even though
the same fiddlers play in Toronto for danves or you get special guests

up from Cape Breton. Ite still, there iz something & little bit nore
magical about getting in a swmall school howse hall or something. It
brings back alot of mempries I think for alot of the pepple. Dances ue
use to go fo.



475 - Sehool house dances

Uh va there was slpt of dances ip school houses and school halls, That
would be the early fifties. Srhool dancves.

482 - Qther occasions for dancing

Lucy -

There waz always & Valentine's dance, Easter, Ymasz, New Year' 's.
494 - Began to play the fiddle

Well 1 could play s very few couple of tupes before I went up to toronto,
bplieve 1t or net, but my parents pleyed. My brohthers and sisters
played. My mohther is an excellent Fiddler. Excellent. We alwyss had
about thres or four fiddles aropund the house. S0 I always plaved the
peino o guitar, were sy instruments. And when 1 mpved fto Toronto in 55 1
started to miss the Cape Brefon mosic and went dows town and bought suome
music books and in my little room I learnsed how bo read and write musitc.
That's how I learned music. Well, I didn't have a fiddle when 1 went
there. But going to work one morning, we just gobt out of nur apartment
and walking out to the main street and in this garbage can was a fiddle
and & vase, in the garbage tan, And I couldn’'t believe 1%, MWe couldn't
believe ift. We couldn't afford to buy one at the time. Bn i looked at
that and I couldn’t beleive it. Took it back ip my apartment and it was a
French wiolin, & dark colour vielin. I'11 always remember it. And it had
strings ip it but it didn'bave a bow. B0 I picked up a cheap bow for
about thirty five dollars; picked up =ome music books and staried to
learn from there, started to play from there. 1 could play a few tunes,
It served the purpose very well. It was a fairly good fiddle. Tt seened
tn be at the time. I don't kpow hew 1 would seasure it today but when you
are starting out and when you haven't got a fiddle, it was like a Strad
to me at the time, cause [ was able to learn from 3t. And from there we
have just gone on and just kept reading and playing and composing music.
And plaving for dances. [ think within a couple of years plaving at dance
sup in Toronto. Just mushroomed from there. {he composesYa, guite a
numher of pieces. My first album there si about six numbers fhat i
composed were on that first album. {other people paly them) Oh yes, guite
& number, Buudy Macmaster playe them, Diher {fiddlers play them. Wipston
Fitzoperald played them when he was playing. 1 heard, I was down at the
Roryman's last Saturday, we were down there with Jpey beaton and Angels,
and Donnie Le Blanc was playipg this rel and Joey Bestun sais God that is
& nice tune. And T said ya that is familiar and I said that is en oy
first record. I composed it, I hadn't plyed it sipce i composed it since
1 put that record out in 1973, Now I's starting to play it again cause |
hhad forgotien about it. What I am planning to do is compile all the tunes
I vomposed and mavhe eventually put it in a bopk form. 1'd exupest to do
that one day. 1 have compused guite alot of them. Well, T'd say about 75



or so. 1 just composed a 3ip, a straspey, and & reel.
Lucy -

And he compesed & nice song about the Maritimes.
Sandy -

That's & different thing.

935 - Werk in toronto

Well I worked with Bir Capada. 1 was ap zirline salesmanager for many
vears antd I touk an early retirement packauge to become invelved with nore
things 1 wante to do. S0 1 took an garly retirement packaor three vears
ago wasn't it? Now I'm & little kit more into the musinc and dancing.

Made another album. Frormed our own company to make the slbums, to
distribute them. Bot our own business as far as the albumg are, that’'s
artually s little side lipe business right now. Distribute them fn all
the various places. So and that bhas worked our exiremely well.

344 - Church picnics
Oh gosh we use to have alpt of picpics in Invermpess,
Lucy =

Ya we ahd them here as well., 1 ferogot about that. Dancipg from morning
till night.

Sandy -

We use to do it in Ipverness. 1 don't know how you did it down here, we
didn't ¥now each other here down here. But in Inverness you'd get a
figdler at the picpice, there wonuld bhe one or two fiddlers. In Inverness
you'd have whole week of picnics. We'd have a whole week. fnd dancing
gvery night up &t the race track, They had a big stage outside and you
would pay to go in on the dance flooy. You'd have a great big outwide
stage. Tno up on the danpce flpor, the dance would cost you maybe 10 cents.
You'd pay tep cents to go in. O0F course the floor was full all the time.
Arnd of course you'd have your step-dancing, you'd have your step-dancers
the same as you dp now. You'd be dancing sguare sets, That wa sall the
way throopgh i}l I went up to Toronte in 1985, That is as far back as 1
can remember, Every year for a week. Ypu'd bave all kinds os opames. Like
Under ang Bver, Croweo and apchpr, tpssing dimes in dighes. Well and then
oneg pf the bigoest things, the baseball game. many thinge going on. Horse
races. Not only every evening but all day and all night dancing. Oh sure.

Locy -
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We would have them down here as well., 3 remenber my sister danced
twenty-four sets in a row, Mary, twenpity-four sets, in one day. They
started early in the morning. It was Ethel Cormier that was on the pilanp.
Twenty-four square sets. East Margaree. 1t was about four or five days.
Maybe it wowld have bee a week, Yt waz right next tp the church. And they

would have 1t every year.

Sandy -

They use to have binpo ag well.

SB0 - Weddings

Oh well it ds still very strong today.

Lucy .-

Sosetioes 1t would go for twe davs. Not so noch now,
584 - Wedding reel

Sandy -

Oh yes those were the old reele that Apnpus Allen Gillis and Dan &,
Campbell use to play. And I think that we have all learned them from
their records. And of course we have got the music of them since. These
were traditionpal type reels that were handed down from generation to
generation, They were called D1d time wedding reels, a ceratin set of
tunes that they ahd un one of their records. And they were played at
weddings., Like my mobher use to paly an awful lot at weddings, Bhe
played from the age of 13 up till she past away and she was about 75 at
that time and she played right up to the end. The weddipg reels were
turpes that they played Jfor sguare dancing., The first dance would
normally he the wedding party. The bride and groom, their parepts and
that type of thinp.

Lucy -

dust the family,

Handy -

That's ripht, today normally at weddings that 1 play for today

they normally have the waltz for the bride and groom to begin. We play a
walts and it is followed by a square set. Normally the ones in the wedding
party up frount and anyvune else that wanted to form the sguare seb also

art up and dance.

406 - Brotch four



Actually the Scpich Fouwr as it is kpown today ls people petting up to do
the step-dancing, Tt really what it is. Np (he doesn’t know what 1t was
heforal

610 - Eight-handed reel

The spevial wedding reel you meap. Ho.

b14 - Het typical of Mortheast Margaree and Maggaree forks

Lucy -

Yes, it was like three times arpund your corper pariner. That would be
the last figure. The first figure wa about the same as what we do.

Sandy -

Who use to prompt the sguare sets there. I you could get fto that person.
They do something different, Yery nice sguare sebts top. Very nice sguare
spts,

Lugy -

Archie Neil Chisole would krow, Tommy WNurphy would know. He is the caller
now. Danny Dovie uss to caell. He ig wp in Torento now. The second

Figure was dance with your corper partner. Alex Murphy for the North East

spt. Cameron Chisolm would be a person to interviews,

Sandy

His mother weould probably have very valusble information on dances.

Why don't we call Alex Wurpby, IFf he can rememsber this clder chap, he ws
ahout sevenbty, and he caee up calling the sguare sets anpd he was really
good .

END OF INTERVIEM

A little bit of tape left on side A



