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The Ethics of Big Business 
0-----------------------------------------------------

Th H H H S~- M P I and will declare that there is no fixation of 
e . On. • • &evens, .. price except on a basis of supply and de-

mand. But a careful examination of the 
(Formerly Minister of Trade and Commerce methods followed would clearly convince 
for Canada, amI Chairman of the Mass
Buying and Price·spread Commission). 

the impartial mind that this corporation 
actually does dominate the price structure 

Simpson Among 
The Phillistines 

(Editor's Note-In presenting this article 
to our readers, we may modestly lay claim 
to a "scoop." This event coming so early 
In our journalistic career gives us much 
encouragement to carryon with this single· 
handled ven ture. To Mr. Stevens we owe. 
and hereby acknowledge, a debt of grati
tude, which we can never repay. The ar
ticle speaks for itself. The tiile and sub
titles are the editor's own confection.) 

of livestock in Canada. THE recent victory of Mayor-elect 
Now what does this mean? It means 

that all of the farmers and livestock produ· 
eel'S of Canada are In large measure de· 
prived of the right to bargain for the sale 
of their livestock. All they can do is to 
bring it to some market point and they 

Simpson of Toronto, C. C. F. can
didate, has evoked considerable com-
ment in the Canadian press. An edi
torial f rom the Mail and Empire of 

will be paid the prevailing price for that Toronto, quoted in the Round Table 
class of livestock as set forth in Montreal, 
Toronto, Winnipeg or some other central column of our revered and venerable 

B IG BUSINESS, as distmguisbed from 
market. It may be in some remote village, contemporm-y, the Sydney Post-Re-
but the local butcher will pay the price 

ordinary business as we have been wont that is offered on the central markets. 
to understand it in the past. might be de- Now why does he do that? Because were 
scribed as those large corporate interests he to pay a much higher price and charge 
which, by expansion or amalgamation, have higher prices for his products the big cor-

cord, essays an explanation of this 
-to the Mail and Empire-indecent 
behavior of the Queen City's elec-
torate. The editorial takes solace in 
the fact t hat the Mayor-elect can-

:'~':,'"h~ t~~:s~;:tla~cc~;~~~1 O~a~ye i~l:tr!~ poratlon would soon be there with its high
tions could be given but the fact is so powered truck, delivering low priced beef 

to a chain store in competition with the not go far with his promised re-obvious that it is unnecessary to do so. 
Those who control Big Business are not 

necessarily evilly disposed towards the rest 
!:~ ::!C~",;;~kJ:, :~iC~:~~y i~~~tre~:~iv~~ form s with the city council to check 
Iy a great corporation can determine t he him. 

of the business world, or the producer. or fate of tens of thousands of farmers through
the consumer, or ihe worker. I say, "Not out Canada.. By their quantity control of The Post-Record also editorializes 
necessarily,' but such is their environment 
that very often they find themselves, by the outlet they are placed in a positiol:\ on the disturbing matter of electing . 
the very natme of the operations in which ,vhere they can dictate the price to the a plebian to the seat s of the mighty. 
t hey are engaged, forced to do things that producer. (continued on page 8) 
injure other interests or private illdividuals. 
It must be borne in mind that this is not 
necessarily deliberate" as I have already 
said, but a man who is drawing a big sal
ary (and officials of Big Business usually 
do draw big salaries) will quite naturally 
do wh at in his opinion would be pleasing 
to those who control his salary. In othe~ 
words, he seeks first the welfare of his 

Questions and Answers 
HOW are the different kinds of justice, 

mentioned in Dr. Ryan's article, dis
tinguished ? 

Answer: Legal justice regulates the du
t ies of the citizen toward ' the state, e. goo 

company-very often in utter disregard as paying taxes; distributive justice regulates 
to its effect upon other interests. the duties of the state towards the citi-

Big Business and the Primary Producer 
There are three elements in society which 

are constantly - and often very seriously 
-atrected by the activities of Big Business. 
For instance, the whole livestock indUstry 
of Canada is in large measure dominated 
by one concern. namely, the Canada Pack-

zen, e. g .• imposing of taxes in a just man
ner . that is distribut ion of burdens justly. 
It is sometimes further divided into p;o~ 

tective and promotive, e. g police protection 
and social legislation respectively. Com
mutative justice is the justice of the mar
ket place ; it regulates the duties of citizen 

ers. They control about 70% of the bus:- towards cit izen . e. g., as in ordinary con
ness and such Is their influence on the tract of sale, etc. Social justice is synon
buying market that, I am convinced, they ymous "ith distributive justice, although 
virtually control the market and dictate by some writers it is held to be equivalent 
the prices. They, of course, will deny this to legal justice. 

We have not the editor ial before us, 
but t he writer opines t hat t he vic
tory is due to a discontented and 
disgruntled electorate, that th is dis
content is ephemeral and with its 
passing away the Queen City will go 
back to its regal smugness. "What! 
A rebellion in our very courtyard '!" 
cried Louis XVI. "Nay, sire, it's a: 
revolution!" answered one of hilt 
acute courtiers. Is the r ecent elec~ 
t ion in Toronto a r ebellion or a re~ 

volution in social t hinking and so. 
cial attit udes? Has Toronto found 
the light, or is it seeing stars ? 

IT is diflicult for an outsider to get into 
the best Hollywood society. Presumably 

one has to Jive there qui te a time before 
beginning to move in the best triangles. 
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... • The Restoration of Property ... • 

(Copyrighted 1933 by American Review) 
(continued from last issue) 

IF it were Indeed true that economic free-
dom could not coexist with .. great deal of 

production, and still less with .. sufilcient 
distribution, then would it yet be worth 
while to sacrifice some portion of the rna
t"rial goods, &nd, stll more. to permit in
equality In distribution. for the sake of the 
economic freedom. But the truth is. as we 
shall see later on. that the supposed con
flict between freedom and abundance. be
tween freedom and .. gener .. 1 enjoyment of 
that abundance, Is an illusion born of capi
talism. It Is an Uluslon which arises from 
the fact that the men who cherish it have 
so lived under .. Capitalist system all their 
lives that they can conceive of no alter
native save a Jurther development of it In 
Communism. 

Economic freedom Is a good; It is among 
the highest of temporal goods, because it 
is necessary to the highest life of SOCiety 
through the dignity of man and through 
the multiplicity of his action. in which mul
tipliCity is life. Through it alone can the 
units of society react upon the State. 
Through it alone can a public opinion Hour
ish. Only where the bulk of the cells .. re 
healthy can the whole organism thrive. rt 
is therefore our business to restore eco
nomic freedom through the restoration of 
the only instjtution under which it Hour- ' 
ishes, which institution Is Property. The 
problem before us Is, how to restore Pro
perty SO that It shall be, as it was not SO 
long ago, .. general institution. 

Bow to Restore Property 

Three provisions must be kept clearly In 
mInd before we .. ppro&eh the problem and 
.. ttempt its practical solution, 

The first proviso Is that In the restor..
tion of Property we .. re not attempting. 
:md could never reach, a mechanIcal per~ 
fectlon. We are only attempting to change 
the general tone of society and restore pro, 
perty as a commonly present, not a uni-
versal institution. -

The second provision Is that we cannot 
even begin such a reform unless there Is a 
favorable state of mind present in society, 
a desire to own property, sufilcient to 
support :md maintain the movement and 
to nourish Institutions which will make It 
permanent. 

The third proviso Is that in this a t tempt 
to restore economic freedom the powers ()~ 

the State, which are often unreasonably 
contrasted with economic freedom, must be 
Invoked. 

By HILAIRE BELLOC 

(EdItor's Note-This is the second In
s talment of l\lr. Belloc's series of articles 
Originally appearing in the American Re
\·jew. We snggest that the articles be 
fyled for further reading after the series 
i.!. completed. In this way, the whole 
thought can be grasped withont the in
terruption of time, an inconvenience in
evitable In continued articles.) 

The fust proviso Is, I s .. y, that, unlike 
the Sen'lle State and unlike the Commu
nist State, the Proprietary States does not 
present an ideal solution. There can !:Ie 
no perfection about it, it must remaln ' in
complete ; nor could there be a better proof 
that the attempt is a human one, constant 
to human nature. 

To establish the Servile State one has 
but to follow certain lines which lead ra
pidly to an Ideal conclusion; the same is 
true with regard to the Communist State. 
A slmpie formula and its exact application 
will, in each case, produce the ideal society 
envisaged. 

Bow To Make a Slave State 

In the first case all that is needed to 
produce the complete Servile State is a 
series of laws whereby every familY--<lr 
every Individual, If the family be elimln
ated-shall receive at least so much wealth 
as will maintain a certain standard of 
comfort and leisure ; this minimum being 
provided for the dispossessed out of the 
stores controlled by the possessors.. It will 
bE' distributed either in the form of wages, 
that is, the granting to the dispossessed by 
the possessors of some portion of the 
wealth which the dispossessed are produc
Ing by leave of the possessors; or, in the 
case of those who cannot be so employed, 
of relief during their enforced Idleness. 

This Is the simple ideal of SOCiety to 
which we, In modern England and Ameri
ca, are advancing with great rapidity ; in
deed we have almosL reached it. 

The possessors alone remain enjoying 
Economic Freedom, the dispossessed-the 
very great majority-are deprived of it; 
but there Is already at least security of 
some revenue for nearly all, and there can. 
with proper organization, be sufilclency for 
all as well. The only good lost to the mas
ses, if it be good, Is freedom. For in such 
n state of society (the Servile State) the 
determining note is lack of freedom ; the 
determining mass of society have no ex
perience of economic liberty. The master 
class directs and Is free, but society thinks 

and acts in terms of wage-earners. The 
masses are kept alive, they are taught from 
childhood, treated In illness; soon no one 
of them may be suffering either hunger 
01' cold or lack of any plain material con
sonant to the type of civilization In which 
they live. But their activities are at the 
mercy of their masters. 

Under the Communist scheme the matter 
is simpler still. It being made an olIense 
for any man to own, all right to the use 
of &ecumulation by a family or an Indi
vidual being destroyed. and all right of in
heritance being also destroyed, the whole 
produce of the community is available for 
distribution to all. And Economic Freedom 
has disappeared fOr all through the &etlon 
of a very rew simple but absolute coercive 
laws. 

The formulae of the two schemes have 
been put In the past very well by Mr. 
Orage, in words which appeared some 20 
years ago In "The New Age." I have not 
the exact phrases by me, but their sense 
Is as follows: 

Imagine a condition of alIalrs In which 
one machine is capable of producing aU 
that society requires. Let 'that machine 
(and the natural f.orees) be under the 
control of one man. He Is then the 
Capitalist of an ideally perfect Indus
trial capitalist system. He will employ 
directly in industry as many men as 
may be required to work the machine. 
They will receive sustenance In the form 
of wages. He will also employ sundry 
other men, not dlrectly In producing 
wealth with the machine, but minister
ing to his enjoyment ; they may paint 
him, print books for him, act plays for 
him, supply his domestic wants. and so 
forth . The rest will be unemployed. But 
as SOCiety would never be stable If the 
rest were to be condemned by starva
tion, laws will appear wloich demand by 
taxation, or customs will appear which 
demand by voluntary organization, SO 
much of the produce of the machine M 
is necessary to support the unemployed. 
But these will not have the determlnlng 
of what they are to receive, for they are 
not possessors. Their subsistence is doled 
out to them without their having dis
cretion in the matter. And that Is the 
Servile State. Or Imagine the machine, 
and the material forces to which It Is to 
be applied, controlled, not by one pos
sessor, the Capitalist, but by the omcers 
of the community, who shall at their 
discretion employ or dole out to each 

(con t inued on page 7) 
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CURRENT H IST OR Y 
(In this column a rapid survey of the with stock-watering evils. More definit.e 

month's significant news will be given in plans of all the proposed reform schemes 
tabloid form.) will be given later. Bennett alluded to the 

On Jan. 10, M. W. Wilson, President of 
the Royal Bank, in his presidential address 
to shareholders, sees need of cnanges in 
the capitalist system. The present system 
is the result of a process of evolution, said 
the president; modifications a.re necessary 
to meet changing conditions, and further 
changes are now needed to cope ;vith ra
pidly changing c.onditions, especially with 
major depressions; previous depressions 
were the result of scarcity, but the present 
depression is due to plenty. There is a hint 
in the address at lower tariffs to facili-, 
tate free exchange of goods and services; 
Canada should profit by American solu
tions of like problems, if such solutions ar~ 
successful in the country of origin. The 

THE NATION: BENNETT- BLASTS AWAY 
AT THE DEPRESSION 

PREMJ:ER BENNE'IT began a series of 
radio talks on the 2nd of January, on 

the state of the nation, and his govern
ment's plans fro: its future. On Janua.>, 
4th, in the seconl talk of the series, he 
promised the Canadian people several pie
ces ' of social legislation, including une..,,~ 
ployment insurance, remodelled old age 
pension schemes, amended Income tax laws, 
health, sickness and accident insurance. 
Mr. Bennett reiterated his belief that the 
present system has broken down, and that 
U now required · many alterations and ,'e-, 
pairs to make it again serviceable not only 
to those whom it served before but also to 
the whole nation collectively and distribu
tively. The system was especially con
demned for its ability to produce unem
ployment on the grand scale, and. for Its 
inability to systematically look after these 
unemployed. Belief waB expressed in mini-. 
mum wage and maximum hours legisla
tion, not only for the amnual worker but 
also for the white-collar worker. The pre·' 
sent inequality in income as between the 
producer and the non-producer was de
plored, and amelioration promised by way 
of more equitable taxation. On January 
7th Mr. Bennett delivered his third mes
sage to the nation, the subject of wtJch 
caused a surprise in Ottawa, according to 
press dispatclies. In that speech Bennett 
promised to create a department of com
munication to ensure a greater degree of 
efficiency in the nation's wire and wireless 
communications. The new department is 
to have charge eventually of Ilying, radiO, 
telegraph and telephone communications, 
as well as railways and canals. 

WOODSWORTH'S REACTION, TO 
BENNETT'S REFORM BROADCASTS 

At Peterboro, Ontario, J. C. Woodsworth, 
leader of the C. C. F. Party in Canada, en
dorsed, with some qualifications, Bennett's 
r eform plans. He criticized the indefinite" 
ness of the statements, and claimed that 
such a program has been advocated by his 
party for the past seven years. Mr. Ben .. 
nett, in his fourth talk in the radio series, 
antiCipated the charge of radicalism against 
his program, and praised that type of radi
calism which makes for a continuity of 
reform. The Prime Minister added another 
plank to his pre-election platform ill the 
shape of amendments to the Companies 
Act, particularly to abolish the right to 
issue shares of no-par value, and to cope 

Central Bank, lower interest rates, more 
abundant credits, short term credits, and 
public savings through refunding opera
tions. He concluded his address with words 
directed to the boys and . girls of the post
war era: "Let us give this generation reach
ing manhood and womanhood the same 
hopes we ourselves had when we were 
young, and the same opportunities to re
alize them," 

president cautioned against economic and 
social experimentation and advised a "has
ten. slowly" pace.' As to the future, he saw 
a fairly bright outlook for Canada, with 
some clouds still to be dissipated. 

Bennett concluded his radio talks from 
qttawa in a challenging mood. A later ad
dress will be delivered from Montreal where 
the Premier is scheduled to appear before 
the Young Conseravtive Associat ion. Mr. 
Bennett issued a challenge to the Liberals, 
charging that the Liberal Party was either 
barren of refonll ideas. or is willing to let 
caiptalism rule it. He appealed to the 
people to supoprt the party that had "can· 
ceived and initiated the most comprehen-
8ive shceme of reform this country has THE QUEBEC LEGISLATURE: 
ever known." 

Unemployment, colonization and a de-
CANAD1AN BRIEFS pleted fisc according to Premier Taschereau 

The Commission on Mass BuyiI)g and of Quebec, in his opening speech to the 
Price-spreads is still grinding out miles of Quebec solons this session, are the thre'l 
evidence, and giving much e m p loy - major problems of the province. Tascher
ment to auditors, accountants and athol' eau's speech dealt also with points raised, 
snoopers. The millers and bakers are now .by oppOSition leader Duplessis in criticism 
on the spot, and there yet remain to be of Taschereau's government. The Quebec 
investigated the candlestick-makers - the Premier stated that the sum of $26,000,000 
power utilities-who, if their carryings on was paid out in relief despite the fact that 
are as savory as those of their brethern in his government is yet in the dark if not as 
ihe United states, should be investigated to the intent of the Dominion government, 
statim. at least as to the etxent of the aid that 

wouid be offered. Prime Minister Bennett, 
Chief Justice Joseph Chisholm of the stated Premier Taschereau, has changed 

Supreme Court of Nova SCotia was created his tune since 1930, and despite the pro
a Knight-Bachelor of the British Empire mised reforms, Taschereau is dubious as to 
in the King's New Year honors list. The their ultimate realization. The Quebec Gov
dignity carries with it the title of Sir. ernment intends to wipe out a deficit of 

$10,000,000 by imposing new forms of tax-
Sir John Aird, head of the Canadian ation, namely, a sales tax, a tax of 10% 

Bank of Commerce, calls for an all-round on latge Incomes, a tax on certain com
tariff redUction and attacks currency inlla- mercial operations, and an increase from 
tion, In his annual address to the share- 6 to 7 cents a gallon on gasoline. Opposi
holders of his bank. Sir John 11lso advo- tion leader, Duplessis, charged Taschereau 
cates some measure of exchange stabiJiza- with being a company director, adding that 
tion; thinks that legislation for the nqw his government has run up the cost of 
Central Bank of Canada will protect that the public service by 155 % between 1922 
institution from undue governmental inter- and 1931. He further accused Taschereau 
ference; urges that all waste In unemploy- of allowing the walering of stocks and 
ment relief be eliminated and recommends over-capitalization through the Companies 
an investigation (what! another one!) to Act. Instead of new taxation Duplessis ad
determine the most effective method of re- vacated t.axing of banks as other com-
habilitation; advocates reduction In ordin
ary governmental expenditures, a turn-over 
sales tax ; and concludes by suggesting that 
economies could be effetced by union of 
some provinces. 

panles are taxed, adding as a last thrust 
th at this would be difficult of accomplish
ment owing to Taschereau's firiendly rela
tions wlih banks and bankers. 

(continued on page 6) 

/ 
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Social Reforms and the British 
North America Act 

ELSEWHERE in this issue will be 
found a not too inadequate sum

mary of Bennett's social reforms 
and King's and Woodsworth's re
sponses thereto. Both the majority 
and minority "opposition" leadet's 
show a commendable co-operative 
attitude, but as would be expected, 
some demurrings and qualifyings. 
This is democracy in action. Mr. 
Woodsworth says that his party ad
vocated similar reform fY easures 
some six or seven years ap . ; none 
the less he condemns the capitalistic 
system in toto. as not only ineffi
cient but iniquitous. It is true that 
some of the measures promised by 
Mr. Bennett were advanced by the 
leader of the C. C. F. party in and 
out of season (or shall we say ses
sion?) , but his promises, although 
passionately sincere, lacked the J'o
vian quality of the Bennettian thun
derbolts. Woodsworth lacked the 
power to make reform measures vi
able, and he must perforce rely on 
Bennett's midwifery to bring these 
things illto being. 

Mr. King's criticism, according to 
press dispatches, is that Bennett's 
reforms are belated, that his over
tures are in the nature of a death-bed 
repentance; and Bennett's rejoinder 
is that during the depth of the de
pression years .he was too much COll

cerned with relief as such to pay 
any serious attention to any radical 
reform-a reasonable enough ans
wer as far as a human being can in
terpret the motives of the human 
heart. At any rate depressions mo
ther reforms; the reform-curve rises 
in inverse ratio to the ' business 
curve (pig-iron carloadings, power 
consumption, clearing-house figures, 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

and an accelerated demand for small 
coins, and other indices dear to the 
heart of statisticians and graph
makers) and that in itself is an in
dication that reform measures are 
almost actually forced upon a peo
ple, unless such people and their 
leaders are So farsighted as to take 
time by the forelock and actually 
leap hurdles before they come to 
them. 

Are the Reforms Intra Vires? 
We started out to say something 

about reforms and the British North 
America Act, and we beg our read
ers' indulgence for the leisurely 
treatment of such a spirited sub
ject. It is doubted by some whether 
certain of the measures advocated 
by Bennett could be put through 
without infringing upon provincial 
rights, in other words, whether they 
are intra vires of the Dominion 
Parliament. We are not for the pre
sent so much concerned with the ac
tual measures and their passage 
from potentiality into actuality, and 
unto the statute books and beyond, 
but we are concerned with a more 
difficult and perennial problem, per
ennial because it was never solved 
properly and for good. The nature 
of the problem is the amendability 
of the B. N. A. Act and especially 
the 'how" of its amendability. It is 
true that the Imperial Parliament 
alone, at the behest of the Domin
ion Government, can amend the Ca
nadian Constitution. It is therefore 
at once apparent that despite the 
Stat. of Westminister Canada is still 
deficient in sovereignity. This would 
be a slight matter if the Dominion 
Government had the exclusive con
stitutional right to ask for amend
ment without consulting the provin
ces. And this is the nub of the 
difficulty. We therefore think, with 
some diffidence, that unless Domin
ion-Provincial relations are more 
clearly defined as to amending, so
cial reforms would always be threa
tened with constitutional impedi
ments. Why not amend the B. N. 
A. Act to empower the Dominion 
Parliament to further and forever 
amend it, after consulting with and 
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obtaining, say, (perilous guess) a 
two-thirds majority of the Provin
ces. Unless this is done, Canada is 
not a sovereign nation and Domin
ion-Provincial relations will always 
be muddied with constitutional silt. 

The citations below are not by any 
means a legal brief on this question, 
but they do indicate briefly the con
stitutional status of the Dominion in 
relation to Britain, and that of the 
provinces in relation to the Domin
ion. (Halsbury's, Hailsham ed. Vol. 
XI). 

"The Constitution of the Dominion of 
Canada was regarded, when framed, as a 
compact between the colonies constituting 
the federation . a fact recently asserted by 
the Privy Council. It was. accordingly not 
held proper to accord any power of change 
of fundamentals . ... Any changes necessary 
therefore need Imperial legislation, which 
is passed on addresses of the two houses, 
of the Canadian Parliament. But a con- ' 
stitutlonal convention recognized effective
ly by the Stat. of Westminister. 1931. de
mands that no change of importance a·f
fecting the provinces shall be made with
out the assent of the provincial govern
ments, a·nd so far efforts to secure agree
ment as to the alteration of the Consti
tution by local action have been without 
result. (pp.70-71. art. 122) . 

"A certain amount of unitary character 
was achieved in the federal constitution as 
the result of the preference of several of 
its authors for a unification of the Cana. 
dian colonies ... . and in the distribution of 
powers between the federation and the 
provinces to the end aimed at was to 
ascribe all residual power to the federa
tion. Hence a distinction has been drawn 
by Lord Haldane between the Canadian 
federation and a true federation , depend
ing on the fact that in the case of Cana
da the powers of the existing provinces 
were not continued subject to the crea
tion of a federal structure (as in the Uni
ted States !Uld Australia) , but were sur
rendered to be redistributed in part to 
the federation and in part to the provin
ces. as freshly granted authorities. (poo, 
art. 154). 

"The Constitution, though in some re
spects Influenced by the Unlited States 
Constitution. is not to be interpreted oth
erwise ·than as an Act of the British Par
liament. (p. 95, art. 165). 

"The Stat. of Westminister. 1931, deals 
with the cWef legal restrictions on Do
minion sovereignity. While It could not 
and does not attempt to deny the plenary 
power of the British Parliament, It lays 
down a constitutional principle that no 

(continued on page 5) 
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Social Reforms and the B.N .A. 
(continued from page 4) 

Act of Parliament passed after December 
11 , 1931, shall extend, or be deemed to ex
tend, to a Dominion as part of the law of 
that Dominion, unless it is expressly de
clared in the Act that the Dominion has 
requested, and consented to, the enactment 
thereof.. ... Secondly it relieves future Do
minion legislation from the rule of the 
Colonial Law Validity' Act, 1865, that any 
Act is invalid so far as it is repugnant to 
any Act of the United Kingdom or order, 
rule or regulation made thereunder. . . . ' 
Thirdly, it gives power to a Dominion Par
liament to repeal any United Kingdom 
Act. ... in so f'lr as the same is part of 
the law of the Dominion. Fourthly it is 
declared and enacted that th e Parliament 
of a Dominion has full power to make 
laws having extra-territorial operation. 
(p. 24, art. 38). 

-----{)----
IF it were .n ecessary to summarize the 

Christian point of view on social jus
tice in a very short sen tence, this might 
do: "Pray more and prey less," 
A N English newspaper says that Ameri, 

. can films have been tried and found 
wanton. rr H E $31,000,000.000 American national 

debt is equal to a per capita obligation 
of $254 against every man. woman and 
child in the country. In Great Britain it 
is $858 per capita. 
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Wanted a Job Like Some of the 
Jobs Below 

Page Five 

A verage Yearly Earnings and Average 
Number of Weeks of Employment 

All Ages Yrly. Earnings Av. Week. .. 
WE quote from the report of the Province 

Royal Commission on the Pro- Canada " . 

vincial Economic Inquiry, better Nova Scotia 

known as the Jones Commission af- New Brunswick. 

Male Female IIlal,; Fem. 

tel' the genial little Welshman who P. E. I. . .... . . . 

$927 

763 

754 

677 

926 

$560 41.12 46.59 

430 41>.35 47.00 

436 40.96 47.lIi 

361 41;.84 49.18 

480 41 .87 46.75 

638 41.69 46.66 

559 40.25 45.70 

525 41.55 46.26 
597 40.57 46.30 
625 37.69 45.59 

headed it (p. 206) : Quebec . . .• . • • 

WAGE-EARNERS BY SEX IN 
NOVA SCOTIA 

Earning Group Males Females 
Grand Total .... .... 
Not Stated .. ... . .... 
Under $1,000 .... ... .. 
$1 ,000-1 ,499 .. 
1,50()'1 ,999 
2,000-2,999 
3,000-3,999 
4,000-4,999 .. 
5,000-5,999 .. .. .... .. 
6,000-6,999 .. .. ... .. . 
7.000-7,999 
8,000-9,999 
10,000-14,999 
15,000-19.999 
20,000-24,999 . . . .. ., •• 
25.000-29,999 .... • .• '" • 
30,000-39,999 '... .• •. 

95,244 22,537 
4,015 1,075 

66,030 19,559 
14,458 1.574 
5,915 269 
3,384 50 

928 6 
258 3 
119 1 
54. 
28 
11 
25 

oj, 

Ontario ... . 

Manitoba ... . 

Saskatchewan 
Alberta . . . .. 
British Colunmbia 

1,006 

927 

761 
888 
896 

Comparison betw~n Average Yearly Eam~ 
. Incs of Age Groups for Canac1a and 

Province of Nova Scotia 

Age Groups 
17 years and 
18-19 
20-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
65-69 

Canada Nova Scotia 
Male Female Male Female 

under $270 $251 $259 $188 
405 376 378 284 
613 534 536 410 
899 698 760 55~ 

1,170 759 963 6O~ 
1,203 698 981 551 
1,072 570 863 391 

899 422 763 336 
70 years and over 791 340 594 247 

40,000-49,999 . • .• •.. . - Many of the items above fairly 
50,000 and over ....... -I cry for a little pencilling and figur-

A glance and . a little arithmetic ing: (a) nowhere, either in the 
applied to the above table will re- Canada column nor the Nova Scotla. 

A .Bid For Your Support veal several facts: (a) the table column, does a worker appear to be 
To enable us to carryon without toei does not cover wage-earners in the getting a living wage; an approxi

many financial worries, we require a mini- strict sense of the term; if so we mation is had in the age-group 45· 
mum number of subscribers. other pub- want to know the name of the fe- 54 in the Canada column; (b) total
lishers depend on commercial advertising male wage-earner who drew down a ling and averaging the four age
as a financial backlog. We cannot hope to wage of $5,999, or at least we want groups, 25-'34, 35-44, 45-54, and 55·· 
attract any kind of advertising for a while, 64' th C 
and in any case any advertising offered her job; (b) adding the male and III e anada and Nova Scotia 
us will be rigidly censored as to kind and female workers in the under $1,000 male columns, we get an average 
language. bracket gives a grand total of 85,- yearly salary of $1,086 and 897 re-

The blank below is for your convenience 588 persons; this is 73 % of the to- spectively. Let it be stressed that 
and your friends'. We have some copies tal wage-earners of Nova Scotia. males in these groups are fathers of 
of the first issue left, and sooner or later f '1' . th . . d That portion of the population earns ami les, III e maximum perlO of 
these will be selling at a premium. For 
yearly . subscribers (or longer) we wili send less than a living wage. Even de- vigor and productivity for most 
a copy of the first issue as a special offer. ducting the female workers there- part, yet both in Canada as a whole 
.-_____________ -, from and taking the male workers and in Nova Scotia they fail to re-

alone in the same bracket, leaves a ceive a wage that permits them to 
percentage of 56 % of the workers live decently and frugally according Anthony Traboulsee, 

Publisher of "SOCIAL JUSTICE." 
I am ' enclosing post office money order 

(or postal note) for fifty cents for which 
kindly enter my subscription to SOCIAL 
JUSTICE for 13 months. beginning with 
your first (January) Issue. 

Name . . . ........••• . , . .• . . , . ...... . •. . . .. 

Address . . .... : .... . ... . • . , , . •• ••.••• .• • , .. 

of the province who earn less than to Canadian standards. 
$1,000. The bracket "under $1,000" 
moreover is an omnibus one cover
ing a multitude of sins. 

I Equally disturbing is the excerpt 
dealing with the same social condi
tion, taken from Professor Roger's 
brief to the same Commission 
(p. 88): 

SOLICITORS WANTED 

We want a few young men and women 
to solicit subscriptions to SOCIAL JUS
TICE. The work does not require much 
salesmanship and the commission is gen
erous. See or writ., the editor, Anthon" 
Traboulsee, Glace Bay, N. S. 
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CURRENT HISTORY 
(continued from page 3) 

The Dominion Government has fyled its STEVENS SUGGESTS: 
brief in the adjudication of claims of the 
three maritime provinces whose briefs are 
already on fyle. The three maritime pre
miers will also be heard orally before the 
commission. 

Julian Huxley, famous British biologist, 
in his opening Canadian address at Hali
fax, stresses the lopsided nature of mo, 
dern civil ization; this lopsidedness consists 
In perfect control of physical nature and 
very little control of hwnan nature as 
expressed in the social and economic 
spheres. 

Rev. George Lemaitre, world-famous ma
thematician, of Louvain University, arrived 
at Halifax, on the 11th of January on his 
way to Montreal to deliver a series of lec-
tures at the University of Montreal. 

RENNETT CONCLUDES 

• 
Also at Montreal, and also on the burn-

ing question of refonn, the stormy petrel 
of Canadian politics, the Hon. H. H. Stevens, 
made four suggestions to reform the pre
sent economic system: A drastic amend
ment of company laws and practices; a 
Dominion commission of industry and com
merce to administer all laws pertaining 
thereto; recognition of the right to a living 
wage; and a construction program apart 
from public works with special reference to 
housing, were the reform suggestions made 
by Mr. Stevens. 

LADIES' DAY. 

January 16th was ladies' day before the 
Mass-buying Comnlissiol1, when factory 
workers from the T. Eaton plant at Toront<> 
and other plants were heard regarding wages 
and other working conditions in the gar
ment industry. The day previous the Com
mission heard garment workers of Victoria-

at that time. I n 1929 and 1930 the crash 
came, and plants outside Montreal, paying 

half the rates, began taking all orders, non-
union shops began cutting wages, and union 
shops followed sU!-t to survive. Unscrupu

lous manufacturers paid rates so low that 
men and women had to work 70 to 80 ,hours 
a week to keep from starving. The depres
sion meant a boom to unscrupuous manu
facturers who battened on wage cuts. The 
Quebec Minimum Wage Act pennitted lower 
wages and longer hours in the country, the 
former being 50 to 60 per cent lower than in 
the ci ties. Coming down to cases, Gordon 
cited a contract between the Peerless Clo
thing Company of Montreal and Learner, 
the latter agreeing to make a coat for $1.15 
(Union rates $2.90) , vests and pants for 25 
cents each. Leamer left LongeuiJ to spread 
his benign influence in Sorel, where he was 
given concessions by the Town of Sorel and 
by the Minimum Wage Authority of Quebec. 

In his concluding speech on social re- ville, Quebec, where two plants operated by The next witness was Berthe Nolet, who 
forms, in Montreal, almost on the eve of Fashion Craft and Rubens Brothers were testified that she had been an operative in 
the opening of Parliament, Mr. Bennett referred to as paying wages of from $6 to clothing factories for nine years, five w\t.h 
announced that steps will be taken to in- $10 a week for a 55 to 70 hour week. The Rubens and four with Fashion Crafts. She 
traduce his reform measures to the House. Commission, who should now be immune to started with Rubens at $5 a week for a 
'The prime minister appealed to all classes, all shocks, heard from A. Duquette, business week of 55 hours; later she aws raised to 
creeds and races to co-operate with him to agent for the Amalgamated Workers' Un- 56 with ten cents an hour for overtime. In 
refonn the economic and social system. He ion, that Eugene Richard, president of Fash- In9 or 1930 she left Rubens and went with 
paid his respects to King and Taschereau;' ion Crafts, was also vice-chairman of the Fashion Crafts where she was employed 
.tated that the old order is passing away. Quebec Minimum Wage Board. Walter Gor- until August, 1934. There she worked the 
with Its five evils of lack of control of the don, auditor, who investigated the T. Eaton regular 55-hour week and much overtime, 
profit motive, breakdown ' of international plant at Toronto, testified that after Feb. I, going without supper. When the shop work
trade, collapse of the gold standard, dis, 1934. workers were bonused so as to bring ed overtime the foreman punched the clock 
appearance of the open market place and their wages to at least $IZ.50 a week for ex- for the operators at the regular closing 
Inflexibility. What shall we have in the perienced workers. Beginning March 1,1934, time; Miss Nolet could not assign any rea
place of the old system-Communism, or earnings were bonused (a capitalistic euphe- son for this kindness. Norman Sommer
the surrounding of the system with proper ism for "penalized") to bring total weekly ville explained that this was done to avoid 
safeguards to make it truly servant - and wages to at least $14.20. Wages paid all the Quebec Minimum Wage Law. Her job 
not master. The new system involves a employees were ' above the minimum of $12.50 was to sew buttons on trousers and vests 
social concept, a view of man's relations prescribed by the Wage Act. From Novem- for which she was paid 35 cents a hundred 
to his fellows that is entirely different to bel', 1933, to September, 1934, wages were buttons and worked 65 to 70 hours a week, 
that which existed 100 years ag~a new substantially increased. 'Examined by Som- making $12 to $14. On the straight 55-
conception of human relations . .. . a realiza- merville, Commission counsel, Gordon agre- hour week she made $9 to $10. Wages in 
tion that distribution and production. ... ed that a girl working a small portion of a the Fashion Crafts plant were as low as $6 
are but a means and not an end, and that week and getting one dollar for that period per week. Sometimes she received $7 for 
the end is the happiness and the welfare and 25 cents as a bonus could be classed as the regular week, she stated, in answer to 
of the people. Mannion, Rhodes, Duran- one of the workers who received the mini- a question put by Mr. Sommerville. 
leau, Sauve and Dupre, stalwart lieutenants mum legal rate, and would thus qualify for 0----.-
of generalissimo Bennett, spoke at the same inclusion with the 80 per cent of the total The average sentence served in the Uni-
meeting. workers required by the Act to receive the ted States by criminals given a life sen- • 

WOODSWORTH, 1\1. P~ REPLIES : 
At Montreal also, the leader of the C. 

C. F. Party and M. P. for Winnipeg North 
Centre, complimented Bennett on his cros
sing the Rubicon, but criticized him for not 
burning all his capitalistic bridges IKihind 
him. Woadsworth thinks that there is no
thing worth saving in the present economic 
set-up in Canada. 

minimum legal rate. tence but released on parole is about nine 

Joseph Kahne, labor manager of the As
sociated Clothing Manufacturers, told a sad 
story of law evasion and official encourage
ment to evade. Up to 1929, he related, the 
men's clothing industry in Quebec was pros
perous. Union rates ranged from $22 to $45 
a week, with an average of $32; 75 per cent 
of the plants in Montreal were unionized 

years. A Michigan murderer reecntly com
pleted a life sentence in four years. 

... ... ... ... 
'Silence isn't always golden- sometimes 

it's just plain yellow. .. ... ... ... 
Often the one who is absent from the 

bridge party gets the most slams. 
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Some McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 

House Publications 
TECHNICAL 

ViI\ebrandt-"Chemical Engineering 
Plant Design" •.... .. . . ....... $4.00 

Knowlton-
"Electric Power I\letering" . ... 4.00 

Marks-"Mechanical Engineers' 
Handbook" (3rd edition, 2264 pages, 
thumb-indexed, over 1,300 illustra
tions, flexible, planned to answer 
your most troublesome questions. 

..... .... ...... .. ...... . ..... 7.00 
"Gas Engineers' Handbook" 

1.000 pages, 344 illustrations and 
graphs. 466 tables. . . . ... . . .... 7.50 

Croft-"Power Plant Practice from 
A to Z." 

Six volumes, 2477 pages, . 2404 Ilus-
tratlons .... . . .. ... . . ... .... 16.00 
($2.00 in ten days, $2.00 a month) . 

Whitman- . 
"First Aid for the Ailing House" 2.00 
Locher-
"Helps to Successful Contracting" 2.00 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 

Pitkin-
"The Art of Learning" ..... .. .. 2.50 
Tead-
Human Nature and Management 3.5<1 
Seabury-
''What I\lakes Us Seem So Queer" 2.75 

SOCIOLOGICAL 

Patterson-
"Social Aspects of Industry" . . . 1.50 
Harebridge-uTime to Live" 

Adventures in the use of leisure. 
..... . . . .... . . .. .. ...... .... 1.50 
Pitkin-uTbe Consumer, His Nature 

and His Habits" ........ .. ... 4.00 

ECONOMICS 

Piquet-
"Outline of the New De&! 

Legislation" ...... . .. ... .... 1.00 
Burn-"Codes, Cartels and National 

Planning" .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . ... 4.00 
Yoder and Davies-
"Depression and Recovery" . . .. 2..00 
Davis--HMoney Sense" ... . . . .. . 2.00 
Woodward and Rose-
"A Primer of Money" . . ...... . . 1.50 
Woodward and Rose-
"Inflation" ...... . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.50 
Yoder-"Labor Economics and 

Labor Problems" .... . ... • . . . 3.50 

Inquiries as to your book needs 
and reading problems invited. 

McGraw-Hill publlcations cover all 
conceivable subjects. Space limita
tion permits us to mention only the 
above books. 

Prices are subject to change, and 
above prices do not Include customs 
duties (If any) and sales tax. 

Place your order with 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Quadrennial Report of Federal 
Department of Labor 

NOTE-The report is too long 10 quote 
in full in our columns; the excerpt be~ 

low is pertinent to tht" coal Jnining in ... 
dustry and the Province. 

"IN still another way the government has 
come to the assistance of industry and 

labor ; and again it was done through a 
department of which the Honorable Mr. 
Gordon is the directing head. the Depart
ment of Mines. Perhaps no Canadian char
ged with high responsibility is more fa
miliar with mining In all phases, both from 
the viewpoint of the miner and the exe
cutive, than is the present Minister of 
Mines. 

"When the pllght of the coai mining in
dust ry was apparent, and mines were clos·· 
ing down or were opera ting on a greatiy 
reduced tonnage, the government ... . insti
tuted a SUbvention policy whereby the sale 
of Canadian coal was pmmoted. 

"The benefits accruing to the coal in·· 
dustry due to the subvention policy of the 
government are strikingly revealed in the 
following statistics compiled by the Doml
mon Fuel Board : 

Movement of Coal Under tbe Assisted 
Rates (Calendar Years) 

1930 .. . . ... ...... 479,228 
1931 .. .. .. . . .... 721 ,123 
1932 .. .... .... .. 1,124.788 
1933 .. .. .. .. .. . . 1,932.711 
1934' .. .... . ....... . .. . 1,859.513 

Page Seven 

The Restoration of Property 
(continued from page 2) 

from the production or the machine. 
Then you have the Communist State. 

Tbe State of Our Ancestors 
But the Proprietary state, the state of 

SOCiety such as our ancestors enjoyed, in 
which property is well distributed, does not 
admit of this Simplicity, nor, being human, 
of this mechanical perfection. Property be
ing a personal and human Institution nor
mal to man , will always be and must be 
diversified. There is no advantage, moral 
or social, in land and capital being exactly 
distributed, and there Is no possibility of 
their being universally distributed. It would 
suffice for the health of the State through 
the restoration of property if, at the end 
of the reforming process, so ma·ny familie.~ 

were found possessed of property (in '" 
sufficient amount) as to give their tone to 
the State; just as today the wage-earner 
and salary-earner, the proletarians of every 
gra<le, give THEIR proletarian tone to the 
State. The proletarians today vary in the 
degree of their dispossession. Some have 
only the clothes they stand in, others a 
little furnit ure as well, others some fur
ther small Insufficient accumulation-a few, 
shares, or a mortgaged house, or what not, 
but the not.e which they strike, the char
acter which they impress upon societi, Is 
that of a wage-earning State rapidly turn
ing luto a Servile State. 

But whereas the Servile State to which 
we are now tending can be complete, the 
Proprietary (or Distributist) State neither 

• January to September 30 . 
"It is estimated that fully 2,000,000 tons can nor should ,be complete; for it cannot 

wilt move for the calendar year 1934. of its nature be mechanical. There will be 
Work for Miners many comparatively poor and some com-

"This assistance provided work for the paratively rich. There will presumably be 
following number of men in the coal in- a proportion of dispossessed. But Property 
dustry for the years indicated: and its apcompaniment, Economic Free-

1930 . ... . .. . ...... .. ...... 900 dom, will be the mark of society as ... 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1934" . . .. .. .... ... . . . ..... . 

1,576 
2,828 
4,536 
6.000 

• Jan. to Sept. 30 approximately. 
''The number of man-days' work repre

sented by the tonnage moved under sub
vention is : 

1930 ....... . . . .. ....... . 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934' ..... .. ... ... .. .. . . 

203.788 
292,166 
407,242 
785,704 
780,000 

whole. 
--~o)---

Utopianism 
"RELIGION is not the opium of the peo-

ple, as Marx taught, but rather utopi
anism is. This is the pOison which, it 
seems to me, is circulating In the very bloOQ 
of mankind today, and which makes its 
crisis of thought a real delirium, a sort of 
madness, the only possible cure for which 
is sane reason and constructive thought 
which flows from truth-illuminated human 
reason."-Michael Williams in his presiden-

• 9 months. tial address before the American Cathollo 
"During the past four years the produc- Historical asSOCiation, as reported In "The 

tion of coal In Canada declined 32%, al- Commonweal," Jan. 18, 1935. 
though imports of coal Into Canada de-
clined 38.3%. Compare this with a decline yet available but decreases for the years 
in the United States coalfields of 38% over 1930 to 1933 are: 1931. $4.08; 1932, $3.73;· 
tbe same period. 1933, $3.59. The reduction of 49 cents perl 

It is noteworthy that the cost of mining ton will go a long way to secure wider 
coal is being reduced. 1934 figures are not markets for Canadian coal. 
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THE ETHICS OF BIG BUSINESS 
certain things are put on sale at ruinous 
prices ; and these lead the public into 
thinking that because they can sometimes 
get a thing cheap that they know is cheap, 
that all things are cheap in that institll~ 

tion. It Is not so. 

(continued from page 1) 

Now what is the effect upon the wage
earner? Perhaps the most startling illus
tration of the effect upon the wage-earner 
is to be found in the great department 
stores such as the T. Eaton Company. 

Here is a great corporation in the retail 
distributing trade. Its desire and object is 
to dominate the retail trade of C~nada if 
possible. Originally it was satisfied with a 
large share of the Toronto trade. Then it 
turned its attention to the other larger 
cities such as Montreal, Winnipeg, Calgary, 
etc. Gradually it extended Its operations 
into scores of smaller cities and towns. 
Now through these agencies and the mail 
order system the object of its labors would 

. seem to be to dominate the retail trade of 
Canada. In fact it practically does that 
at the present time. 

The Needles Industry 
In one branch of the manufacturing 

trade, the ' needles industry, 01' clothing, 
there are engaged between fifty and . seven, 
ty thousand people, and I think it is safe 
to say that half of these are paid wages 
that are a disgrace to this country-due aI, 
most entirely to the pressure from tile 
buyers in these great corporations. 

In the boot and shoe industry in large 
measure a similar condition exists. The 
furniture industry must also be included, 
In fact the ramifications of the pernicious 
in1luence of the ruthless buyer of the grtat 
corporation affects practically e\'ery manu
facturing industry engaged in the produc
tion of conswners' goods, as well as other 
lines. The result has been that wages (be, 
ing the most elastic element in the cost 

It is a definite question in m~ mind if 
in the big department stores, such a$ Ea
ton's or Simpson's, the prices by and large 
are as low as the prices of the ordinary 
merchant. I admit frankly that some oj 
these prices are low- the "loss leader" type 
as we call them-but the public has been 
misled and ensnared by these into a state 
of mind where he or she thinks that any
thing and everything in tllese great insti
tutions must be lower priced and better 
value than obta ined elsewhere. 

Even t.he Dead Are Consumers 

Here you have an excellent illustration structure of the manufacturer's goods) have 
of another reversal of the ordinary eco- had to bear the brunt in this ruinous oper-
nomic law. ation. 

But there is another argument that the 
consumer .is prone to forget. Remember 
we are all consumers. If you in your ca ... 
pacity as a consumer should buy an aI', 
tiele, the p\'Oduct of a swea tshop where the 
wages of the producer of that article ha ve 
been cut to a point below the line of de
cent subsistence. then that worker In such 
~weatshop cannot be a nonnal purchaser 
of goods in the market. Multiply this by 
tens of thousands-indeed, I would say 
hundreds of thousands-and you have in 
substantial measure the \'Oot cause of much 
of the depression in this country. 

In times gone by the manufacturer made 
his goods for sale to the distributing trade 
and while there was competition between 
manufacturer and manufacturer, yet the 
basis ot price fixing was the cost to tile 
manufacturer for the production of the 
goods plus a reasonable profit, Thnt, how
ever is now all changed, 

Big business, in the form of the depart
ment store, has gradually enlarged its dis
tributing capacity until its orders alone in 
scores 'Of instances absolutely dominate the 
fate of many manufacturing industries. In 
other words, so large is that portion of the 
business of a manufflcturer that arises out 
of say, Eaton's orders, that it constitutes a 
substantial portion of, and in some in
stances all of, his output. Therefore such 
manufacturer is not in a position to 'quote: 
prices to Eaton's but is in the position 
where he must take what is given to him. 
Thus he is no longer in the position to 
bargain for his goods, but is simply offered 
an order at a predeterntined price by the 
purchaser. The immediate effect of this 
has been, and is, that manufatcurers have 
been forced , time after time, to cut their 
price at the dictation of the big purchaser. 

Now what are the elements in the manu" 
facturer's cost structure that are most 
elastic? It certainly is not taxes, nor in
terest, nor power costs, nor freight. These 
are all pretty much fixed. 

There are two important elastic elements. 
One is cost of labor ; the other is cost of 
material. And hence you have the cala 
mitous and tragic slashing of wages which 
has been prevalent in Canada in recen~ 

years, the exposure of which has shocked 
this country from end to end-in other 
words, the sweatshops. 

While the buyer for the big corporation 
would. of course, bitterly resent the accu
sation that he was inhuman in his attitude 
to his fellow mnn, yet the sum total of the 
suffering, the impairment of health and 
the Ind uced immorality of tens of thou
sands of these workers may be laid at the 
door of these very men and is, without 
doubt, the direct result of their pernicious 
system. 

"Loss Lead ers, the Opia te of the !\lasses" 
Now turn to the consumer. It is often 

argued that where "advantages" are se
cured in the price structure, that is, where 
the farmer is forced to sell his goods at 
low price, 01' where the clothing or boot 
and shoe manufatcurer is forced to sell his 
goods at a ruinous figure , the consumer 
must necessarily benefit. This is the stock 
argument. This is the refuge of the un
scrupulous and cold-blooded minion of big 
interests, and many, many people are de
luded into the hope and expectation tpa t 
by the low-price method gradually condi, 
tions will improve and some compensation 
be secured to those who are the victims of 
the wage-cutting and price-cutting of the 
big interests. 

In other words, these practices ba ve de
prived workers of their purchasing power. 
and in the instance of the fanner the low 
prices paid by the packing industry de
prives the farmer of his purchasing pow
er. When you take these two great ele
ments out of the population of Canada you 
have Virtually 65 or 70% of our population, 
Now if their purchasing power is seriously 
reduced then it must necessarily have a 
devitalizing etrect on the whole economic 
organism of the country. 

It is therefore in the consumers' interests 
that the producer of manufactured goods 
sball receive decent and fair wages, or, if 
he is an agriculturist , a fair return for his 
products. And mere "cheapness" in some 
great department store does not mean that 
any benefit Is being conferred upon society. 

Time to Reverse 
I therefore definitely urge that the basis 

of our economiC life should be the ensUl'pd 
The question is: Is It so? I contend that welfare of the great mass of the agricul

it Is not so. I contend that the consumer turists which constitute about fifty per 
is in the majority of cases deluded and cent of our population, and a healthy wage 
victimized just as much as Is the wage- structure for our great body of industrial 
earner or the prllnary producer, workers, as well as for the professional 

Why do I say th'\t? Because it has been classes, as engineers, arChitects, doctors, 
shown over and over again that the profits dentists, etc. Unless these elements are ;n 
of the big interests in the distributing trade a healthy economic condition our country 
are frequently enormous. In the clothing cannot be prosperous. 
department, Eaton's mark-up (that is, the Hither to the tendency has been to care 
difference between the cost price and sell- for the big interests and disregard the oth er 
!ng price of the goods) will frequently show element almost totally. I n my opmion this 
from 30% to over 200%. True It is that attitude must be changed. 
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