LEB/SHY-Pea 3y

thirtsix.tpt

Interview with Hughie Livingstone, July 23, 29786
Orangedale, ROE 2KD

003~ Hugh Livipgstone, bors in Sydney HMines in 1911 and I lived there and
we moverd up to the Oranpedale ares when I was about & years old. 1've
been here most of my life for the exception of a few years I was away in
the serviece and 1 worked in the aines out in Ontaric and in Bueberc. I
worked in Windsor.

031~ The figures.
s 1 remeapber it, we used to start off with

Up in the centre and join your hands.
Head couples turn to your right ang
Swing four hands around

Head couples through the sides
futside returning

Turp with your corner lady

Mead couple turn to your left

And swing four hands around

Gide couples divide

And hesd couples through the centre
Dutside returning

And turn with youwr corper lady
Third and fourth couple turn to your right
Side couples divide ang

Head couples through the centre
Dutside returning

Turn with your corner lady

Sides couples turn to your right
Head copuples divide

Side couples putside returning

doin your hands and :

Turn with your oun.

076~ The second figure we usually used was:

doin yvour hands in the centre
Head couples advance

Chasse right and chasse left
Promenade with your pariner

094~ The third figure we apstly always used was:
Grand right and left

R1Y the way around
When you meet yeur partner, promenade



Head couple, promenade in and face the music
Ride couples fall in behind

Head couples down the centre

Dutside returning

Fartners to dance a1l in & line

When you meet your pariner

Turn with youwr own

You done that four times and they uwsually finished off with promenade all
the way arocund. And the next ene they usually done half the way and when
vor meet ypur partner, prosepade and the next time youw turns with the left
hangd lady and you promenade with the left-bhand lady. Then you'd turn
agaip with the left-hand lady urtil yeu went arownd with all {four
partners, until you got home to your own partner. This was usually used
for the fourth figure. There was & fifth one but I can't remember it.
Originally when I pobt those cards, lthere was =ix figures on it.

143~ Calling cards.
I seen them advertised in a newspaper anpd I think there was five
cards for 25 cenpts. So @ sent for the vards and I got them. And 1 was so

anxious ko learn what was on them cards. There was six figures on this

particular one we used in this area. Thig is what they used in this area
ang that's why 1 remember there was six figures in it. I think they were
only using five at the time I got the cards, I sent for them when 1 was
abkout 14 years old. So that'd he 61 years age. They were just little
slits of glossy paper. It was a little lenger than a playing card, but
about the same width as & playing rward. There was wrilting on pne side. It
was a yellowish brownish color. About the only papers that we were
petiing around here at that time, where we lived, we were not getting a
daily paper, the wenly papers that we might have been getting was the
Family Herald, printed in Montreal. My father used to get this North
Sydney Herald. It might have been through that. 1 cannot be sore where I
got it from. I don't remesber if apyoneg else had them. 1 think most of
them just picked up by word of mouth, from an clder geperation. There was
one fellow in particolar, Lochy MacEackern. He's been dead since forty
years. I remember him calling. He used to rpompt half in English and

half in Baelic, He had alot of words that he used to say in Baeplic., |
remesber one (208) exapression be had when he would say the grand right
angd left, all the way he used to say Brand right and left, all the way
machurst? {210}, I can speak a few words of Gaelic but not very much.

219~ Dallinpg cards.

I don't have them any more. There was only really one that applied
to what they were nsing around here. The figures were different. 1 never
introduced these figures into the dances, 1 just went along with what
they were using here. 1 don't remeber any of the ones that were on those
cards, I did learn them at the time, but after all, 60 years is a leng
time.

230- Prompting sxperiences,



Mg ysed te go all around the commupity here and there but there was
a8 whole bunch that was at home. There was seven in the family ang
everybody nsed to oo to the dances. I was the oldest of the seven and my
brother Roddy was next and he and I started off first and there uszsed to
be dances in Whycoo. We started st the Wa=zonic Hall in Whyeoro., and we
went there for a number of years. And we used to go tp dapces in the
schoolhpuses around, in the old ccuntry schoeolbouses. They almost always
needed somebody Lo prompt for them at the dances. I didn't dp it all the
time, We'd take turns ‘cause there'd probably be twp or three fellows
who'd take a turn. At the same time you were dancing you were prompting.
You were in a set ypurseld becawse there was no F.R. systems at that time
and you yelled as hard as you could. Then there was a fellow by the nape
of Jack Marintyre and he wsed te run a dance in Whycoo., & long time and
be had an old hall over there. He lived here. I used to go to that dance
pver there. I used to get in and he wonldn't charge me admission and 1'4d
go in and I'd have to §ill up the sels and see that they were geltting
full and encugh couples to make the sets. And prompt for them.

264~ Mumber of couples to a set.

We usually treid to keep four couples to a set. Bome times they used
to try to get six in them but if they had six in one set and four ip
apother, it would mix the thing and it wpuld take longer for them to go
through it, the ones with six, they'd be behind and it would mix up the
set. It wxs hard fto keep them straight if you had more than four in a
set. Around here they try to dance four couples fo a set.

277- The scptch four.
I don't knpouw that really. I've seen it dapced but I don't really
know anything about it.

280~ Eight-handed reel.

That's semething the same but it was different., I never did learn to
call that one. Tf was called. I believe they did. It was fouwr couples,
just the same. I believe it was danced before the square sets were
papular. Up in other parts of Nova Scotia, they do a polka quadrille.
Anna May wsed to talk aboub that., They do a Calledonian Buadrille too,
They do that in Pictou.

295- HWargaret Dunbar and I was born in Hopedale? Bugust 20, 1914,

She is from the Pictou area. I didn't go to dances. I did not
believe in dances. 1 went te Dhurch and Sunday school. Hy sister went to
dances but they danced the Caladonian ouadrille and the polka., They did
the polka guadrilie. The Lancers is danced in Picktow too. 1 never went to
them. She learned some calls though, She learped these in the U.85. when I
went to the United States. They were prompting Lancers there. T didn't ge
to dapces there for a long time after I had gone to the U.5, I was the
serretary to the president nof the voung people at the church. It was
things like that that I was more interested in than going to dances. When
1'd come home on vacation, they all used to go to dapces and sometimes I
went with them. We went home on vacation to Pictou.



32%- Dapces in Massachusetts.

They had them in Brookline and at the "Y" in Boston. They had a
Fictou County dance in Cambridye, MA. Jack HMacallen, he just died
recently. Re ran the Fictou County dapce in Cambridge. In Somerviltle, MA
gt Circle Hall, it used to be an old Fresb., Church. That was the old kind
I was talking about, the guadrilles and the lancersz and all those old
types, In Cambridge, it was right ip Central Bguare. Joe Martin had one
in Brooklise Villane. He was feom PLE.I. He had an pld time dance. But
darck Hac?? was from Fictou Landing and his wife was from Westview. Ehe's
living there pow. He died abrout & vear ago but he had & dance every
Baturday nioght, They cleosed at 11:30., Not like Smith Hall here. It closes
Saturday night at 1:00 pr 2:00 &.m. There was a {fellow called Maloelm
Murray from Hargaree he ran & dance at the Rose Crowley Hall in Boston
tor years and years, His wife is living in the Senior Litizens in
Baddeck. Feople come back from the Boston area in the summer and hundreds
of them go to dances.

365~ Dances in the summer,

There were more dances in the summer. There was bardly ever any
dances in the winter. We had no transportation then. It was only horse
and sleigh. You didn’t feel like travelling teo far in the winter. Dances
were rare in the winter in Cape Breton at that time, unless it was just a
hnuseparty---a small party & few of the neighbours wounlsd pet together and
spipebody would have a vielin and they'd play and they'd have a little
houseparty.

a78- Pienics.

B time that used te be & great place for dancing was at pileonice ip
the summertime. They were good. They used teo build & stape vutside and
there was lots of room to stand around and watch but the stage would be
crowded., You'd have to stand in line to pyet your chance to get in to
dapce. Msually they charged you 10 cepts & set for each set that you
danced in. They got 40 cents per set. Most of the time they had more than
four couples on a stage. There would be 12 or 14 couples if you had a big
sfage, there wovld be 16 couples dancving at the same time. Even then,
there would be & big crowd there and you'd have to stapd in line to get
in.

388~ The stage.

Gometimes they used to be hardwpod trees overhead for shade if they
were dancing in the daytime. Sometimes they'd have two fiddlers and
sppetines they had a pilanc or an orgap if it was avallakle. There was no
bands as such or no F.A. system.

398~ Length of picnic,

1t was usually a one cay affaiv. One place we uszed to pgo was in
Glendale. We vouldn't go there until we got cvars. Before the cars, |
remember we had pnre in Orangedale, it was The only picpic ever in
Qranpedale and I don't think there was any dancing there. [ was foo voung



to dance at that time anyway. It was an Orapgessn’'s piopic---if 15 an
prger. There's none here today. There used to be picnics in different
places, I remesber going to a picnic ip Matapawatch, They had one over
there wne time to raise money to build a church. There wae picnics in
River Denys and Little marrows ang Whycoo. There was several areas around
the country where we used to have picnice. They still bave them at some
places abt certain times. There is alopt pf different things today. Instead
of picpics, they vall them different things---the Ceidihlds, they are
pretiy much the same. They don't have stapes but they have Halls. There
are so many halls, They didn't have halle in them times that was big
encuoh to arcomodate the crewds, So they used to puil those outdeor stages
for them to dance on. They used to build stages for different things
kesides dancinp. They'd build a kind of a stage for them to sell fnod and
serve lunch. They also had some of those games where you throw a ripng and
win prizes...etc. Fish ponds. Dunk tanks weren’'t as popular as they are
now. There's one down here on Saturday for two days. There are two
dances, nne on Friday and one oo Saturday.

He reade the ad from The Reporier that we were gping to video tape the
dance at Yalley Mills, Judy 23, 1986,

464~ Engd of interview.
Side R

Interview with Dan Hughie MacKinnpn, July 24, 1984
R.R. % Little Narrows, Victoria County, BDE ITD

2

I, Haiden name is

006~ Ann BacKirnnon from Litile Narrows, Sept. 14, 3
3, 1928B.

i
Eilis. Dan HMacKinnon born in Ashville, on July

(25~ Dances different from place to place.

They dance different in three areas here. You go to Valley Hills and
they have their own style; lona has theirs; Baddeck has theirs. You have
to learn three different dances. There's alot of differences and it's
hard to explain thems, In Yalley Bills there are four figures; lona, three
and three in Baddeck. It's the same kind of music. Valley Mills first twe
are slow and then twp fast. In lona firet is slow, the second a little
faster and the third is wide cpen., In Baddeck is pretty well the same.
They drn't even have a slpw ope there. It's pretty well threp fast ones,
There are prompters at these three places. Baddeck has their
pun---Charlie WacPhee. He lives in Baddeck. Bernie Campbell used to be
there but now I don't kpow. He lives in New Waterford or Glace Bay now.
Sometimes they dance without & prompter. AL Yalley Mills they have Archie
Thomas, Freddie Smith from Margaree. They bave a Ross fellow from West
Bay. He's good. They always have & proempter at Valley Wills, Four couples
to a set ip these three places. At one time in Eaddeck 1 guess there was
7% couples in & set. The last couple of times I was down, they had four
couples. They have a ceidhl there once a monih. On ceidhl pight, it is a
sguare dance-—--round and square. They have different pnes in playing.



Sapdy MacInnis’' orchestra was up there one night so we were up for
that. Carl MacKenzie from Bydney, be plaved there. A1l three of these
places have both round and sguare. Glencoe has just square dancing.

115 Prompting experience.

I prompted 3% years apo. He prompted the ongs we dance now in
Valley Mills., I always called four figures. He doesn’t recall ever having
danced five figures. My father caled too. He waz oot in Ontarie for 2 few
years before he geol married and he came back home. YWhen he'd come back
home, he used to call the Ontario sets, There was one of thes---the birdy
in the cage, 0One was form a star with the right hand, cross and the left
hand Back. Then there was the Dntaric Lancer. I danced them at
schoolhouse parties and houseparties and that. He used to prompt then
Ontario sets. The Ontario Lapcer is pretty well the same thinp as the
fobalt set. He prompted that for a few years {(his falther). He prompted
thiz in scheoolhouses, Every little schonlbouse had a dance three or four
times a year, At that time, schoplhouses were every six or eight miles
apart. There was & dance in each one maybe two or three times a year. UWe
followed the dances in all the schoolhouses. That was just you'd get a
fiddler and maybe a guitar player and that was it. That was enough
orchestra. There was no sound system. There was a8 kerosepe lamp in the
corner. Most of the scheels at that time, there was no poawer. We are
talking back 43 years---1941,

179~ Electricity,

in 1944, the power, they had it in Whyroc, it came throungh from
Mabeu. From there, there was no power over. In 1944, the power line ment
through from Stewartdale cver through the Indian Reserve in WYhyooo. and
inte Qrangedale and down to Stopey Foint and & mile down. After that,
it'd ke 2 or 3 vears later, close teo the fifties when they cane down here
to Iona and the same lo where I wag born and brouwght wp, it was in 1933,
fthshville)

203~ Recreation. i{np eplectricity?d

Sp people weuld have parties, They were houseparties with dances ang
card games, The winter time was slack time, they didn’t have plowed roads
and there was ng scheolhouse dances during the winter, Therg was &
Ehristmas vopcert in every liltle school. Once thal was wver, the school
parties were over until spring. When spring came, the schoolhonse dances
started, They didn't have plowed roeads and horse and sleigh was the means
af travelling. So they didn’t have them in the wintertime. There was card
games but they were in the houses. They played forty-fives or four hand
auctien,

225~ Houseparties.

Sopme Yitile thing would be mocasion enough to have & party, It could
be a birthday, anniversary oy it could be just a party. Any reasopn was
good for & party in them days. Dne would tell the esther, They'd all get
there anyway.



R

236~ Millinpp Froellicke.

They used te have milling frollicks in the houses, We'd have thes
hlankets and they'd mill them. They'd have a milling frolliick and a dance
afterwards. They still have them here, but not in the hpuses. They do it
at conterts. The old days of milling is gone. I went to numbers of then
but not zipce thirty years or more. You'd sing and ihe klankelt and they'd
keep time with the song and they'd do that for three or four hours. The
sopoe were only in Baelic, The Epplish ones didn't have the right swing.
They did the old-fashioned sguare dance after the milling frollick.
That's what 1 call Valley Mills. In Baddeck it's ope they nmade up
spmewhere.

271~ Prompting cards.
He never saw them. Sandy Macinnie’ wife haz a bonk, She said her
uncle had it in the Gtates.

280~ Eight handed reels.

They did this at the howseparties. They do it here in Mabouw but they
do it altogether different than the old 8-hand reel they used to do then.
The old eight hand reel was, vou were kindof in the form of an eight.
There was two on the heads and one on each side. They had sinx couples.
One on each side and double on ihe heads. 8o it went like an eight. They
danced all together different. In Mabou they do a figure of the sguare
set but they step her off all the way through. They call that the eight
hapd reel but before it was different. I ran't remember top much about
its

31b6-~ The scotch four.

That was just four step-dancers. They'd dance cpposite and then
they'd change. They'd chanpe form the head and move to the side. Then
they'd dance ecpposite and they'd keep that up until they dapnced on the
four sides and got back to where they started and they’'d dance with their
oun partner thern, They'd first sance with their opposites. Then we'd do
the four sides and you'd come back to where you started. You had to be
pretty good to dapce to do thab. They all did it when they got drunk
enough. They step-danced and they held bands and danced in a circle. The
first time it was with vour opposite and then with vour own.

{Z64) Twop couples are standing opposite one apother. They hold hands and
dance to sach side of the square, they stop at each side of the sguare
facipg their opposites and step-dance. They let their hands go each time
they get to the side of the square after they've step-danced there for 2
while, they take hands again and they move to the next side of the
sguare. Then they dance opppsite the opposite couples there. They do this
upntil they uet home. Once they get home, they face their respective
partners and step-dance there. That was pretty near the end of the thing.
They may just dance off. They started off with the strathsphey and then
to & reel, The dance lasted sbout ten minutes. They chanpged sides
according to the bars in the music. For the reel, they stayed pretty much
at home., They did different steps for it.



39B- Elizabeth MacKinnon, Feb, 8, 1943, Bhe never saw the Scotch four.
She step danrces.

442~ Reel part pf the scpteh four, 1 just forget what they uwsed to dance
it. This was 35 or 45 years ago. 1 never dapved it but I've seen it
danced. The same with the B-hand reel. ['sm sure bthere was b couples in
this in the schoolhouse parties. They had a caller for the sight band
reel. His father called the 8-hand reel.

433~ Maude Mackenzie was active in everything that went on in the
community, dance and wmilling frollicks and praver etc..,

46%~ Epd of Interview.



