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Interview with Lee Cremo cvontinued
000 - HNescaouette

Waybhe vou'd never sen hias for yeare and years. Mostly introdoce

yourself, so its no surprise, su evrybody knows everybody. They didn't
stop. Nobody asked a reguest for it, really. They would do it if you ask,
Pentecvst Sunday that's the time to ask. That's the that the Grand
Council makes their decision. Then it would be on their sgenda. Everyhbody
that comes, the thing is, we have a reserve here, there's what 1300 or
1800 people here. OX Yike if that happens like that, everybody is poing
to get the bucklet, every family. Not only here, Whycocomaugh, Mesbertou.
Every reserve in Nova Scotia, probably New brunswsick teo. The Grand
Council has that power, they have that power right to Quebec. IF they
send out, we call it bulletins in the English language. Eut gpelling in
Wicmar., If that Nescacuetie thing cemes on. nobody asked for it for
years, Its stil) there everyiody knpws it in their head. (it wouldn't be
correct to dance it out of that situaticend. lLels say that if 1 knew that
that was going to bappen, mayke 1 cowld have round up the Coupcil, we
have a Band Council and ope Grand Chief. Maybe he could have done that.
But yow see how mapy visitors are coming. Nebody knows whats going on, T4
twix people are standing at that end, other people are standing at that
end, They are coming in by boat, everywhere pow. But at that island there
is wnly one way to come in. By boat. That's why they know they will ask
you where are you from. If yew say that I'm from Toronto, &t this moment
maybe hithere is five or six of us and maybe you have to pick the person,
the best persos youw bave. its just like youw are voting for congepiality
or something like that. The bheet perscen to talk to, the best persoen to be
with., The best pne you knopw, that is the one that goes fo dapce with

the group. Then that person introduces the person on the right hand of
you. you pever introdece anybedy on oyvour left side. Blways on the right
gide. When ypu shake hands you naver shake hands with the left hand cause
that's troublt, to Micmacs anyway. That's & Breek dance. it could be the
same word as ON GUARD tee. Like sipple way to de it, any tisme you'll
meet, (he zpeaks aboulb enfants being ahle to sense the goocd or bad
vibraticns of a personl.

1% - Children learning dances

Well pot really, my uncle was & step-dantver, a champion step-dancer.
That's years ago. He is dead now. And so in our family, my mother's
family, they were dancers., And it happened that sy faiber was & fiddler,
And they got married spme how, I don’'t know how it happened. Its a
coincidence really, one family was step-dancers and the wther was
musiciane, So I use to go with my father selling baskets. I was only
young, dust for me te go on oa crowd. The thing was 1 was never shy. |
went in & crowd and danced, de anything. Ancther thing about ap Indian,
don 't dare an Indian anvihing., (he speaks about daring, aboul children,
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about woman, sbuout fighting?
234 ~ Chiet of dance nd differences in arm poeitions for dancing

I would say sp. I weould say this fellow sitting right here now. A chief
for step-dancing and cheif for. There ig two types of Bouguia you can
call it. There iz the movements. Doe moves the arms more than the nther,
the other one is less, more of a. Well the thinyg is when you lcosen up.
Lets =ay the person in the red hat there. We were the fish people, their
grand-father was a fisherman, my father was a fisherman, and vou had no
motorboats at that time. So the arms were going. The boxer if you ses the
boxer going into the ring you also see them, lopse cause he is going tpo
be using more arms today then his arms. That's the one whe is hard
tabour. (they show the difference in th two types of moevemenis, Lee sings
for Kenny to dance)

267 - Fish type person

This would be wmore of a, the fishing type persen, or the person who uses arnss
today than the other part of the body. Now the other one you will notice

he will use he will be stiff, the legs will be going, but he has a

stiffer upper body. { den't know if you can notice.

270 - Btiffer upper Body {Lee sings while Richard danceg)

Mow vou notice this person, stiff back, they don’'t even notice
themselves. Even in dapcing you can pick put who is a hard labourer, who
uses their hands more than their back. Its all there. [ would say. |
never met this man but I would say that in his time be probably cut alot
of pulp. Anything with hard work. The other fellow has more of a fishing
type guy, fisherman, even thouwgh in todays' world it sight be sore
bicycling., But still he is using arms whatever he is deoing. Uause the
arme are still going. While the ohther one is more of a, she has got
music in her hips. That's why her foontsteps tryinp to follow, she can
probably play the fiddle a litile bit, maybelnothtoean extent; kut she
knows all about it. She is learming by looking and that’'s how Indian
gerople use to learn, lokk and listen. Best thing. If one f these days
anywhere in North America and put a complicated thing and talk aboub it.
if you can talk about it onee, three times. They will not say anybhing,
they will listen and that's how they learn, listening. 1§ you ask
guestipns to you learn something. its your eyes that can see &nd ears
that listeninp. Her part in her life she listen, she heard whait is going
on. 1 almost dare her to take and play the fiddle, any tune. {Vivian
plays a& tune) See what I mean, her father is a fiddler. A1) her life
ligtenipyg and hearing. I iold you lose time aooc if you want to develop
your child a2 a musician, when he is in your stomach, put & tape
recerder on, whatever ausic vow want yvouwr child tpo learn. And that child
will come out, hear that and will attract to that. That's & real good
siart.



324 - Different styles of fiddling for dancing

You'll kpow this one, I think so. the playes a french tune) That's a
French tune. The same speed if you say to Irish (he plays ap irish tune)
Same =zpeed again. Like 1 said the tempo. | wmenticpned it to you the other
day, that from norih, south, east, west. Like the Inuit thing iz {he
gives an examplel, if you go to Sputh America {he gives ap exampler, if
yu ge to the east Africa fhke gives ap exampled; if you go to the west
the gives an example), same bealt but different tempo. Ther if you want to
learn to get your Phe or yowr doctorate, the oply letters that you are
using is ABCDEF, the most complicated instrument is the fiddle. The neck
part is only four inches lang, plus here bubt you wouldn'i believe there
ig 1800 chords here. AN youw have to be very careful where you pput your
fingere. That's the main thing for a susician 1 wewld say so, to bs
accurate on your potes, I would say sp, cause if you are not accurate on
your notes, your'tl be what they call in ausic sharp or flat. You bave in
be accurate on that. The more practise op the fiddle yeou are geing to
get, the better. The acre you pul in the more you are going to get out of
it. For example when we were deing the hand tricks a little while ago, if
i get you a plate now, if I puot something on plate and put something on
it, a little potate, a little varrot, and pive you a fork, you wouldpn't
miss your mouth, garantee, because you have been pratising since you were
little. ANd that is the samep thing with anythinog, music or anything you
want to accomplish., I you put yous mipd to it. The thing is if you want
to learn the fiddie yourself, buy 8 fiddle and lock yourseld in a room
for three weeks, You'll cosme out some kind of fiddler. Hard to kelieve
but that is true.

80 - fther dapces

Dh ya there are other dances, Well Nescaowetfe iz kind of a welcoming
dance., That's why an Indian phrase, ... yes Micasc phrase "As long as you
set ypur feet en this ground you are welcome as a brother or sister.
That'=s sounds gord, I have no imit. §'m not kragoing about it, But
that's waht we use it....

398 - Language

The language is very stvong here ip Eskasoni. Even my wife, nob indain
but she knows every word.

402 - Dance tradition kept up

h ya., Like the stoery been ogoing on sayke they will feld their children.
I would say that Andrew Gould of Whecovcmagh would be the number one
gouguia therel He kept the traditon. He got every one of his kids to
dance, Wilfred iz the same. He might not show it, but see the resulis
today, two of them. Net only these twe families, but obther families.



A10 - Drassion for dancing

Any celebratiorn going on, Like, the ocnly thing, lets say if oy moether had
a birthday party, Indains don't like birthday parties, I never had my
Firthday party until I was thirty. 4§ you don't bave & birthday party you
don’t know bow old yon are. Its better, vou only feel! better mental wise
toe. you don't know how odd you Bre. ...

422 - Play for what type of dance

Mostly 1 play rowund and sguare dancing, but 14 I'm op Indian Reserve I
mix it ip with this kind of =stuff. 1 played three weeks agw. They had the
Eskasoni fest, We played the square dance music al) night, nobody got up.
His brother started singing, They all got up. maybe they were tered of
hearing fiddle music. Bo they started singing and everybody got up. Bo
after when i took up the fiddle i didn't go to sguare dance music I went
right to Indian music., I think everybedy get up that pight. Not only the
youpg but the old. Everybody pot inte it. Feople from elsewbere got into
1t,
438 - Inpdian tunes op fiddle
About, popular, about six.

END OF BIDE A
Side H
a0hH -
Like I said this cne we have pow, they don't dp that, they do a different
siow type thing., Once you get off of Cape Breton. I don't know, ite just
like, they don't have, their feet don't oo the same way. More of a, well
i can give a sample. Mainland HMicamc. (be gives a sample) Not only
mainland from mainland right to Brivish Dolumbia. They have a Frarie
Daprers, they do a chicken thing. They do a hoop dance.
024 - Eagle Dapce
No, you don't try to imitate somebody if you respect them. You don't do
that her, wr you'll get & backhand in the face or somewhere. That's the
thing, the respect we have, the highest thing up there. The eagle is
something that the Indian respects everywhere. Not only here but all
through the west ifeo.
432 - Feather dance

That's more of & panme, there is nothing traditional about i%f. its just a
game that they made themself,



044 - Taditional dance

fcicular dance with thab type of sovement) Exactly. Different songs for
different thinge they do. Like 1 said there is a2 way of like you might
meet’ a dancer, I don't know anybedy in Eskasoni who can do the fishing
dance, they call it.

(%5 - Fishing Dance

There was & fishing dance, night dancing, the oply way you had to have a
ponl, we call teday torting eels, not torturing, torting. You have &
tight in fronpt, and youw do it ip nighttime in & cance and it is nnt easy
standing in & canoe. So the kalance has to be perfect. The same thing
that litkle was standing won, we were watching that karate kick., Hame type
of thinp. You have top have a good balance. You have a pole maybe o
batance you. There is an eel coming in and iFf youw te hit him, you have io
take that eel cut of the water, put it on your boat withowt you failing or
tipping it over. 5o there is such & thing as that, 1 tried it a few

times but T pever succeeded. I'm always in the water. Yoo can’t dance it
oir the land, Yor have to have & beat or canoe. Standing right in the bow.

07& - Sipginyg to this dance

Well mostly, npt if you can belp it.when youw are fishing vou have to be
very guite. You hear a hum to it.

083 - Lullaby
He sings & lullaky and explains about putiing & kaby to sieep.
111 - Traditional Instrument for Micmac dancing

That Inadian thing. Well this thing iz called a gigcamaha spelling?.

We didn't have to many choices of instruments. So we called this
pigcamaha. Its made of klack ash and if you girip it and you pound it

then this will come even. You can see the grain of wood if you logk
closely, But the aore you pound on it, lets say thie is g block, you pound
anything heavier this end then eventually it will come the way you want
it. You cut it and make a soft bandle. Not enly its geod, its can do
double as a spare drum would do. And its easy to carry. And you can hit
the flies with it, Very wseful instrument. (did he akke i%) Mo, Peter Paulet
{made it)., He lives about two miles from here. Other pecple makes then
tow, Joehn B, Paul makes thes too.

138 - Other traditional insiruments
The drum, You held ia yeur hands. It looks the sasme as an Irish one. Like

that one you can chnasge tone by grabbing, tighten it {sipngs the notes of
the secale). Youw change the pressure. (he as one! 1 loaped it to Barab Denv.



They had a birch bark, it looks like a horn of birch bark. But they use
the same reed, but that ong locks like that you put & comb and vouw put a
paper on front, what do you call that thing. A cusew.Spelling? Mostly

women used that a long time ago heacavse they had & higher piteer voine,

154 - Rattle

O that's foreign. Foreign obiect. Mo that's in more of Latin America,
They think up their games, their own.

183 -~ Melopdies on the fiddle

These opes are doing only Boguia type of thing. There is & rpertain people
chiat did de ceremonial dances. Like abt one time the persop, the dancer,
there was only certaip that can do it. Like I was 3 man and I can't go to
thie weman's= house and jut propose right there. 8 messenger. We call it
spelling. The person who is going to marry you, she knows who ycu are.
But for respect, he ig the one that weuld be geing. Like today. {zpeaks
abnut marraige taday and yesterday, divorce). Certain people did certaip
dances. {speaks about marrisge againl.

210 - Btep-dancing

0¥ T's geing to stardt with a straspey and 1711 chanpge to a reel.

tthe three dancers step-dancel.

23% - Step-dancing

1ts gasier for step-dancing cause your balance, more bBalance is up on the
gar than is on the ground. Now you do that Indian dancing, lets say if
you weigh 100 pounds, there is sfil) thirty pounds on the ground. Buk
step-dancing that's the same you if you want to learn boxing. Just tell
the person that you want to lgarn the steps. The real step-dancing, there
is a different step-dancing. A real step-dancer, you are almpst in &
craach. That's the real step-dancing., {he shows ws) Less hands soving,
The other part you can call it more of a tap dancing. Like the ones that
use heels, Step-dancing the less heels yor use the bhetter vou are. It
would he the same as the balleit danvers cause the ballet dancers don't
tse their hepls either. Alot of tip toes. If you are stepping. They have
different steps and the person who has the more steps that is the best i
would say. 1 was talking about this Burke fellow, 101 steps [Darvl Burke),
I was at Port Hood and a2 girl from Kepsington won. SHe had 93 steps.
That's &% hard thing to do. Not oenly from this fopt but froam the nther
foot too. OK iFf you put & mirror and if this foobt can do it thiz way then
the other cap do it that way te. That's the way it works. The best
step-dancer you see will be in the sittipg position. Not straight.

Its just like as if you were sitting down. You use this muscle for
dancing. Nolt only for vour toes, you use that muscle too. So when you
develop thes siscles, its not easy either., Thre's another thing, this
pnes never dig a ceremonial dance. The only way we can do a teremonial



dance is, the thing is.

281 - Wedding dance

¥ orated. Very personal thinsg, They had one abowt two yesrs zgo. They
=till have them. Some of them den'i know nothing about it. Only The
couple. At that time we wse to have tents fents, wigwams. Bub now they
cap de it in thier private bedrooms. This iz the thing they are not going
to see gach other for & weel,

301 - Harvest dance

There's the harveset dance. Barvest dapce is more of a, we call it harvest

~dance anyway, but it is a mixture with this gouguia and, The harvest dance

its more of a feast, like people harvesting this stuff and that stuff,
they didn't have it in one ares. Like they would bring what sver they
girow. This one brings vegetable, the ohther one iz growing pobatos, he
hrings petates. Like the hunter gets what ever he gets and he brings the
meat. Thep its all cooked outdeoors. There will be fiddle music, there'll
be guitar music. The fiddle and the guitar came later. The drums will be
there, That's mostly all chants. You'll hear it, the woman who singas
that very geocd is Sarab Deny, like I80. That's one of them. There's
apnother one, his father might know, Well the thing is (he sings & bit) It
sounds like mere a French. 1 think the french pickeo that up., I dpn't
knoe whn picked up what., There's resesblance. I was in Mestreal, one time
ago and they were doing the same thing we dop here but the only thing they
were doing 1% in a different language. Feast. They still have & feast.
They use to have a fast for the names, like dohn they would ge te a1l the
houwses where & person pamed Jdehn was. Take their food. Ttz more of & game
than a feast. That thing they still have it ip Chapel Island. When I was
there last year they feasted John, Peter., A1) the sainis names that yoo
cap think of.

338 - Three kinde of dancing

There is three kinds nf stuff. There is the sad dance, mourning dance.
And there iz a medicre dapce. If you are not happy or sad. And there is a
happy dance, They were doimg the bappy dance, In that way if vou pet alot
of tension you can release them through that. Certain ways for certain
people. Tte hard Lo expalin, I don't know, his father aight know more
thar I do. He is wlder, he heard the clder people.

354 - Indian Breetings with demonstrations

73 -~ Mumbing body for healing purposes with demonstration, peints
similar to acupunctare,

387 - Shoes

Moggasine, That is the only thing that MNicmac badat one time, mopgasins,



Well some of them made their own. They use to make with the splints of
maple tree, they wowld be woven the sase way 85 a basket. That onss
would be used for walling on the szandy areas. Thewm things are more of
hard bottes, For dancing seft bottom mogoasins.

3% - Clothing

At that time they used alot of baby deer leather cause that is the
pasiest to clean, lightest for summer Yime and you can use it foer

the

undergarment. ffter vou sof that deer part, the fur part wonld go inside

and its warm too. The men had zomeihing like a diapper and they had

leggings s that they cowdd take it off guickly. The top part they use tn
have something tike a jackel with sleeves, deer eather, beaver. Not that

much bead work, Well bead work, Miomac they didn't, Desions ves. Micaszc

design, they didn't have feathers either. The woman, it use te be a
gress. And there's he something like & jacket that would go on top of
it. They might have pictureys ip the school books.



