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interview with Ronnie Haché
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.

Ronnie Haché, (bornd in Walthaw, Hass, 1967. Lives in Brand Eiang since 1980,
D15 - Started to step-dance

1978, {tawoht by) Shirvley Mailled in the Btates about a year, She made us
make a routine of our own 50 we cauld repeat it over to remember it by
heart, We took it with & group, abouwd 13, After we took private lessons,
Ghe would come to our house for walf an hour, once a week.

U

034 - Goocasions to deanpce in Grand-REteng

Bny orcasions where there was copcerts, shows. The Scotoh Concert in
Si-doseph-du-Hoine, Mostly al weddinogs, 1 oo just o dapve, bob then they
find me and I have to dance afterwards.

140 - Teaches

From October 1 had ahout fprty people all togeiher. Bifferent mnonths. For
ten weeks each. Baint-Joseph-du-Moine School. What 1 do 1§ they had
step-danced before 1 let them alone. The ones that don't dance well |
start from the beginning and then go up. § just show you the basic steps
and then you go on from them Yo the hard ones, And 1 have sheels to
follow so § am never lost. 1 made them wp and 1 got thems photocopised and
{ give them to each one of the students. (when he learped) Well the {firat
onke she'd teach us and then | would practise that one. When she taught us
a serond one, I°d remember that one, and thep 1°d go first, second,
third, fourth,; all the ftime. I pratise for mavie abould hald an hour. Take
hreaks, and gu back again, Somebimes 1 just pudl the susic on and go ooa
step-dancing.

083 - fualities of a pood dancey

dust to opractise a little bit more. 14 the tune {8 good for me 1711 dooa
pood job. If ite not good. the doen't know the names of the tunes he
Tikes hewi)

09% - Fiddlere he likes best

Dopnie Le Blanc in Cheticamp, Ephrem Bourgeios, and Arthor Mulse,they are
all from Cheticamg. They just pilav iike; my speed of dance is like
mediom, its not Yoo slow, its not too fast. Tte like all Beobtish ausic,
Its not American vielin players. They are all Acadaing, and its the
Srottish {muiscl,

fod -~ dWhy he likes dancing



S

I just got in to

the violin, | started dancing, and 1 never stopped.
I like it even hett

ey then going to a fesp-agers’ daEnceEs.

116 -~ Bhoes

I have special tap shoss. Bibher times wesr jusi regular shoes, 18 1'n

all dressed up, 1 Just wear those. The tap shoes are ok because they are
Pioht and the heels are not too high. Obher shoes 1 just wear flat shpes,

122 - Dance surface

Usually wond or (Name of materialifloor, kitchen. {hardest) Gemsnt 14 1
dance too long.

130 - Uoassions to dance

Saturday afteyrnoon at the tavern. You can dance fthere all year round onoe
4 week. After the Buottish concert we all end up &t ore house and he
invites all ithe viwlin plavers so vou can dance all nioght long., They all
take their turns. Usuwaily people from outside. § was there becanse [ know
some of the kide that live in the house, (houseparties during winter)
Worne at all. f(durino summer) uwsually. {(mealld Towards the end towards
midnioht, Sandwiches and tea and coffee, O & big meal, salads and
meat-ballse. Or just snawiches, it all depends what the wife; the lady
wants to do of the howvse, Bear or hard stodd, not too much, just fo have
g ogood time.

158 - Sqguare-dancing

1 dp square dancing ip Cheticanp. The orioinal ones, ther's three populay
ones. The three popular figures. 1 took modern squnare-dancing the last
two months in May and June, 1t was couple from Bargarees, Blanche and Paul
Faulin. We had two sefs. That's about sixteen people. They were all over
thirty. 1T was the vounoest one, (the youngey peopled) flot of then are not
into the old folks dance. They are into the teen-agers and hard-rock-and-
roll dances, They are nob into Usotiieh dancing ab all. They are into
hard-rock.

gl -

RS

tep-dance repertoire

Sixvy-five to seventy, 1 know about eighty or seventy-five bui alot of
them I took up are not fhe Scettish steps. There ie mostly tap in it
mined up. 1 took some of them out to have just the Bepttiah steps, 1
remenber them all.

i91 - Llothes

{at a concert) The few first years 1 Jeut wore a nice dress pants and &
nice shirt. Bot now § have, 1| wear black slacks and my tap shoes,; and I



have & white shirt, and 1 have a Nova Seootian tartan vest, (at a
fouse-party) dust pormal clothes. Opee & year there was always a
step-dancing contest so that cave us cowrage Yo practise, to oget betier
to fry to win. This was at the French-fmerican VYictory Clob in Waltham,
Mags, AN ite 21111 noing op. They just had 1t last May. Anybody can cone
if they want. Also they have violin centests too. Y takes mostly the
whole day. Usuwally in flay, maybe a different date; but usually Hay. We
were about twelve sometimes, one year we were ahout thirteen. Ancther
year fifteen. 1Y all depende, It was one of my freinds, Mona Le Blanc
{who waoni. 8he doesn’t dance anymore. She took it, when she was younger,
£i11 zbowt twenty years old, Bhe took first place siy vears in & row, And
now she is a judge. Her parents (Came from Cheticamp areal.

22% - Bouare-dancing

The three fiopures, they uwsually have the three figures at a wedding, They
wsaully do them twice. So if I have & partper, I usauwlly doo them. And The
modeyn souare dancing e very difficult cause we don'id have a caller. And
the callers live in Hargares and its pretty far. fnd they are suppose to
start before Christwas, around Harch, April, May to teach us more, [ 1ike
them all.

Zh6- Lessong in Waltham and the Big SHtep

We did step-dancing, And through the widdle we did souare dancing, there
was four boys apd four giris and we did the squave dance. ANd we made our
awn. We step-danced through the whole sguare set and & little bit of
walking. From there we did waltzing. ¥We went into the Big Step, the big
concert we did in 1979, in the play. MWe just had o go just when it was
our part, we kpew it a2ll hefore goino, The first figure at the Walthan
Club and at ithe Cheticamp Cilub, they are mostly the same. Iis mostly all
French people so they do the sawne ones,

257 - Humber of figures inp Cheticamp

Toihink there's six or twelve, 1'a not sure, The firet one i think its &
jig. The second one is a jig aor & reel. The last one is a reel. Alot of
them is pretty tiving because alot of thes step-dance,

264 - Learning to Btep-dance

Before 1 tokk step-dancing with Shirdlie Waillieb, Mona Le Blano that I
mentioned taught us about eight steps a vear before. Bo 1 was ahead of
the other pens canse 1 koew 14, And 1 didn't kpow, i4 1 had started from
the beginning I couwld have learned faster. Just in the house for fun.
That s how she beoane so good and she learned so fast. 1 think she
tearned in about fthres monthes, all of if. And then she taught me the
pasie step and | asked 14 34 thie is the one Tike thui and she sald ya,
And since that step it just went really fast cause Moaa taught me that
before,



279 - How manpy steps in 4 concerd

Mayhe around thivrfy. The longest [ stepped dance 1w about threes sinuntes.

5 jd

Z28A -~ Lessons in Cape Breton grea

fa, 1 took step-dancing from Mary Janet MacBonald fram Port Hood to try
and get mpore Scottiseh steps, five weeks, Bhe came down pnee a week, Bhe
anly came May and Jdune.find there was alot of people around thirty. Bhe
pnly comes twice in the year o #lot of people came. Last vear she didn’t
come because she was very busy. She works, she has seven hids, its very
faro and she teaches in Port Hood, 5o she dropped this in Cheticasp for a
vear. Ghe might come back. dames Cormiey took lessons with her. bLucille
LeFart, Remonde Doucet,

300 - Why are youw interested in step-dancing

Well from the back-ground of sy family, oy grand-father 1s a any
caller, Joe Delaney, my uncle is a fiddier, fhester Dbelaney from
St-doseph-du-Moine. By grand-father s sisters; they all step-danced, They
are from Mew Yark. By grand-father’s brother plays the violin along ago,
e plays it a bit now, His obther fwo brothers step-dance alspand alof of
them, of Ris brothers sinp. Its all & background of music.

are Nance

A3 - Teanhes in Pleasant Bay

T taught last swmmer for ftwo weebks, 1t was throunh the recveatd
department. I got paid so much an bhour, I'd leave here from Che
twelve thirty, I'd get ther at one-thiry, 1 start to teach at two, and
three o'clock 1'd come back home. Five days a week, sp that made ten
days. | had about fiftenn, from five to abowt fourteen years old,

Interview with bepnise Olsan
fargares Harbour
ODenis Qleon and 1 was borw in Hieh Praivie; Albevta, on November 3, 1967,

A

My mother is from Belle Cote, Yvonne & Danny & Hike Chaisson.
228 - Fipe playing and Highland dancing

Eight years ago and 1 got interested in thalt becsuse [ had been doing
Highland dancing before, 1 started when 1 was in Blberta 1 had seen 3t on
TV oand 1 said Well I want to do that and there was nobody around in my
area to teach me so when we moved down here for a little while hefore
moving to Shubenackadi for about six months and there was a person
teaching it here. 1 can't repenber the teacher, Ya I was swall., Bo d
started here and when we moved to Bhubenackadi I continued my dancing in
Truro, From there | got interested in She pipine cause of dancing to ihe
music and caunse af going also to the Scottish concerbs during the summer



and listewning to i1%t, Dancing 1 was seven years pld, § ostill {(dancel, not
s0omuch now. Just it was getting to bhe exnensive, the cost of the
lessons, the uniform, yvour outdit, SBope of the music, At the Yime it was
sprt oof fipancial.

We ftirst started out it was no music and she would take dust one ztep of
{he dance and go over continpually just painting it out. Hnd we learned
different things on the floor, When we learned the sword dance, speeial
spaces like, one corner was blaocked A, By €, 0. And therefore she would
say 18 wonld mean one part of the sword and that sowars, fnd so by
learning all the different voints on thig, it was able to help us learn
ing the steps. And also we had to koow sope of the theory of the dancing
for our test when we oot examined by examiners from Bcobtland once & year.
They usually came in the Bprioo and they were fipwn from Scobland over
starfing in Nova Scobia. The eraminers would start in Mova Scnbtia and oo
right across Lanada ftesting all the girls, There's rules and
requlations, everyihing from the dancing to the outfit. You know certain
unifprme and you have to have so oaany buttons on oa vest,. Just regulation
type things.

371 - History of dances

With the Highland Fling the story is that there was a hoy and he was
Tiving with his grand-father and the boy wanied to impress the
grand-faiher and the boyv throuoh a period of a week or so bad seen this
stag in the meadow and so when the grand-father came back he did a dance
showing the different movements of the stan, And with the arm movement in
the Highland Fling that is supposedly the anthiers and the different leg
govements; how he wonld sove, For the swerd dance that was mainly how he
wonld dance; we were told before going to batile. And there was
supperzition that if you touhed tihe sword that would forshadow s bit of
bad luck. And that was, va,; thalt was mainly a warrior’'s typt of dance.
flen did most of the dancing in the early parte of history., The Saun
Trussep?. You trapslate it and it meane the shedding of the frousers, fAnd
that was at the time when the men were banned of wearing kilts and they
and they had to wear frousers. 1700s [ do believe, I'm not guits sure on
the dates. They were told that they were oaly allowsd to wear trousers
anrtd 20 when the statement or whatever came to say that that was uplifted,
that they didn’t have fo wear trousers anypore the dance depicte of how
the men getting of the frousers fhrough the different movements. You
wonld recognize 1%, mainly the very fiprst part they dance in a civole
with brushing stroies, and various kicks to the side. And kicks to the
back and to the front, And at the very end of the dance split kick, and
that would mean that we finally oot vid of the trousers. There's the
irish washerwoman and the story behind that is the different noveasnts is
that this woman has just finished scubbing hery the house, and cleaning
it drom top to betton snd her hoshand comes in with very wuddy boobs and
dirty clathes and thipge like this and she is chasing hiam all around the
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howse telling him to get put, And this is the different hand movenents
peprcially a clenched fist, shaking him, and chasing him arcund. There is
the, soae of the reels, the stories are that they were used tu keep
themselves warm in the winter time, dancing. And just to, the different
movements wonld bhe to keep themselves warm, Waybe before church or before
& dance or something. The reels, the straszpeys and reels. The Sailar’s
Hornpipe, the movements are ones imitating the ones of the sailor on a
ship. The different arm movements and leg movements show everyihing from
him resling in rope fo hie climbing up towards the mast and the crow's
nest. Oh there’'s, whate called, more the feminine, like the Fiora
flacDonald and the 1ilt. And these two dances are the women would perform
those only. The story is that they are more the kind for courting. The
artions are to couwrt the gentleman, Tease hio a little bit., They have the
hoyant costumes, large skirts ard gathered in. I think thats sretty much
the dances. (women) 1'm not oo sure on that but 1 would say maybe the
early 19 hundreds; but I'm not sure. (information) You'd either find out
on o your own or maybe the dance fteacher woonld say well this dance this is
the sort of history and it might help you learn the steps a little hit
more knowing the history making it more interesting. 1've pretiy much
sturk to this style of dancing.

444~ Learned the Pipes

Wy Fivst teacher was {(Tnamed, who has an outdit called L and #
Juifitters; working out of Londondery. That was, he was with the Truro
Birls Pipe Band, 1 started there, And several summers I weni up to St.
Ann’s Gaelic College. I fook Highland Dancing, I took my piping, and also
besides that the gaelic, Usually the sessions run two weeks a piece. And
depending on what your level is they put you, the first week is usaully
for beginners, The second session js for intermediate type and the third
ane is more for the adults. And they find out what levels in dancing, how
far you are up, Aod in typing how pond you ave, How lopg you've heen
taking piping and where your treuble spots are. When [ went it was about
FL00,00 for ftwo weeks but it has gone up, Wake uwp in the eorning, vo down
for breakfast, it was at a certain time. We had ta, then we would go out
on the field in 4front and we'd have sort nf a mass pipe-band, Thalt wounld
be from Q:30 to B:45. Then we wonld all gn in to fhe main hall. bMe would
say the Lord's Prayer in Gaelic, Then we would go off tp our classes, We
would find out what classes they would have the first day or so. They
would have schedoles put wp there. And you'd get a breask around 13300
o'clack. And then dinner was around 12:30 tn 1130, And then classes went
to about 4;00 or 3330, Then you had time for recreation befor supper.
Then after supper there was an hour long class. Whatever if it piping or
dancing or gaglic. They just had the Highland dancing. They have students
all acraoss North America. When I was there [ met kids from Ontario, from
R.G.y aleo some kide from Tewas and California,

47% - Gpportunities for dancing

Competition, varieiy conceris, Scottieh conceris. 14 people ask ne to



dance 1'd say ok. ifrochk and reoll) I°d go to some of The school dances.
P'd enjoy those, Being exposed to Highland dance wusic and piping music,
I wan also in the School Band,

END OF GIDE A
SIDE E
(VIS beainning of tape did not repister

107 - farie a Geogie. Did vou ever get her wound up? She could keep a
party goiwg, Her and ey father, they could kepp a2 party going £311 abont
two or three o'clock in the morning. Easily. Bhe would play probably the
spoons, Or the cookie sheet. Dad wounld sing. And sooetimes they with
fArchie Meil, Archie Meil use tuo play for dances. At that time the guifar
vwas not very well known. 1 can only think of one or two guys arouwnd here
who played the guiftar. Bot apything else. That came in later.

12%2 - Jig tunes

For house parties. 1 think vou missed a good one here Lhe other night
here. A wecding going wn at Levers'. Well flusises’ which your mother must
know, Wiliie Pat and Josephine. Theiv dauvghter gob married. There was a
whole bunch of peopie from dew Waterford down becauwse all her relatives
are in Mew Waterford, But jiaping evervbody did. We all did ourselves.
Everyihody sang. You had more gueic. There was mare singing then there is
now. {reasons Youyr radio, First of all TV is one influence,

- Houseparties

ften and that also involves your hooseparties, But Cape Breton still has
houseparties. More so then the mainiand. An anocther thing is that youw had
gopd radio stations, you had good programs, LIFX was gpod at that time,
it stiil for this type of music. For instance Scottish Strings which we

)

hear every night. From 6:00 o'cleock. Yeu alsc had this Fun at 5:00 which
was on alt supper time. And everyhody listened to that. (G0 and &0s) You
got all the gossip and these hpuseparties went on. You got g houseparty
going for little or no reasan. When we grew up, even after I had left
home anid T was going to college, my brothers and sisters were home; in
the summer time; or even in the winter time, we used to have a party. He
call this one np or tell this one. Uy soeebody would arvive at ihe house
with a guitar. Yon never had any piann. A violin. Somebody from down the
fioine would come up with & violin. Home relatives, The next thing you
knew you had a housefull apd that was it you had a party. Parties on the
maintand are all fogeiher differpnt, That Cavseway still exicets because
vour parties are formal. You need almast an introduction to go fto a
party. They will say come to a party we are having a party tonight, They
will sit and talk and have & drink. They are much more conservative,
Where we live you'd never hear of this kind of party opless itse a bunch
af Cape Hretoners that get together.. Mow the other year, was if two




years ago, Arthur Muiee came up and Didace and Stelia. They were staying
overnight. They were going to sleep at our place. The next thing [ kpow I
phoned Dartmouth and I had a carload of people coming from Dartecuth to
Shubepackdi., Its the Cape Bretoners that are the foral point. The same
thing in Halifaw, Its not the native people.

i6i - Halle

There use to be a hall right here, Now ite wvone. find Ythen there is a hall
at East Margeree. And one at the Southwest. The schonls. They had alat of
dances in schools. Round and square, You'd have three sets and one round
dance.

{76 - Box Socials

They use to have them up at East Margares, box sociale. That was to raise
money for the Church. And the women would make lunches and decorate the bones.
They sometimes had it for Valentines Day, 1t wasn't that often during the
year. Pie sccials no; box socials 1 do remember. They would hid, nobody

wag suppose to know whose hex it was. Whoever bid the highest got that

han. 1 was too young then {to make themd.

191 =~ The sets

The Cheticamp sets for example, one of the favorite is Lead ypur Lady
over, We dont have that part in ours, The two couple goes up to each other,
your right hand lady by the right, vour left hand lady by the left, vour
ocpposite by the righkt, and your own by the left. And then right to your
own, in Hargaree you had, ok one of the sets was the two sides divide,
inside, outside, the two head couples come up, inside, outside returninag.
Your head couple comes inside and returns outside. Swing with your corner
partner. 0K your Mabouw and Inverness set you have for example, you have
and they use to do it at the Howbthwest too., Your second figure where yoo
all pramenade, first of all all join hands, and then your women are in

the centre and they all join hande (make a star), Then they turn around
and they turn arcund and they swing with theri partner. {In Hahou) i

tried to do it last year and they said that we don't do it anymore. Iis
too much. They didn't want to do it anymore. Bub it is still there, that
was part of ihe Mabou set., (who coold do this) Anybody who has been raised
in the Mabouw area or Southwest Margaree. (diffences b/w Southwest and HWabou)
o not that euch because they had face the music and face the hall, Their
sefts were alot alike if I remember right. See the organization of a

guod square set is & good prompter, but that ie passed on. They use in
have a gentleman up at the Southwest, when I use ta go up there

# number of years ago, You use to have four couples to a set, and if you
had more than four couple he’'d get off the stage and stop everything.
Feter Haclay. Boy when he said four counples to & set he meant {our

couples to & sebt. Then there is nothing that can disrupt good dancing or
good fun more than once you siart getfing up ento sets, in a dance in
Mabou or something like that and they have eleven couples to a set. Well




fivet of vou have an odd pumber wihich dsnit going to work. Then you net
alot of confusion. The only way you can iron that out, well with siu
conples you cap sti11 bave a good set, Cause 3ts still an sven nunmber.
But if you have newcomers and yan are trving to teach them or somebody
from pot of the area who doesp’t kpow the =et, They can oet them confused
and very discouwraged and they sit down. The ones in Halifay we shay
wretty well to the foreation.We have our promplers,; in Rockingham, ihe
iast Fiday of wach onnth. {wha plays) ALl Cape Bretor fiddlers. We had
dobn Canpbell down from Boston, Or Huddy HacWaster, (bip crowd) Depending
an who the fiddler is. For esample Buddy WacMaster will pack the hall. He
1 popd for dancing.

251 ~- Fiddiing for dancing

There are people who are violin players, itse 1ike anythipo else | gpess,
vioglin plavers who are good to listen to and others who are good to
lieten to and to dance fou. His timing. And the beat and the rhythm. f#nd
the type of tunes that you pick. I+ you goft a lively tune, Howie
flacBopalo, yvou just can’'t keep yvour fept still.

262 - Feople who dance.

Feople around here, they all dance. You know & souare set, like oy
father, mom and dad wre beantiful dancers. But everypbody was; it wasn't
anvihing, nothine special, T rvevall a couple of years ago going to the
firehall and some of the clder couples feoam Sast Maragaree and they uwere
all on the floor. T7@ not dnto vock music, that deoens’t appeal to me.

170 - Younger people dancing

I+ the opprotunity isn't there, 1 did alot of this teaching, I did it out
west, with no knowledge, never having done this hefore, It took the prize
fpr the city of Edponton, eachipg them the Haroaree Sguare Sebs. 1 had
thes neasorized. T put my kide in alot of concerts in trovro and all over.
in fact 1 had epme in Tona the other year, Some of the kids, 1 suppose
peer pressure oy comething like that oh I can't go or 1 don’t feel well.
Then I had Yo throw somebody in at the Jast minute. 1 was tryving to do
semething 1ike the littie Mabou Dancers, bul those kids had been together
for & nupber of years. I woold have my kide practise for a weesk snd then
put them on A stapge. Pratise with a record and then put a live vinlin
player, Sometimes I had no choice, T Yook sy kids to the Festival of the
Strait a number of years ago, five or siw years ago from Shubenackedi;

and they thought it was great, 1'd like to continue,
288 - How to keep this type of dancing alive among the younger people

First of all 1% you started in school, Phyvsice!l Education should have
dancing. This is a blondy shame. Why isn’t it that we are spendipg szo much
Lime and so guch meney on scoocer, basketball, football, contact sporis?
find when it comes o dancing which is an old form of culfure, heritage



that it seems that itewierd or you're queer, fnd it has to come from, you
know right now we have a generation of peonle who are nondancers, the
parents in that style of dancing. But that just flabberpast me to ses
that there is dancing at all. How romantic can you be when vou are len
feet away from each obther when yow ave dancing. And [ don't see any
improvemsent in it

A0F - bance prohibition

Toan™t say, 1 kpnow that dances on Saturday night had to end at midnight.
Mow 1 know & number of people that 1 imagine you've talbed to some of
them and That the priest vse Yo talk, especially Cheticamp, or some of
the Grottish priests too, Sut I know & friend of nurs who was born and
browght up in Cheticamp, she lives in Habou, and she talke abond having
none to the priest weuldn't give her cammunion, or a freind of hers,
Bevaunse she had danced atter midniohi,

END UF IMTERVIEW

There is some fape lefi



