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000- Blaise Maclpnis, born in Mabou, 193B.

007- Glencoe Mills sguare set.

There should ke four couples to a set. (B people! You form & circle
gnd the set is normally done in threes, each figure. 8o you would go
forwards and backwards three bimes. Then yow would torn o vour corner
ang swing your corper partner then back in the circle the same thing,
back and forwards three times and this wonld go on for three tipes
nermally. In the old time set, the prompter would do everything ip
threes., Yoo would only dance with vour corner partner three times. Then
the et would end. It depends on hpow the fiddler was bow fast the szet
went, When that set was finished, the secend zets {figured staris ip
threes top. You dance with your partner and you gop around to the right
the first time {promenade), Then back in the circle, the same thing,
backwards and fourwards three times, then you oo the opposite way
lpromenade). Yes it is promenade to the right the first time and then you
come back po ip the circle, you do the same thing backwards and forwards
and yow dance with vour partner and you go around Lhe opposite way
promenading to the ieft. {080) You do that three times. Hormally in a
structure set, the caller woulf, after the thivd tise, would say o.k. and
clap bhis hands and that would be the end of this second figure.

08&- The third figure.

You start off right hand to your lady, left to the next lady and you
just grand chainp around like that. (You just go back to your partner)
You'd swing your partner apd then youw'd grand chain the opposite way, to
the left. Then when you meet your partper, you face the music the first
time, the head couple would ge up, face the music, and turn and she would
be on my right going up and we would turn on our left coming back so that
we would go throwsh and all the women would be on one side and all the
men on the other. The nest fTime around after this zame thing with the
grand chain youw wait for the back of the hall. You face the back of the
hall, and that's the same thing we've just done. So you would do that
three times in that last figure. The men are on the opposite side. On the
first time dows, the men are on the right bhand side. The next, when vyou
face the back of the hall, they'll bhe on the left-hand side when they
step-dance ip the line., When this whole process is done in threes, you
cemeg back and you grand chain all the way, yow pass youwr pariner and you
go all the way back to vour partner, and then vyou promenade around and
you form a circle again and that's the end of the set. (Rfter they've
rormed the lines and step-dancve, when they jeip their pariner they
step-dance or swing with them and once that's done youw orand chain again
to the opposite way vou've dope it the last time.) Ne after that line up
with men on cne eside and women on the other, yvou always grand chain to
the right. Right hand to your paritner, left to the next.



107- Musmber of cpuples in & set at Blencoe.

£t one time, there would be a head couple. The head couple would
slways he, let’'s say if there were four couples, the head couple was
usually here, The couple witht heir back teo the music would be couple
punber four. The couple to thelr right wowld be the besd couple.
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The head couple would lead arcund. Bub somebtimes you'll get alob of
people who don’t remerher that from back in the younger opes, it would be
any couple that would go. But wswally the head rcouple would lesd around,
There is probably not a head couple as much today in each of the sets as
there was at one time. The head couple was never the caller when he was
dapcing. The caller very seldom ever gets in a set., He's always usually
e the cutside of it.

140~ When he started going to sguare dances.
I gtarted going to sguare dances when [ was fourteen, in all the
old-fashioned schoolhouses. (This would be in 17820

151~ Eight handed reel.

The eight-handed reel wasz done in Mabpu at a copcert. They did it
with the women wore black long dresses or skirts with 2 blouse with ihe
white blouse---Jessie LCameron, Pat MacDonald, this was prebkably about 10
or 12 years since they did that at a cencert. I think that's probably
about the only time i1t's been done end then they sori of de the Habou
set, what they call the last figure. They had the szenior Mabouw dancers
and the junior Mabow dancers which my son belonged to, the Junior Mabou
Dapncers. They would do just the last figure and they had their own little
caller, It was guite popuwlar. My son Glen started when he was about 7 or
& and went through uptil he was about 14. He stayed small sp he could
stay with the greup longer. The group chpaped oyer the years. I think it
is Maureen Mackenzie who teaches them. They'll probably be at the Broad
Cove Goncert. They dressed in the kik pveralls, the bovs, and the girls
had the plaid skirts and the blouses., 1 remember as a kid seeing the
gight-handed reel done in the old schoolhpuses by the old-timers who are
leng since ypne. This would be in the late 40°s and early 50's. 1 was
enly a kid when I weould see them in the schoolhouses, They would be just
a group of them whe would get up and do the 8-handed reel.

1924~ Dances in schoclhouses,

The reason for these dances was usuaslly to offset the cost of
heating for the winter,; so the money they would collect would go to pay
for that. And the repairs ap the school. Seme of it would go for the
teachers salary at thalt tieme it was all Trustees, So 3 or 4 or 5 people



in the neighbourhond would be trustees and they'd have these bingo games,
card plays and dances. It all went towards the upkeep vf the school.
Grocery hingo games mainly. Everyhody would, sy mother was zt cne time
president of the home and school so they'd bave a bingo geme antd my
mopther would bring five pounds of sugar and spmebody else would bring
something and this would be the prizes. The cards were a nickel a card
antd when they did have the dances, the fiddler would play for nothing and
they had an ergan at the school and they'd all contribute their talent
for the night. The first dapce that I resesber, in Mabew on the way to
Capeg Mabou, a fellow by the name of Frank Bulliwvan used to have the
quarter dapces, and it was 20 cents tp gebt in. It was 25 cents to get in
and that was it, He had guite a large kitchen (this was in his housel.
There world be alet of people gathered there, It was for his own and
people oidn't mind because the people enjoyed it and he lived guite a
ways bark in the woods type of Blencoee type ang people epjoyed the trip
with horses and wagons., 1 was abput 10 years old, the first one I was
allowed to oo to. The day of the dance, I stepped on a rusty nail. I can
still remember crying vver it. I think that was probably the last one he
had at the house.

233~ Dance prohibition.

This was net in ay tise. There vwas a priest that went arcund and
took all the fiddles ouwt of the bouses. This was ip Port Hood, Mabou, you
know, different nld priests. Because the devil was with the ausic. What I
think they probably forgot was that alot of the old women and vld men
could jig the tunes, what they call mouth suweic. My motber uwsed to be
very good at that at ope time. She used to know alot of the wld tunes
when we were small children she'd bouwnce youw onp her knee. The devil was
not with the music so moch but as the time that went with it. Fartying
ant drinking and whatever---moonshine days. They didn’t like that aspect
nf it,

240~ Blencoe figures.

In the old set, the days of the caller, the caller would coupt it in
series of threes. You kpew that whep you danced with your corner partner
three times, then the music wenld stop. They were shorter sets. Like
Buddy plays a long set. You dapce with your corper partner and you swing
her three tines, in 8 series of three. When you swing with her, it is
just a few seconds, Then you bhreak apd come back into the set. It could
have something to do with the phrasing of the music. In the first figure,
yiou don't see alet of people doing the step-dancing. In the secund
figure, the ocnes that can do it, do it 5 little bit more, because the jig
iz a little faster and it has a little more up tempo. In the first sets I
danced, there were four figures in them. In fact I went te & dance in the
early 60's in Mhyrcoc., and they were still doing thuse same four figures.

289~ The “"lost" fipure.

The first figure you danced with yvour coroer. The second figure you
danced with your partner, the third figure you danced with your corner
and the last figure you danced with your partner again. He thipks it is
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the third figure that has been lost. Se now you dance the first figure
with your corner and the second two figures with your partner. The third
one has been cut out.

298- Houseparties.

They'd have a cardplay and then the housepsriy, well spmpebody wouls
say well bring a fiddle and the dancing would start and the cardplay
would break up. And =cmebody would've won the prize, wsually & turkey or
a guose and thaht would be about 10 or 11 o'clock and then scmebody would
hring out & fiddle and the houseparty would start. It could last antil
garly in the morning. Bepe Archioe Gillis told me be played 12 sets one
night for & houseparty,

313~ End of interview,

dnterview with Mary Jane Maclsaac and Hargaret MacDougall, August 8,
1986.

318~ Mary Jdane Macisaac, borp in 1906, Blencoe in an opld farmhouse and
fargaret MacDougall, borp in Inverness, Jdan. 29, 1916,

319~ Brotch Four,

tIn Detroit) They would switech to the reel fro,m the strathsphey and
they done the same thing. This was done by people form Cape Breton. They
would gooinoa circle. Then they would stay in 8 sguare formation. They
danced the first time with their partner and then with the turn of the
tune, they wowld switch partpers and dance with their opposites and they
would march arcund and I think there was four turns. Then they went inito
the reel. 1t would be more or less the szame. They never got into a
straipght line. It was always in & sguare formation. That was in the 50's
whep Father Hughie had the first copcert put there. That would be thirty
years this fall., (1986) It was my father fthat taught those four. One was
my sister and two wag my cousin, Jerry BacDonald. Two sre dead. Jerry’s
living but I don't know if he would remember it. And my sister don't
rengaber it. I have my cousin and Irene WacDonald from Windeor and we
have it all planned in September we will do the Scptch Four. 1 will get
it en wvideo because I'm sending it to Father Rankin, 5o I°11 send it to
you. MWe will do a switch of videos.

38~ DMd-Time Sets.

{Mary Janeg} When sy prople arrvived in 1836, not my Grandfather
because he was dead, but my father spoke aboul dancing. He said that the
nld sets in Scotland, there was four figures in them, that’'s the nld
pnes. There was four couples in it. Apd only four figures. The first one
was join hands and up in the centre. When the figure was over, yiul'd
swiny with your oppusite partner. Then, they’'d cress their hands and
you'd walk acrose holding inzide hands. The forward and back lbow) then
you'd swing with your own partner then. The four couples would do that.
This was the way they learned in Scotland and then it changes when they
come over here. My father remembered his fabter telling abont it. When my



fahter was old enough to dance, they were still here but then they
shifted them around and it they put six figures ip it. That was in my
father's time. find thep in ay time, 1t was different again, So they just
add on. 1 remember dancing six figures.

3%1- Margaret describes the figures.

The Lancers is the last ones, that is what they are dancing today.
You went to a kitchen-racket and youw danced these sguares. You went first
couple through the centre you would swing bands and I'd take my partner
and yor'd go through and veu'd return on the ountside. The four of them
done this. {Like the first figure in Cheticamp). The second slow figure
you would do first couple would make & twrn with them. Yeu would come
half way to the centre. They would do this in couples. Like a right and
Teft throuwok and when vou came back the couples weuld swing partners. The
same thing would go for the two couples op the sides. They would cross
over and cross back, It is not & right and left throwgh, The opposite
gent and lady (420) c¢ross over ant crose back. First couples on the heads
cress over and cross back. So you sort of made & turn and then you went
back. It would only be the opposite lady and gent lone couple is active
and they are opprsites), Lady apnd opposite gent cross over and then cropss
pack. They do a little turp on the corner. They would swing when they got
tack. In the third figure, they did the grand chaip and they did not do
the wheel about because that was something new in the Lancers. They did
right hand to your partner a1l the way arpund. 1 imagine Owen could talk
about the first. These are the first sete that I remember (Margaretd.

4446~ Wedding Reel.

Now they were & little different in my time {Mary Jane). The wedding
reel, there was eight people in ity four couples. There was six figures
in that., I'm geing back 72 years agp when my sister got married we had
the old house and they danced in the kitchen. There was a stove in the
kitchen and they always put it out on the porch in the sumpertise. After
breakfast they danced the wedding reel and now I am B0 and I was 7 years
nld so that was 73 years apo. I was guite amazed st the whele thing, the
wedding reel. They dapced siy fiqures---three slow and three fast. After
the thivd slow one, the bride and the groecm stood in the centre angd every
man would have a chancve, thalt’'s why they waited for the fast figure,
would swing with the bride ansd whoever was dancing with me, they'd swing
with the groom (4&0), Then vame back. The wedding couple would be in the
ceptre and they would not move from there. She geot & chance to swing with
every man uptil the four couples had completed it. While the bride was
swinging in the centre, the grooms was swinging with the ladies at each of
their places. When it was finished, they'd say grand right and left half
ways, and then they'd go up the centre, and gvervhody swing and they'd go
back to the other two fast figures. They did thres slow figures, then
this ong and then they did three fast figures. You need the fast fioure
for the bride to swing in the centre. That was very very fast. 5he would
have heen tired. That would have been like the fourth figure and then
they weuld do the two fast cnes. So the first fast figure was that. The
pther figures werg the figures they were doing st that time. 1°11 never



foryet that, the impression it had on me. My siszter was in lhe centre,
her and her husbapd, and the sap would cope out and bow to her and take
her angd whoever was dancing with that man, she’'d go to the groom. Epth of
them stayed in the centre. Bo these twe couples were swinging in the
centre. It wae just one couple at & time. The bride and the groom
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007- are in the centre, ang they are both szwinging in the cenire while
the other couples are watching, When we came back, right hand to your
partngr l1eft tp the next and vou come arpund until the next couple. In
between each swinging you'd do a yrand chain. The bride and groom stay in
the middie and they do & grand chain around thes {with threes couples).
There are eight people ip this. It was called the wedding 8 hapd reel.
There would he eight people and the bride and groom was in the centre. 5o
that meapne five couples. The would not be one wf the four vouples---they
were the centre of attraction., There was actuaslly four couples with the
bride and groom in the centre. We have a sguare made up of four couples,
I the ventre, we have the fifth couple who is the wedding couple the
bride and groom. Mo there was only four couples and this included the
bride apd groom. When they did the grand ripht and left, the wedding
couple stayed in the centre., Three couples were doing right to your own.
When I pot dene with you, we did rioht hapd to your pariner and then when
we come back to our places, the pext couple swings with the bride. There
were three couples in the grand chain. The bride and groom staved in the
tentre.

069~ Wedding dances.

They'd finish that set acnd the next set would bhe the bridesmaids
and the best map and the groom and they'd Jjust dance an average set. And
if the father and mother was young enewgh to dance, on both sides, they
would be the other two couples. That was the nest one they danced here at
my sister s weddinpg., My father and mother danced with thes and the father
was dead and the molher didn't come up because there was a big wedding in
Inverneze after the wedding here. But my uncle ABngus and his wife danced
for the groom’s side of the family. First there was a seb that was made
up of six figures. The third figure, when the first fast figure came up,
they did the thipg with the bride and groeem in the ventre and the cother
three couples aropund. When they finished the first set, there was a
serond set apd in thal set was the bride and groom, the bridesmaid and
the proomsmen, the mother and father of the bride, and then her uncle lor
whoever represented the groom’'s fapilyd. In the first set was the hride
and groom and wheever was there at the time. If wowddn't be big enough to
have other sets geing op at the same Yime, Hecause it was in the
kitchen. Then my fabter built a sztapge right out there and they had
dancing on the stage. The bride could dance with anybody and the groom
ceuld dance with anybody., The first set was meant to be where she was
barn, in her own home. And it was in the kitchen because that would've
been the biggest room. She Was the pldest apd was the first to get
married. The wedding set was supposed to be dapcved where she was born, in



the hpuse where she was born, We used to call them “"kiitchen rackets'.

130~ Kitchen rackets.

Well, they were a1l dancing and hammering down. Mary Jane says, 1711
tell you what I liked in my day we all went to mass in Glencoe and we
only had mass once every three weeks and then we went tpo one house, gach
Sunday we picked 3 house afier mass after we had dinner, the dinner was
aluways at 12:00, and we'd dance all afterncop, after the mass and
everything. The Hiller's down there, that was a little village all of its
cwn, There was {3 buildings down there. We went there very often., We cane
up to the ovld home here and then we'd go to different houses. find that
was going on all summer lono. The only time there was a dance in the hall
was a4 boy party,

149~ Box Party.

The mppey was for the scheol. T4 was all houseparties. The Leahy
grandfather played at the school at the Banks that's where 1 learned fo
gante (Margaret),

161~ Houseparties on Sundays.

In the summertine, the meat wouldn't be so plentiful, 'cause there
was no way to keep it. In my father's house, we'd kill a lamb on Friday
and we'd have that for a rosst or stew or whatever and zome other house
would have just potatoes and theese or whatever you had, alot of times
bologna alot of homemade =tufd, homemsde bread and pies and cookies
molasses cakes and gingerbread. That's my fondest memory of dancing was
in the bome, in differepnt homes and in sy own home. Ye were dancing the
iy figures and maybe they'd only have a vieclin player, We never had a
piape. There wasn't too many pilapos then, That's why I still love the
viplin alone. There was & prompter and they never let anybedy get out of
order, In Margaret's fime it was her huskand and Dwen Dan, You couldn't
beat them. I'11 give vou a copy of a tape of a concert in Detroit with
Buddy John Campbell, Bandy MacIntyre. Then we rented apother hall after
the concert was over just to have the rest of the night. They danced and
he prompied. Be would sing alonp, they made a song of the preompting. He
kept time with the music,

205~ Why np more prompters.

They didn't loose the proaspters, the prompters could not make the
dancers obey and they took over and went their way. I call what they
dence today & bully in the ring. These sets today makes me lonesone.
There is no bhead or taileg te it. In Detroit, I gave my basemept and we
are trying te get the voung ones to revive in the new way. S0 we had a
dante at the Nova Brotia Club and we told everyone Lo look on at the new
Beginners to bripg back the Saratoga Lancers. In Detroit we are going to
have a Halloween dance,

231~ bruhle set.
We used to do that at the Hiller s down here cubside. I never seenped
to like that as muth as the four vouple one. It was kinfd of confusing



but we got to like them after & while. It was about the zame way as the
four couples. There was six figures. In that double up thing, you crossed
your bands in the centre. This would be everyone---like a baskst, Then
you oot a hold of the fellows and the fellows wenld go under the pirls.
Then the women wonld go under. Then yow weuld keep on geing arpund. That
was the double set. You'd have te have a large room and you could never
do it in oa private bome. We did it outside. You would do right band to
vour partner all the way and the ladies formed a lipe ano crossed their
hande. Then the men came in and they croeszed their bhands apd you swung
around. Everybody formed a circle and then the mep came and cauwght their
kands. The women had their hands and they would go around and around.

268~ Bonu-dances,

Bargaret says way back in my mother’'s day, every tune had Baelic to
it., {fiddle tunpes). The scng-dances, they never saw that. But if there
wag no violin player and we wapted to dance a set, Uncle fAngus would do
that. He would jig tunes and even sing wordes te them and we would dance
to that, Scpetimes he would tkae twe sticks and he wonld keep music to
the two sticks. And hum the tune and then he would sing it in Gaelic. But
ne’'d ftune it in Baeliv teo., In order to do that, he'd have to have the
two sticks to keep the rhythm anmd how often we danced that without a
violin., We always depended on him,

293- Dance nccasions,

He bad & dance for the parish., That would be right after the hay was
finished so everybody would be home and we'd have a box party., 1 remember
one time eight boxes being made, And we'd decorate them up with tissue
paper. We'd curl tissue paper. We could make one for you, So now say you
went there with your boyfriend, you'd show him the boy before you leave,
Then there would be friends of his and thiz man would come up and stand
en an pld keg like a molasses keg that wass cub down, and he'd auction.
Then your box would come up and he'd say how much oo I offer for this,
and vou wanted vour bkeyfriend tn get this but there was anciher guy who
had his eye on you se he...How moch---25 cents, 50 cents and there might
ke three just tessing him. I saw over in this schoolhouse here and that's
going back 73 years ago---43 dollars. There was a Maclsaac fellow he had
his eye on Kay White, she was teaching in Strathlorne aand was geing with
somebody else, when her bod vame up it was sold for &1 dollars, Margaret
was about 9 years old. That was Dowgal Macory’s sister. The ones bidding
didn’t have any money, but they knew he wouldn't give it up. He had 50
gpllars, that's all he had apd it went up to 43 dollars. They werse just
teasing him. In the box you put the best yopu bad---cookies, cheese and
bread and sandwiches---two sandwiches becauvse semebody was going to buy
it. Two of everything.

$472- Box Party.

Bary Jane says on her 1&6th birthday, bher Bunt made her a cake and
her mother said you have to give that up. If you didn't have a boyfriend,
you were so pervous who would get it becauwse he was supposed to take yvou
home. This gueer fellow got my box, kind of slow and I didn't want to eat



with him---you're young and crazy and 1 had my eye on sompone else. iy
mother said if you don't go and respect that and eat with him, you'll
never get to another dance. Well, 1 said I'1l do that but by Bod he is
not going to take me bome. I never forgot my 1é6th birthday. Alot of
peaple wouldn't claim their box. I don't see why they don't make wne bou
party at the school. (And Film it).

345~ End of interview.



